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Nutz. 160. SATURDAY, Sept. 28, 1751. 
Euter ſe convenit ufs. | Joy, 
* Beaſts of each kind their fellows ſpare ; 


| Bear lives in amity with bear, 


„HE world,” ſays Locke, “ has people of 
1 * all forts.” As in the general hurry 
produced by the ſuperfluities of ſome, and neceſ- 
kues of others, no man needs to ſtand ſtill for want 
of employment; ſo in the innumerable grada- 
tions of ability, and endleſs varieties of ſtudy and 
inclination, no employment can be vacant for want 
of a man qualified to diſcharge it. 5 
Bauch is probably the natural ſtate of the univerſe, 
but it is ſo much deformed by intereſt and paſſion, 
that the benefit of this adaptation of Men to things 
is not always perceived. The folly or indigence 
of thoſe who ſet their ſervices to ſale, inclines 


F them to boaſt of qualifications which they do not 
poſſeſs, and attempt buſineſs which they do not 
underſtand ; and they who have the power of aflign- 
ing to others the taſk of life, are ſeldom honeſt or 
ſeldom happy in their nominations. Patrons are 

" 1 me ” avarice, cheated by credulity, or over- 
JJ | 


powered 
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powered by reſiſtleſs ſolicitation. They are ſome- 
times too ſtrongly influenced by honeſt prejudices of 
friendſhip, or the prevalence of virtuous com- 
paſſion. For, whatever cool reaſon may direct, 
it is not eaſy for a man of tender and ſcrupulous 
goodneſs to overlook the immediate effect of his 
_ own actions, by turning his eyes upon remoter con- 
ſequences, and to do that which mult give preſent 
pain, for the ſake of obviating evil yet unfelt, or 
ſecuring advantage in time to come. What is dif- 
tant is in itſelf obſcure, and, when we have no 
| With to fee it, eaſily eſcapes our notice, or takes 
tuch a form as deſire or imagination beſtows upon it. 

Every man might for the ſame reaſon, in the 
multitudes that ſwarm about him, find ſome kindred 
mind with which he could unite in confidence and 


friendthip; yet we fee many ſtraggling ſingle about 


the world, unhappy for want of an affociate, and 
pining with the neceſſity of confining their ſenti- 
ments to their own boſoms. 0 
This inconvenience ariſes in like manner from 
ſtruggles of the will againſt the underſtanding. It 
is not often difficult to find a ſuitable companion, 
if every man would be content with ſuch as he 


is qualiſied to pleaſe. But if vanity tempts him to 


torſake his rank, and poſt himſelf among thoſe with 


whom no common intereſt or mutual pleaſure can 


ever unite him, he muſt always live in a ſtate of 
unſocial ſeparation, without tenderneſs and without 
truſt. ” Sos Oi ein, 
There are many natures which can never ap- 
_ proach within a certain diſtance, and which, when 
any irregular motive impels them towards contact, 


| ſeem to ſtart back from each other by ſome invin- | 


_ Cible repulſion. There are others which immedi- 
5 R : Ts, ately 1} 
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ately cohere whenever they come into the reach of 
mutual attraction, and with very little formality of 
reparation mingle intimately as ſoon as they meet. 
Frery man, whom either buſineſs or curioſity has: 
thrown at large into the world, will recollect many 
inſtances of fondneſs and diilike, which have forced 
themſelves upon him without the intervention of 
his judgment; of diſpoſitions to court ſome and 
avoid others, when he could aflign no reaſon for the 
preference, or none adequate to the violence of his 
zaſſions ; of influence that acted inſtantaneouſly upon 
his mind, and which no arguments or perſuaſions 
could ever overcome. e 
Among thoſe with whom time and intercourſe 
have made us familiar, who feel our affections di- 
vided in different proportions without much regard 
to moral or intellectual merit. Every man knows 
ſome whom he cannot induce himfelf to truſt, 
though he has no reaſon to ſuſpect that they would 
betray him; thoſe to whom he cannot complain, 
though he never oblerved them to want compatilion ; 
thoſe in whoſe preſence he never can be gay, though 
excited by invitations to mirth and freedom; and 
_ thoſe from whom he cannot be content to receive 
inſtruction, though they never inſulted his ignorance 
by contempt or oſtentation. rs 8 
That much regard is to be had to thoſe inſtincts 
of kindneſs and dillike, or that reaſon ſhould blindly 
follow them, I am far from intending to inculcate : 
It is very certain that by indulgence we may give 
them ſtrength which they have not from nature, ; 
and almoſt every example of ingratitude and trea- 
_ Chery proves, that by obeying them we may com- 
mit our happineſs to thoſe who are very unworthy | 
ol lo great a truſt. But it may deſerve to be re- 
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marked, that ſince few contend much with their in- 
clinations, it is generally vain to ſolicit the good- 
will of thoſe whom we perceive thus involuntarily 
alienated from us; neither knowledge nor virtue 


will reconcile antipathy, and though officiouſneſs 


may for a time be admitted, and diligence 3 
they will at laſt be diſmiſſed with coldneſs, or diſ- 
cCouraged by neglect. 
Some have indeed an occult power of ſtealing 
upon the affections, of exciting univerſal benevolence, 
and di ſpoſing every heart to fondneſs and friendſhip. 


But this is a felicity granted only to the favourites of 


nature. The greater part of mankind find a different 


reception from different diſpoſitions; they ſome- 


times obtain unexpected careſſes from thoſe whom 
they never flattered with uncommon regard, and 
ſometimes exhauſt all their arts of pleaſing without 


effect. To theſe it is neceſſary to look round and 


| attempt every breaſt in which the - Frag virtue ſuffi- 
cient for the foundation of friend! 
the crowd, and try whom chance will offer to their 


notice, till they fix on ſome temper congenial to 
their own, as the magnet rolled in the duſt collects 
the fragments of its kindred metal from a thouſand 1 


Particles of other ſubſtances. 

Every man muſt have remarked the er with 
which the kindneſs of others is ſometimes gained 
by thoſe to whom he never could have imparted his 


own. We are by our occupations, education, and 
| habits of life, divided almoſt into different ſpecies, *' 


which regard one another for the moſt part with 


. fcorn and malignity. Each of theſe claſſes of the . 
human race has deſires, fears, and converſation, ; 
rexations and merriment, peculiar to itſelf; cares 


which another cannot feel ; J pleaſures which he | 
--,* Cannot - 


— 7 


ip; to enter into 
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cannot partake; and modes of expreſſing every ſen- 
ſation which he cannot underſtand. I hat frolick 
which ſhakes one man with laughter, will convulſe 
another with indignation ; the ſtrain of jocularity 
which in one place obtains treats and patronage, 
would in another be heard with indifference, and in 


a third with abhorrence. 


To raiſe eſteem we muſt benefit others, to procure 
love we mult pleaſe them. Ariſtotle obſerves, that 
old men do not readily form friendſhips, becauſe they 
are not caſily ſuſceptible of pleaſure. He that can 
contribute to the hilarity of the vacant hour, or par- 
take with equal guſt the favourite amuſement, he 


whoſe mind is employed on the ſame objects, and 
who therefore never haraſſes the underſtanding with 
unaccuſtomed ideas, will be welcomed with ardour, 
and left with regret, unleſs he deftroys thoſe recom- 
mendations by faults with which peace and ſecurity 


cannot conſiſt. 
It were happy if, in forming friendſhips, virtue 


could concur with pleaſure ; but the greateſt part of 
human gratifications approach ſo nearly to vice, that 
few who make the delight of others their rule of 
conduct, can avoid difingenuous compliances ; yet 


certainly he that ſuffers himſelf to be driven or al- 


lured from virtue, miſtakes his own intereſt, fince 

he gains ſuccour by means, for which his friend, if 
ever he becomes wiſe, muſt ſcorn him, and for which 

_ at laſt he muſt ſcorn himſelf. e 
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Oin yag Four yirin, Tor xy Arg. Hou. 
Frail as the leaves that quiver on the ſprays, 8 
Like them man flouriſhes, like them decays. 

Mr. RAMBLER. 
. RES = 
OU have formerly obſerved that curioſity | 


often terminates in barren knowledge, ant | 


that the mind is prompted to ſtudy and enquiry 


rather by the uneaſineſs of ignorance, than the 


hope of profit. Nothing can be of lefs importance 

to any preſent intereſt than the fortune of thoſe 
who have been long loſt in the grave, and from 
whom nothing now can be hoped or feared. Yet 
to rouſe the zeal of a true antiquary, little more is 


naeceſſary than to mention a name which mankind 


have conſpired to forget; he will make his way to 


remote ſcenes of action through obſcurity and con- 
tradiction, as Tully ſought amidſt buſhes and bram- 

Des the tomb of Archimedes. 
It is not eaſy to diſcover how it concerns him that 
gathers the produce, or receives the rent of an eſtate, 
to know through what families the land has paſſed, _ 
Who is regiſtered in the Conqueror's ſurvey as its 
poſſeſſor, how often it has been forfeited by treaſon, 


or how often ſold by prodigality. The power or 


wealth of the preſent inhabitants of a country cannot 
be much increaſed by an enquiry after the names of 
thoſe barbarians, who deſtroyed one another twenty 
_ centuries ago, in conteſts for the ſhelter of woods or 
convenience of paſturage. Yet we ſee that no man 
can be at reſt in the enjoyment of a new N 5 
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till he has learned the hiſtory of his grounds from 
the ancient inhabitants of the pariſh, and that no na- 
tion omits to record the actions of their anceſtors, 
however bloody, ſavage, and Gs. _ 

The ſame diſpoſition, as different opportunities 
call it forth, di Cons itſelf in great or little things, 
I have always thought it unworthy of a wiſe man to 
ſlumber in total inactivity, only becauſe he happens 
to have no employment equal to his ambition or 
genius; it is therefore my cuſtom to apply my at- 
tention to the objects before me, and as I cannot 
think any place wholly unworthy of notice that af- 
fords a habitation to a man of letters, I have collected 
the hiſtory and antiquities of the ſeveril garrets in 


= Which I have reſided. 


Quantulacungue eftis, vos ego magna voco. 
How ſmall to others, but how great to me! 


Many of theſe narratives my induſtry has been 
able to extend to a conſiderable length ; but the 
woman with whom I now lodge has lived only 
eighteen months in the houſe, and can give no 
account of its ancient revolutions ; the plaiſterer 
having, at her entrance, obliterated, by his White 
_ wafh, all the ſmoky memorials which former tenants 
| had left upon the ceiling, and perhaps drawn the 
veil of oblivion over politicians, philoſophers, and 

poets. ” x i 
When I firſt cheapened my lodgings, the land- 
lady told me, that ſhe hoped I was not an author, 
for the lodgers on the firit floor had ſtipulated that 
the upper rooms ſhould not be occupied by a noiſy 
trade. I very readily promiſed to give no diſturbance 
to her family, and toon diſpatched a bargain on the 
— ᷣͤ PR one ” 


BS Lit 
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I had not flept many nights in my new apart- 


ment before I began to enquire after my predeceſſors, 


and found my landlady, whoſe imagination is filled 
chiefly with her own affairs, very ready to give me 
information. | 
Curioſity, like all other deſires, produces pain as 
well as pleaſure. Before ſhe began her narrative, 
J had heated my head with expectations of adven- 


tures and diſcoveries, of elegance in difguiſe, and 
learning in diftreſs ; and was ſomewhat mortified 


when I heard that the firſt tenant was a tailor, of 


whom nothing was remembered but that he com- 


plained of his room for want of light; and, after 


having lodged in it a month, and paid only a week's | 


rent, pawned a piece of cloth which he was truſted 


to cut out, and was forced to make a precipitate re- 


treat from this quarter of the town. 
The next was a young woman newly arrived 


from the country, who lived for five weeks with 


great regularity, and became by frequent treats ve 


much the favourite of the family, but at laſt re- 
ceived viſits ſo frequently from a couſin in Cheap- 


ſide, that ſhe brought the reputation of the houſe 


into danger, and was therefore diſmiſſed with good 


advice. ; 


The room then ſtood empty for a fortnight 3 
my landlady began to think that ſhe had judged 


hardly, and often withed for ſuch another lodger. 


At laſt an elderly man of a grave aſpect read the bill, 


and bargained for the room at the very firſt price 


185 that was aſked, He lived in cloſe retirement, ſel- 
dom went out till evening, and then returned early, 


| ſometimes cheerful, and at other times dejected. 


lt was remarkable, that whatever he purchaſed, 
| he never had ſmall money in his pocket, and 


- 


* 
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though cool and temperate on other occaſions, was 
always vehement and ſtormy till he received his 
change. He paid his rent with great exactneſs, and 
ſeldom failed once a week to requite my landlady's 
civility with a ſupper. At laſt, fuch is the fate of 
human felicity, the houſe was alarmed at midnight 
by the conſtable, who demanded to ſearch the gar- 
rets. My landlady aſſuring him that he had miſ- 
taken the door, conducted him up ſtairs, where he 
found the tools of a coiner ; but the tenant had 
crawled along the roof to an empty houfe, and 
eſcaped ; much to the 9 of my landlady, who de- 
clares him a very honeſt man, and wonders why any 
body ſhould be hanged for making money when 
ſuch numbers are in want of it. She however con- 
feſſes that ſhe ſhall for the future always queſtion the 
character of thoſe who take her garret without beat- 
* the price. | 05 8 
The bill was then placed again in the window, 
and the poor woman was teazed for ſeven weeks 
by innumerable paſſengers, who obliged her to 
climb with them every hour up five ſtories, and 
then difliked the proſpect, hated the noiſe of a 
public ſtreet, thought the ſtairs narrow, objected td 
a low ceiling, required the walls to be hung with 


freſher paper, aſked queſtions about the neighbour- _ 


hood, could not think of living fo far from their ac- 


" 2322 wiſhed the windows had looked to the 
ſouth rather than the weſt, told how the door and 


chimney might have been better diſpoſed, bid her 
half the price that ſhe aſked, or promiſed to give her 


earneſt the next day, and came no more. 

Alt laſt, a ſhort meagre man, in a tarniſhed waiſt. 
coat, defired to fee the garret, and when he had ſti- 
pulated for two long ſhelves, and a larger table, 
CCF 8 — "IJneed 
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| kiredit at a low rate. When the affair was completed, 


he looked round him with great ſatisfaction, and re- 
ated ſome words which the woman did not un- 


derſtand. In two days he brought a great box of 
books, took poſſeſſion of his room, and lived very 
inoffenſively, except that he frequently diſturbed the 

inhabitants of the next floor by — noiſes. 


He was generally in bed at noon, but from evening 


to midnight he ſometimes talked aloud with great 
vehemence, ſometimes ſtamꝑed as in a rage, ſome- 


times threw down his poker, then clattered his 
chairs, then fat down in deep thought, and again 


durſt out into loud vociferations ; ſome times he 
would ſigh as oppreſſed with miſery, and ſometimes 


ſhake with convullive laughter. When he encoun- 


_- tered any of the family, he gave way or bowed, but | 
rarely ſpoke, except that as he went up ſtairs he 
often repeated, 5 e 


— 0. r ra Wire pd; 


This habitant ih' aerial regions boaſt; 


| hard words, to which his neighbours liſtened ſo 
often, that they learned them without underſtanding. 
them What was his employment ſhe did not ven- 
ture to aſk him, but at laſt heard a printer's boy 


enquire for the author.. 


My landlady was very often adviſed to beware 1 


of this ſtrange man, who, though he was quiet for 
the preſent, might perhaps become outrageous in. 
the hot months; but as ſhe was punctually paid, 
ſme could not find any ſufficient reaſon for diſmiſſing | 
him, till one night he convinced her, by ſetting fire 
to his curtains, that it was not ſafe to have an au- 
thor for her inmate. | — 5 55 


* 


q —— — 
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She had then for ſix weeks a ſucceſſion of tenants, 
who left her houſe on Saturday, and inſtead of pay- 
ing their rent, ſtormed at their landlady. At laſt 
the took in two fiiters, one of whom had ſpent her 
little fortune in procuring remedies for a lingering 
diſeaſe, and was now ſupported and attended by the 
other : ſhe climbed with difficulty to the apartment, 
where ſhe languiſhed eight weeks without impatience 
or lamentation, except for the expence and fatigue 
which her ſiſter ſuffered, and then calmly and. con- 
tentedly expired. The ſiſter followed her to the 


grave, paid the few debts which they had contracted, 


wiped away the tears of uſeleſs forrow, and re- 
turning to the buſineſs of common lite, reſigned to 
me the vacant habitation. 


Sich, Mr. Rambler, are the changes which have 


happened i in the narrow ſpace where my preſent 


fortune has fixed my reſidence. So true it is that 


amuſement and inſtruction are always at hand for 
thoſe who have ſkill and willingneſs to find them ; 


ard ſo juſt is the obſcrvation of Juvenal, that a 


ſingle houſe will ſhew whatever! is done or ſuffered 
in the world. 2 


3 6 
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News: 162. TorsDar, October , 1757. 


Orbus es, & locuples, & Bruto conſule natus, 
Effe tibi eras cred's amicitias ? 
Sunt vere ; ſed quas Fuvents, quas pauper habebas, | 
Quits no vus eft, mortem diligit ille tuam. Marr, 


What! old, and rich, and childleſs too, 

And yet believe vour friends are true ? 

Trwh might perhaps to thoſe belong, 
To thofe who lov'd you poor and young; 

But, truſt me, for the new you have, 3 
They'll love you dearly— in your grave. F. Lewis, 


NE of the complaints uttered by Milton's 
Sampſon, in the anguiſh of blindneſs, is, that 
he ſhall pals his life under the direction of others; 
that he cannot regulate his conduct by his own 


| knowledge, but muſt lie at the 1 of thoſe who 85 


undertake to guide him. : 

There is no ſtate more contrary to the dignity of 
wiſdom than perpetual and unlimited dependence, 
In which the underſtanding lies uſeleſs, and every 


motion 1s received from external impulſe. Reaſon 


is the great diſtinction of human nature, the faculty 
by which we approach to fome degree of aſſociation 
with celeſtial intelligencies ; but as the excellence 
of every power appears only in its operations, not 
tio have reaſon, and to have it uſeleſs and unem- 

ployed, is nearly the fame. 
__ Such is the weakneſs of man, has the 8 5 
of things is ſeldom ſo much regarded as external 
and accidental appendages. A ſmall variation of 
_ trifling circumſtances, a flight change of form by 


an artificial dreſs, or a cul difference of appear= 


_ ance, by a new light and ſituation, will conciliate 


Action or excite . and determine us 
: 10 
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to purſue or to avoid. Every man conſiders a 
neceſſity of gg ge with any will but his own, 
as the loweſt ſtate of ignominy and meanneſs; 

few are ſo far loſt in cowardice or negligence, as 


not to rouſe at the firſt inſult of tyranny, and 


. exert all their force againſt him who uſurps their 
property, or invades any privilege of ſpeech or 
action. Yet we ſee often thoſe who never wanted 
ſpirit to repel encroachment or oppoſe violence, at 
laſt, by a gradual relaxation of vigilance, deliver- 
ing up, without capitulation, the fortreſs which 
they defended againſt aſſault, and laying down 
unbidden the weapons which they graſped the 
harder for every attempt to wreſt them from their 
hands. Men eminent for ſpirit and wiſdom often 
reſign themſelves to voluntary pupillage, and ſuffer 
their lives to be modelled by officious ignorance, 
and their choice to be regulated by pre ſumptuous 
ſtupidity. 3 8 
_— di acquieſcence in the determina- 
tion of others may be the conſequence of appli- 
cation to ſome ſtudy remote from the beaten track 
of life, ſom: employment which does not allow 
leiſure for ſufficient inſpection of thoſe petty affairs, 
by which nature has decreed a great part of our 
duration to be filled. To a mind thus withdrawn 
from common objects, it is more eligible to repoſe 
on the prudence of another, than to be expoſed. 
every moment to flight interruptions. The ſub- 
miſſion which ſuch confidence requires, is paid 
without pain, becauſe it implies no confeſhion of 
inferiority. The bulineſs from which we with 
draw our cognizance, is not above our abili ies, 
| but below our notice. We pleafe our pride with 
the effects of our influence thus weakly exerted, 
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ard fancy ourſelves 22 in a higher orb, from 
which we regulate. ſubordinate agents by a flight 
and diſtant ſuperintendance. But whatever vanity 
or abſtraction may ſuggeſt, no man can fafely do 
that by others which might be done by himſelf; he 
that indulges ws will quickly become igno- 
rant of his own affairs; and he that truſts without 
reſerve will at laſt be deceived. 

It is however impoſſible but that, as the atten- 
tion tends ſtrongly towards one thing, it muſt 


retire from another; and he that omits the care 


of domeitic buſineſs, becauſe he is engroſſed by 


enquiries of more N to mankind, has at 


leaſt the merit of ſuffering in a good cauſe. But, 
there are many who can plead no ſuch extenuation, 
of their folly ; who ſhake off the hurthen of their 


ſtation, not that they may ſoar with leſs incum- 
drance to the heights of know ledge or virtue, but 


that they may loiter at eaſe and ſleep in quiet; and 
who fele for friendſhip and confidence not the 


faithful and the virtuous, but the ſoft, the civil, and 


| c_—_ 3 5 — 5 1 5 
Ihis openneſs to flattery is the common diſ- 
grace of declining life. When men feel weak neſs 
increaſing on them, they naturally deſire to reit. 
from the ſtruggles of contradiction, the fatigue of 


reaſoning, the anxiety of circumſpection ; when 


they are hourly tormented with pains and difeaſes, 


they are unable to bear any new diſturbance, and 
conſider all oppoſition as an addition to miſery, of. 


which they feel already more than they can pa- 
tiently endure. Thus deſirous of peace, and thus 
_ fearful of pain, the old man ſeldom enquires after 


gary other qualities in thoſe whom he carefles, 


| than quickneſs in conjeQuring his deſires, activity 


— hümſelf, he t 
ſome inferior friend who might eaſe him of his 
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in ſupplying his wants, dexterity in intercepting 
complaints before they approach near enough to 


diſturb him, flexibility to his preſent humour, ſub- 


miſſion to haſty petulance, and attention to weart- 
ſome narrations. By theſe arts alone many have 
deen able to defeat the claims of kindred and of 
merit, and to enrich themſelves with preſents and 


legacies. 


Thraſybulus inherited a large fortune, and aug- 
mented it by the revenues of ſcveral lucrative em- 
ploymenis, which he diſcharged with honour and 


| dexterity. He was at laſt wiſe enough. to conſider, 


that life ſhould not be devoted wholly to accumu- 


lation, and therefore retiring to. his eſtate, applied 


himſelf to the education of his children, and the 
cultivation of domeſtic happineſs.  _ 
He paſſed. ſeveral years. in this pleaſing amuſe- 


ment, and. faw his care amply recompenſed; his 
daughters were celebrated tor modeſty and cle- 


gance, and his ſons for learning, prudence, and 


ſpirit, In time the eagerneſs with which the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen courted his alliance, obliged 
bim to reſign his daughters to other families; the 


vivacity and. curioſity of his ſons hurried them out 


of rural privacy into the open world, from whence 


they hab not ſoon an inclination to return. This 


howerer he had always hoped ; he pleaſed himſelf 
with the ſucceſs of his ſchemes, and felt no incon- _ 


venience from ſolitude till an apoplexy deprived : 


him of his wife. _ 5 N 
Ihraſybulus had now. no companion; and the 
| maladies of increaſing years having taken from 


him much of the pow of procuring amuſement 
1ught it neceſſary to procure 


economical 


16 THE RAMBLER. N® 162. 


economical ſolicitudes, and divert him by cheerful 


converſation. All theſe qualities he ſoon recol- 


lected in Vafer, a clerk in one of the offices over 


which he had formerly preſided. Vaf-r was invited. 


to viſit his old patron, and being by this ſtation 
acquainted with ti e preſent modes of life, and by 
conitant practice dx rous in buſineſs, entertained 
him with fo many novelties, and ſo readily diſen- 
' tangled his affairs, that he was deſired to reſign his 
clerkſhip, and accept a liberal falary in the houſe 
of Thraſybulus. = EE 
Voafer, having always lived in a ſtate of depend- 
ance, was well verſed in the arts by which favour 
is obtained, and could without repugnance or he- 
| fitation accommodate himſelf to every caprice, and 
echo every opinion. He never doubted but to be 
convinced, nor attempted oppoſition but to flaiter 
Thraſybulus with the pleaſure of a victory. By this 


* 


practice he found his way into his patron's heart, 


and having firſt made himſelf agreeable, ſoon be- 


came important. His inſidious diligence, by which 
the lazineſs of age was gratified, engrofled the ma- 


nagement of affairs; and his petty offices of civility, 


and occaſional interceſſions, perſuaded the tenants 


to conſider him as their friend and benefactor, and 


to entreat his enforcement of their repreſentations 


of hard years, and his countenance to petitions for 


abatement of rent. 5 


Thraſybulus had now banquetted on flattery, til! 
he could no longer bear the harſhneſs of remon- 
ſtrance, or the inſipidity of truth. All contrarietx 
to his own opinion ſhocked him like a violation of 

ſome natural right, and all recommendation of his 


affairs to his own inſpection was dreaded by him 
as a ſummons to torture, His children were 


aularmed 
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alarmed by the ſudden riches of Vafer, but their 
complaints were heard by their father with impa- 
tience, as the reſult of a conſpiracy againſt his 
quiet, and a deſign to condemn him, for their own 
advantage, to groan out his laſt hours in perplexity 
and drudgery. The daughters retired with tears in 
| their eyes, but the ſon continued his importunities 
till he found his inheritance hazarded by his obſti- 
nacy. Vafer triumphed over all their efforts, and 
continuing to confirm himſelf in authority, at the 
death of his maſter, purchaſed an eſtate, and bade 
defiance to enquiry and juſtice, . 


Nun. 163. Togsp Av, Ocfaber 8, 1751. 
Mitte puri faftidia, ſhemque caducam ES 


ſpice; dive tibi, nam moriere til. SENECA. 


| Bow to no patron's inſolence; rely 


On no frail hopes, in freedom live and die. P. Lewin: f 
TONE of the eruelties exerciſed by wealth | 
LY and power upon indigence and dependance 
is more miſchievous in its conſequences, or more 


| frequently practiſed with wanton negligence, than 
+ the encouragement of expectations which are never 


to be gratified, and the elation and depreſſion of 


e heart by needleſs viciſſitudes of hope and dif- 


* 8 
Every man is rich or poor, according to the 
proportion between his deſires and enjoyments; 
any enlargement of wiſhes is therefore equally 
_ deſtructive to happineſs with the diminution of 


_ poſſeſſion, and he that teaches another to long 


lor what he never ſhall obtain, is no leſs an enemy 
%%% ol oo on mn on C000 


18 THE RAMBLER. N' 163. 
to his quiet, than if he had robbed him of part of 
his patrimony. | 
But — thus refined exhibit no ade- 
quate idea of the guilt of pretended friendſhip ; of 
artifices by which followers are attracted only to 
decorate the retinue of pomp, and ſwell the thout 
of popularity, and to be diſmiſſed with contempt 
and ignominy, when their leader has fucceeded or 
miſcarried, when he is fick of ſhow, and weary of 
noiſe. While a man, infatuated with the promiſes 
of greatneſs, waſtes his hours and days in attend- 
ance and ſolicitation, the honeſt opportunities of 
improving his condition paſs by without his notice; 
he neglects to cultivate his own barren ſoil, becauſe 
he expects every moment to be 1 in regions 
of ſpontaneous fertility, and is ſeldom rouſed from 
his deluſion, but by the gripe of diſtreſs which he 
cannot reſiſt, and the ſenſe of evils which cannot 
be remedied. 5 on : 
The puniſhment of Tantalus in the infernal re- 
gions affords a juſt image of hungry ſervility, flat- 
tered with the approach of advantage, doomed to 
loſe it before it comes into his reach, always within 
a few days of felicity, and always ſinking back to 
his former wants. ; EE. 
Ka} pts Tarrakor troridor yanie aye” yore 
Er4or, i Nn, & N aprotmnate yertia? Fo 
Trede bY Naw e422 J“ Eu. 6X86 ZN c. 
Ocodx yag xi1\14 6 N ew preveaururs 
Tec idug axonNowt aabgoxits* oj} 0 wore 
Tata winava Pavorx* raraladtt ex  — - 
Aldi I d xauTexer Ne x fe nhemeve 
"Ora, o, x; pnNics ayhacragne — = 
| Epics ri yPAUtteal, N N TYNowaai 
Tos dür iOvon 6 yigur ims Frent packolas 
Tag d' ariu®- prong To nit exioula, — 
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« [| ſaw,” ſays Homer's Ulyſſes, “ the ſevere pu- 
„ nithment of Tantalus. In a lake whoſe waters 
« approached to his lips, he ſtood burning with 
« thirſt, without the power to drink. Whenever 
he inclined his head to the ſtream, fome deity 
« commanded it to be dry, and the dark earth ap- 
«« peared at his feet. Around him lofty trees ſpread 
their fruits to view; the pear, the pomegranate, 
*« and the apple, the green olive, and the luſcious 
« fig quivered before him, which, whenever he 
extended his hand to ſeize them, were fnarched 
by the winds into clouds and obſcurity.” ' 
This image of miſery was perhaps originally 
ſuggeſted to ſome poet by the conduct of his pa- 
tron, by the daily contemplation of ſplendor which 
he never muſt partake, by fruitleſs attempts to 
catch at interdicted happineſs, and by the fudden 
evaneſcence of his reward, when he thought his 
labours almoſt at an end. To groan with poverty, 
| When all about him was opulence, riot, and ſu- 
2 and to find the favours which he had 


« 
T 


long been encouraged to hope, and had long en- 


deavoured to deſerve, ſquandered at lait on name- 
leſs ignorance, was to thirſt with water flowing 


| | before him, and to ſee the fruits to which his 


hunger was haſtcning, ſcattered by the wind. Nor 
can my correſpondent, whatever he may have ſuffer- 
ed, expreſs with more juſtneſs or force the vexa- 
tions of dependan cee. 1 


CC 
IAM one of thoſe mortals who have been courted 

I andenviedas the favourites of the great. Having 

olcten gained the prize af compolition at the uni- 
% 8 1 verſity, 
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_ verſity, I began to hope that I ſhould obtain the 


fame diſtinction in every other place, and deter- 
mined to forſake the profeſſion to which I was 
deſtined by my parents, and in which the intereſt of 
my family would have procured me a very advan- 
tageous ſettlement. The pride of wit fluttered in 
my heart, and when I prepared to leave the college, 
nothing entered my imagination but honours, ca- 
reſſes, and rewards, riches without labour, and 
luxury without expence.  _ EY 
I however delayed my departure for a time, to 
\ finiſh the performance by which I was to draw the 
firſt notice of mankind upon me. When it was 
completed J hurried to London, and conſidered every 
moment that paſſed before its publication, as loſt in 
'S kind of neutral exiſtence, and cut off from the 
golden hours of happineſs and fame. The piece 
was at laſt printed and diſſeminated by a rapid fale ; 
I — from one place of concourſe to another, 
feeaſted from morning to night on the repetition of 
my on 8 and enjoyed the various conjectures 
Ol critic 
and the impotent malice of my enemies. Some 


s, the miſtaken candour of my friends, 


had read the manuſcript, and rectified its inaccura- 


cies; others had ſeen it in a ſtate fo imperfect, that 
they could not forbear to wonder at its preſent ex- 
cellence ; ſome had converſed with the author at 
the coffee-houſe ; and others gave hints that they 
7nd 
1 knew that no performance is ſo favourably read 
as that of a writer who ſuppreſſes his name, and | 
therefore reſolved to remain concealed, till thoſe by 
whom literary reputation is eſtabliſhed had given 
their ſuffrages too publickly to retract them. At 
length my bookſeller informed me that 3 z 
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the ſtanding patron of merit, had ſent enquiries after 
me, and invited me to his acquaintance. 

The time which I had long expected was now 
arrived. I went to Aurantius with a beating heart, 
for I looked upon our interview as the critical mo- 
ment of my deſtiny. I was received with civilities, 
which my academic rudeneſs made me unable to 
| repay; but when I had recovered from my confu- 
ſion, I proſecuted the converſation with ſuch liveli- 
neſs and propriety, that I confirmed my new friend 
in his eſteem of my abilities, and was diſmiſſed 
with the utmoſt ardour of profeſſion and raptures of 
_—_= 

I was ſoon ſummoned to dine with Aurantius, who 
had afſembled the moſt judicious of his friends to 
partake of the entertainment. Again I exerted my 
powers of ſentiment and expreſſion, and again found 
every eye ſparkling with delight, and every tongue 
ſilent with attention. I now became familiar at 
the table of Aurantius, but could never, in his moſt. 


private or jocund hours, obtain more from him than 


general declarations of eſteem, or endearments of 
tenderneſs, which included no particular promiſe, 
and therefore conferred no claim. This frigid re- 
ſerve ſomewhat diſguſted me, and when he com- 
plained of three days abſence, I took care to inform 
him with how much importunity of kindneſs I had 
been detained by his rival Polio. 3 
Aaurantius now conſidered his honour as endan- 
gered by the deſertion of a wit, and leſt I ſhould 
have an inclination to wander, told me that I could 
never find a friend more conſtant or zealous than 
himſelf; that indeed he had made no promiſes, be- 
_ Cauſe he hoped to ſurpriſe me with advancement, 
but had been ſilently promoting my and 
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ſhould continue his good offices, unleſs he found the 
kindneſs of others more defired. root 
If you, Mr. Rambler, have ever ventured your 
hiloſophy within the attraction of greatneſs, you 
Lack the force of ſuch language introduced with 
a ſinile of gracious tenderneſs, and impreſſed at 
the concluſion with an air of folemn ſincerity, 
From that inſtant I gave myſelf up wholly to 
Aurantius, and as he immediately reſumed his for- 
mer gaiety, expected every moment a ſummons to 
fome employment of dignity and profit. One 
month ſucceeded another, and in defiance of ap- 


pearances I ſtil] fancied myſelf nearer to my wiſhes, 


and continued to dream of ſucceſs, and wake to 
diſappointment. At laſt the failure of my little 
fortune compelled me to abate the finery which I 
hitherto thought neceſſary to the company with 
whom I aflociated, and the rank to which I 
ſhould be raiſed. Aurantius, from the moment 
in which he diſcovered my poverty, conſidered 
me as fully in his power, and afterwards rather 
ermitted my attendance than invited it; thought 
Rirmſelf at liberty to refuſe my viſits, whenever he 
had other amuſements within reach, and often ſuf- 
fered me to wait, without pretending any neceſſarx 
buſineſs. When I was admitted to his table, if any 
man of rank equal to his own was preſent, he too 
_ occaſion to mention my writings, and commend: 
my ingenuity, by which he intended to apologize 
for the confuſion of diſtinctions, and the improper 


aſſortment of his company; and often called upon 
me to entertain his friends with my productions, as 


_ a ſportſman delights the ſquires of his neighbour- 
hood with the curvets of his horſe, or the obedience 
J 8 
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To complete my mortification, it was his practice 
to impole taſks . me, by requiring me to write 
upon ſuch ſubjects as he thought ſuſceptible of or- 
nament and illuſtration. With theſe extorted per- 
formances he was little ſatisfied, becauſe he rarely 
found in them the ideas which his own imagination 
had ſuggeſted, and which he therefore thought more 
natural than mine. 

When the pale of ceremony is broken, rudeneſs 
and inſult ſoon enter the breach. He now found 
that he might ſafely haraſs me with vexation, that 
he had fixed the ſhackles of patronage upon me, and 
that I could neither reſiſt him nor eſcape. At laſt, in 

the eighth year of my ſervitude, when the clamour 
of creditors was vehement, and my neceſſity known 
to be extreme, he offered me a {mall office, but 
hinted his expeCtation that I ſhould marry a young 
woman with whom he had been acquainted. _ 

I I was not fo far depreſſed by my calamities as to 

comply with his propoſal ; but knowing that com- 
| mm and expoſtulations would but gratify his in- 
 folence, I turned away with that contempt with 

which I ſhall never want ſpirit to treat the wretch 
who can outgo the guilt of a robber without the 

_ temptation of his profit, and who lures the credulous 
and thoughtlefſs to maintain the thow of his levee, 
and the mirth of his table, at the expence of honour, 

| happineſs, anc life. e 85 


Im, SIR, &Ke. 
© LIBERALIS, 


2 THE RAMBLER. No 164. 
Nums. 164. SATURDAY, Offeber 12, 1751. 


inn, Cure, Catonit laben. MART. 
Caurus pretends to Cato's fame; | | 
And proves by Cato's vice, his claim. 
TAY [sTixCT10N is fo pleaſing to the pride of man, 
that a great part of the pain and pleaſure of 
fe ariſes from the gratification or diſappointment 


of an inceſſant wiſh for ſuperiority, from the ſuc. } 


ceſs or miſcarriage of ſecret competitions, from vic - 
tories and defeats, of which, though they appear to 


us of great importance, in reality none are conſcious 


except ourſelves” - 

Proportionate to the prevalence of this love of 
| praiſe is the variety of means by which its attain- 
ment is attempted. Every man, however hopeleſs 
his pretenſions may appear to all but himſelf, has 
ſome projet by which he hopes to riſe to reputa- 


tion; ſome art by which he imagines that the 


notice of the world will be attracted; ſome qua- 
lity, good or bad, which diſcriminates him from 
the common herd of mortals, and by which others * 
may be perſuaded to love, or compelled to fear 
him. The aſcents of honour, however ſteep, 


never appear inacceſſible; he that deſpairs to ſcale 


the precipices by which valour and learning have 
conducted their favorites, diſcovers ſome by- path, 
or eaſier acclivity, which, though it cannot bring 
him to the ſummit, will yet enable him to overlook 
thoſe with whom he is now contending for emi- 
nence; and we ſeldom require more to the happi- 

| neſs of the preſent hour, than to ſurpaſs him that 

- Rds nent , ˙ at 
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As the greater part of human kind ſpeak and act 
wholly by imitation, moſt of thoſe who aſpire to 
honour and applauſe propoſe to themſelves ſome ex- 


ample which ſerves as the model of their conduct 


and the limit of their hopes. Almoit every man, if 
cloſcly examined, will be found to have enliſted him- 
ſelf under ſome leader whom he expects to conduct 
him to renown ; to have ſome hero or other, living 
or dead, in his view, whoſe character he endeavours 
to aſſume, and whoſe performances he labours to 
_ equal. ” 5 | 
When the original is well choſen and judiciouſly 
copied, the imitator often arrives at excellence, 
which he could never have attaincd without direc- 
tion; for few are formed with abtilitics to difcover 
neu poſſibilities of excellence, and to diſtinguick 
themſlelves by means never tried before. EE 
But folly and idleneſs oiten contrive to gratify 
pride at cheaper rate : not the qualities which are 
moſt illuſtrious, but thoſe which are of eaſieſt attain- 
ment, are ſelected tor imitation ; and the honours 
and rewards which publick gratitude has paid to the 
bene factors of mankind, are expected by wretches 
who can only nm them in their vices and defects, 
or adopt ſome petty fingularitics, of which thoſe from 
whom they are borrowed, were ſecretly aſhamed. 
No man riſes toſuch a height as to become conſpi- 
euous, but he 1s on one {ide cenſured by undiſcerning 
_ malice, which reproaches him for his belt actions, 
and llanders his apparent and inconteſtible excellen- 
cies ; and idolized on the other by ignorant admira- 
tion, which exalts his faults and follies into virtues. 
It may be obſerved, that he by whoſe intimacy his 
- acquaintances imagine themſelves dignified, gene- 
rally diffuſes among them his mien and his habits ; 
Vol. IV. 3 e 
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behaviour, it is not waa when we conver 
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and indeed without more vigilance than is generally 


applied to the regulation of the minuter ou of 

e much 
with one whoſe general character excites our ve- 
neration, to eſcape all contagion of his peculiarities, 
even when we do not deliberately think them wor- 
thy of our notice, and when they would have excited 
laughter or diſguſt had they not been protected by 
their alliance to nobler qualities, and accidentally 


conſorted with knowledge or with virtue. 
The faulis of a man loved or honoured, ſome- 


times ſteal ſecretly and imperceptibly _ the wiſe 
and virtuous, but by injudicious fondneſs or thought- 
leſs vanity are adopted with deſign. There is ſcarce 


any failing of mind or body, any error of opinion, 
or depravity of practice, which, inſtead of pro- 
_ ducing ſhame and diſcontent, its natural effects, has 


not at one time or other gladdcned vanity with the 
hopes of praiſe, and been diſplayed with oſtentatious 


induſtry by thoſe who ſought kindred minds among 
the wits or heroes, and could prove their relation 


* 


only by ſimilitude of deformity. . 
1 n conſequence of this perverſe ambition, every 


habit which reaſon condemns may be indulged and 


avowed. When a man is upbraided with his faults, 


he may indeed be pardoned if he endeavours to run 
for ſhelter to ſome celebrated name; but it is not 
to be ſuffered that, from the retreats to which he 
fled from infamy, he ſhould iſſue again with the con- 
fidence of conqueſts, and call upon mankind for 


praiſe Vet we ſee men that waſte their patrimony 


in luxury, deſtroy their health with debauchery, and 
cnervate their minds with idleneſs, becauſe there 

have been ſome whom luxury never could fink into 
_ contempt, nor idleneſs hinder from the praiſe of 
JV 1 5 
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'This general inclination of mankind to copy cha- 
raters in the groſs, and the force Which the recom- 
mendation of illuſtrious examples adds to the allure- 
ments of vice, ought to be conſidered by all whoſe 
character excludes them from the fhades of fecrec 
as incitements to ſcrupulous caution and e 
purity of manners. No man, however enflaved to 


his appetites, or hurricd by his paſſions, can, While 
he preſerves his intellects unimpaired, pleaſe himſelf 


with promoting the corru e of others. He whoſe 


merit has enlarged his influence, would ſurely wiſh 
to exert it for the benefit of mankind. Yet ſuch 
will be the effect of his reputation, while he ſuffers 
himſelf to indulge in any favourite fault, that they 


who have no hope to reach his excellence will catch 
at his failings, and his virtues will be Cited to juſtify 


the copiers of his vices. 
It is particularly the duty of thoſe who conſign 


illuſtrious names to poſterity, to take care leſt cheir 
readers be milled by ambiguous examples. That 
writer may be juſtly condemned as an enemy to 


goodneſs, who ſutfers fondneſs or intereſt to confound 


right with wrong, or to ſhelter the faults which even 
the wiſeſt and the beſt have committed from that 
_ 1gnominy which guilt ought always to ſuffer, ard 
| with which it ſhould be more deeply ſtigmatized 
when dignified by its neighbourhood to uncommon 
worth, tince we ſhall be in danger of beholding it 


without abhorrence, unleſs its turpitude be laid open, 
and the eye ſecured from the deception of ſurround- 


ing 1 plendour. FED 
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Young was I once and poor, now rich and old ; 

A harder caſe than mine was never told ; 

Bleſt with the pow'r to uſe them—I had none; 
Loaded with riches now, the pow'r is gone. F. LEWIS. 


To the RAMBLER. 


SIR, 
HE writers who have undertaken the unpro- 
& miſting taſk of moderating deſire, exert all the 
power of their eloquence, to ſhew that happineſs is 
not the lot of man, and have by many arguments 
and examples proved the inſtability of every condi- 
tion by which envy or ambition are excited. They 
have ſet befcre our eyes all the calamities to which 
we are expoſed from the frailty of nature, the in- 
fluence of accident, or the ſtratagems of malice; 
they have terrified greatneſs with conſpiracies, and 
riches with anxietics, wit with criticiſm, and beauty 
With diſcaſe. %%% 
All the force of reaſon, and all the charms of 
language, are indeed neceflary to ſupport poſitions 
which every man hears with a wiſh to confute them. 
Truth finds an eaſy entrance into the mind when 
ſhe is introduced by defire, and attended by plea- 
ſure, but when ſhe intrudes uncalled, and brings 
only fear and ſorrow in her train, the paſſes 2 


* b , 
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the intellect are barred againſt her by prejudice 


and paſſion; if the ſometimes forces her way by 


the batteries of argument, the ſeldom long keeps 


polleflion of her conqueſts, but is ejected by ſome 


fivourcd enemy, or at belt obtains only a nominal 
ſovereignty, without influence and without autho- 
1 | | 1 

That life is ſhort we are all convinced, and 
yet ſuffer not that conviction to repreſs our pro- 
jets or limit our expectations; that life is miſe- 
rable we all feel, and yet we believe that the time 


is near wen we ſhall feel it no longer. But to 


hope happineſs and Wnmortality is equally vain 
Our ſtate may indeed 50 more or u eres, 
as our duration may be more or leſs contracted; 


yet the utmoſt felicity which we can ever attain 


will be little better than alleviation of miſery, and 


we ſhall always feel more pain from our wants 
than pleaſure from our enjoyments. The inci-. 
dent which I am going to relate will ſhew, that to 


deſtroy the effect of all our fucceſs, it is not 


_ necellary that any ſignal calamity ſhould fall 


upon us, that we ſhould be haraſſed by impla- 
cable perſccution, or excruciated by irremediable 


pains; the brighteſt hours of proſperity have 


their clouds, and the ſtream of life, if it is 


not ruffled by obſtructions, will grow putr'1 by 


ſtagnation. 


Muy father reſolving not to imitate the folly of 


bis anceſtors, who had hitherto left the younger 
> fons encumbrances on the eldeſt, deſtined me to 

a lucrative profeſſion ; and I being careful to loſe 
no opportunity of improvement, was, at the uſual 
time in which young men enter the world, we! 
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qualified for the exerciſe of the buſineſs which 1 
had choſen. | 

My eagerneſs to diſtinguiſh myſelf in publick, 
and my impatience of the narrow ſcheme of lite 
to which my indigence confined me, did not ſuffer 
me to continue long in the town where I was born. 
T1 went away as from a place of confinement, with 
a reſolution to return no more, till I ſhould * able 
to dazzle with my ſplendour thoſe who now looked 
upon me with contempt, to reward thoſe who had 
paid honours to my dawning merit, and to 
thow all who had ſuffered me to glide by them un- 
known and neglected, how much they miſtook 
their intereſt in coming to propitiate a genius like 
mine. 

Such were my intentions when I ſallicd forth into 
the unknown world, in queſt of riches and honours, 
which I expected to procure in a very ſhort time; 
for what could withhold them from induſtry and 
| knowledge ? He that indulges hope will always be 
diſappointed. Reputation I very ſoon obtained; 


but as merit is much more cheaply acknowledged 1 
„ /, than rewarded, I did not find my ſelf y. teuricha di in 


proportion to my celebrity. | 
+7 I had however | in time ſurmounted the cbſlactes 
dy which envy and competition obſtruct the firſt 
attempts of a new claimant, and ſaw my op- 
nents and cenſurers tacitly confeſſing their defpair 
of ſucceſs, by courting my friendſhip and yielding 
to my influence. They who once purſued me, 
were now ſatisfied to eſcape from me; and they 
who had before thought me preſumptuous in hoping 


to overtake them, had now their utmoſt wiſh, if 


they were permitted at no great diſtance quiet! y to. f 
fallow me.. "I 
My = 


N? 165. THE RAMBLER. 3 


My wants were not madly multiplied as my 
acquiſitions increaſed, and the time came at 
length, when I thought myſelf enabled to gratify 
all reaſonable defires, and M en, therefore, I re- 
ſolved to enjoy that plenty and ferenity which 1 
had been hitherio labouring to procure, to enjoy 
them while I was yet neither cruſhed by age into 
infirmity, nor ſo habituated to a particular man- 
ner of lite as to be * for new ſludies or en- 
tertainments. 

I now quitted my profeſſion, and to ſet myl- If 
at once free from all importunities to reſume it, 
| changed my reſidence, and devoted the remain- 
ing part of my time to quiet and amuſement. 
Amidſt innumerable projects of pleaſure which 
reſtleſs idleneſs incited me to form, and of which 
moſt, when they came to the moment of execu- 
tion, were rejected for others of no longer conti- 
nuance, ſome accident revived in my imagination 
the pleaſing ideas of my native place. It was now 
in my power to viſit thoſe from whom I had been 
ſo long abſent, in ſuch a manner as was conſiſtent 
with my former reſolution, and I wondered how it. 
could happen that I had ſo long delayed my own 

happineſs. 
Fal of the a which J ſhould excite, 
and the homage which J ſhould receive, I dreſſed 
my ſervants in a more oſtentatious livery, purchaſed 
a magnificent chariot, and reſolved to dazzle the 
inhabitants of the little town with an 8 5 
blaze of greatneſs. 

While the preparations that vanity. required 
were male for my departure, which, as work- 
men will not ealily be hurried beyond their ordi- 


55 wat 5 0 1 thought very tedious, J folaced my 


„„ impatience 
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impatience with imagining the various cenſures 
that my appearance would produce, the hopes 
which ſome would feel from my bounty, the 
terror which my power would ſtrike on others; 

the awkward reſpect with which I thould be ac- 
coſted by timorous officiouſneſs; and the diſtant 
reverence with which others, leſs familiar to ſplen- 
dour and dignity, would be contented to gaze 
upon me. I deliberated a long time, whether I 


ſhould immediately deſcend to a level with my 


tormer acquaintances, or make my ccndeſcenſion 


more grateful by a gentle tranſition from haughti- 


nels and reſerve. At length I determined to for- 


get ſome of my companions, till they diſcovered 
themſelves by fome indubitable token, and to 
receive the congratulations of others upon my 
good fortune with indifference, to ſhew that I 
always expected what I had now obtained. The 
_ acclamations of the populace I purpoſed to re- 


ward with fix hogſheads of ale, and a roaſted ox, 


and then recommend to them to return to their ” 


work. 
At laſt all the trappings of FEA were fitted, 


and I began the journey of triumph, which I 
could have withed to have ended in the ſame mo- 
ment, but my horſes felt none of their maſter's 
ardour, and I was ſhaken four days upon rugged 
roads. I then entered the town, and having 
graciouſly let fall the glaſſes, that my perſon 
might be feen, paſſed flowly through the {trect. 
The noiſe of the wheels brought the inhabitants 
to their doors, but I could not perceive that 1 
was known by them. At laſt I alighted, and my 
name, I ſuppoſe, was told by my ſervants, for 


the barber -O- from the oppotite houſe, and 
5 ſeized 
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ſeized me by the hand with honeſt joy in his 


countenance, which, according to the rule that 
I had preſcribed to mylelt, J repreſſed with a 


2 frigid graciouſneſs. The fellow, inſtead of ſink- 


ing into dejection, turned away with contempt, 
and left me to confider how the ſecond ſalutation 
ſhould be received. The next friend was better 
treated, for I ſoon found that I muſt purchaſe by 


—_— that regard which I had expected to enforce. 


by infolence. 1 
There was yet no ſmoke of bonfires, no har- 


mony of bells, no ſhout of crowds, nor riot of 


joy; the bulineſs of the day went forward as be- 


fore; and after having ordered a ſplendid ſupper, 
which no man came to partake, and which m 
chagrin hindered me from taſting, I went to bed, 
where the vexation of diſappointment overpowered 
the fatigue of my journey, and kept me from ſleep. 


1 role fo much humbled by thoſe mortifications, 
as to inquire after the preſent ſtate of the town, 


and found that I had been abſent too long to 


obtain the triumph which had flattered my ex- 


pectation. Of the friends whoſe compliments 1 
expected, ſome had long ago moved to diſtant 
provinces, ſome had loſt in the maladies of age 
all ſenſe of another's proſperity, and ſome had 


forgotten our former intimacy amidit care and 


diſtreſſes. Of three whom I had refolved to 
puniſh for their former offences by a longer con- 


tinuance of neglect, one was, by his own in- 


duſtry, raiſed above my ſcorn, and two were 
| ſheltered from it in the grave. All thoſe whom 
T loved, feared, or hated, all whoſe envy or 


whoſe kindneſs I had hopes of contemplating with 


pleaſure, were ſwept away, and their place was 


C5 
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filled by a new generation with other views and other 
competitions ; and among many proots of the im- 


potence of wealth, I found that it conferred upon 
me very tew diſtinctions in my native place. 


1 am, SIR, &c. 
SEROTINUS. 


Nous. 166. Seronpar, October 19, 1751. 


Pauper eris * | pauper es, A — 
Dantur opes nullis nunc ni divitibus. | a. 


Once poor, my friend, ſtill poor you muſt remain, 


The rich alone bave all the means of gain. ED. Cav 1. | j 


No complaint has been more frequanly re- 
p<ated in all ages than that of the neglect of 
merit "oc tated with poverty, and the difficulty 
with which valuable or pleaſing qualities force 
themſclves into view, when they are obfcured by 
indigence. It has been long obſerved, that native 
beauty has little power to charm without the orna- 
ments which fortune beſtows, and that to want the 
favour of others is often ſufficient to hinder us from 
obtaining | "| 
Every day diſcovers that mankind are not yer : 
convinced of their error, or that their conviction is 
without power to influence their conduct; for po- 
verty ſtill continues to produce contempt, and {till 

_ obitructs the claims of kindred and of virtue. The 
eye of wealth is elevated towards higher ſtations, | 
and ſeldom deſcends to examine the actions of thoſe 
who are placed below the level of its notice, and 
who in diltant 9 and lower ſituations are 


 Kruggling | 


loweſt claſſes of man 


tions rubbed away. _ : 
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ſtruggling with diſtreſs, or toiling for bread. Among 


the multitudes overwhelmed with inſuperable cala- 


mity, it is common to find thoſe whom a very little 
aſſiſtance would enable to ſupport themſelves with 
decency, and who yet cannot obtain from near re- 
lations what they ſee hourly laviſhed in oſtentation, 
luxury, or frolick. — 

There are natural reaſons why poverty does not 


eaſily conciliate affection. He that has been con- 


fined from his infancy to the converſation of the 
Lind, mutt neceſſarily want, 

thoſe accompliſhments which are the uſual means 

of attracting favour; and though truth, fortitude, 


and probity, give an indiſputable right to reverence 
and kindneſs, they will not be diſtinguiſhed by com- 
mon eyes, unleſs they are brightened by elegance 


of manners, but are catt aſide like unpolithed gems, 
of which none but the artilt knows the intrinſie value, 
till their aſperit ies are ſmoothed and their incruſta- 

The groſſneſs of vulgar habits obſtructs the effi- 
cacy of virtue, as impurity and harſhneſs of ſtyle _ 
impairs the force of reaſon, and rugged numbers 
turn off the mind from artifice of dilpolition and 
fertility of invention. Few have itrongti of reaſon 


to ov-r-zule the perceptions of ſchie; and yet 
fewer have curiolity or benevolence to {truggle long 


againſt the firſt impreſſion: he therefore who fails 


to 2 in his ſalutation and addreſs, is at once re- 
* 


his latent excellencies or eſſential qualities. 


ed, and n-ver obtains an opportunity of thow ing 


It is inde d not eaſy to preſcribe a ſucceſsful man- 


ner of approach to the diitreifed or neceſſitous, wh fe 
condition ſabjects every kind of buhaviour equally 
= miſcarriage. He whole confulence of merit in- 


ä cites. 
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cites him to meet without 2 apparent ſenſe of in- 


feriority the eyes of thoſe who flattered themſelves 
with their own dignity, is conſidered as an inſolent 
leveller, impatient of the juſt prerogatives of rank 
and wealth, eager to uſurp the ſtation to which he 
has no right, and to confound the ſubordinations 


of ſociety; and who would contribute to the exalta- 


tion of that ſpirit which even want and calamity are 
not able to reſtrain from rudeneſs and rebellion. 

But no better ſucceſs will commonly be found to 
attend ſervility and dejection, which often give pride 
the confidence to treat them with contempt. A 
requeſt made with diffidence and timidity is eaſily 


denied, becauſe the petitioner himſelf ſeems to doubt : 


its fitneſs. 


| Kindneſs is generally reciprocal ; we are A 
of pleaſing others, becauſe we receive pleaſure 


from them; but by what means can the man pleafe, 
whoſe attention is engroſſed by his diſtreſſes, and 


who has no leiſure to be officious; whoſe will is- 
reftrained by his neceffities, and who has no power 
to conf*c benefits; whoſe temper is perhaps vitiated 


dy miſery, and whoſe underitanding | is 85 by 


| Ignorance * = 


It is yet a more offenſive 3 that 
the ſame actions performed by different hands pro- 
duce different effects, and inſtead of rating the man 


by his performances, we rate too fr requenily the per- 
formance by the man. It fometimes happens i in the 
combinations of life, that i important ſervices are per- 
formed by inferiors; but though their zeal and ac- 
tivity may be paid by pecuniary rewards, they ſel- 
dom excite that flow of gratitude, or obtain that 
accumulation of recompence, with which all think 


it dbeir duty to ene the favour of thoſe. 
WhO | 
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neſs feldom ritcs at the ſi ght of poverty, which every 
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who deſcend to their aſſiſtance from a higher eleva- 
tion. Jo be obliged, is to be in ſome reſpect infe- 
rior to another; and few willingly indulge the me- 
mory of an action which raiſes one whom they have 
always been accuſtomed to think below them, but 
fatisty themfelves with faint praiſe and penurious 
payment, and then drive it from their own minds, 
and endeavour to conceal it from the knowledge of 
others. .  -- 5 | | 
It may be always objected to the ſervices of thoſe 


who can be ſuppoſed to want a reward, that they 
were produced not by kindneſs but intereſt ; they 


are therefore, when they are no longer wanted, eafily 


diſregarded as arts of inſinuation, or ſtratagems of 


ſelfiſhneſs. Benefits which are received as gifts from 


wealth, are exacted as debts from indigence ; and he 
that in a high ſtation is celebrated for ſuperfluous 


goodneſs, would in a meaner condition have barely 
been confeſſed to have done his duty. : 
It is ſcareely poſſible for the utmoſt benevolence 


to oblige, when exerted under the diſadvantages of 


great inferiority ; for by the habitual arrogance of 


wealth, ſuch expectations are commonly formed as 
no zeal or induſtry can Z. and what regard 


can he hope, who has done leſs than was demanded 


from him? 


There are indeed kindnefſes conferred which were 
never purchated by precedent favours, and there 183 

an affection not ariling from gratitude or grofs in- 
tereſt, by which fimilar natures are attracted to each 
other, without proipect of any other advantage than 
the pleaſure of exchanging ſentiments, and the hope 

of confirming their eſteem of themſelves by the ap- 


probation of each other. Put this ſpontaneors fond- 


one 
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ane r -gards with habitual contempt, and of which the 
apple is no more courted by vanity, than the 
coincnance is ſolicited by ambition. Lhe moit ge- 
nerous an difinterelted friendſhip muſt be reſolved. 
at laſt into the love of ourſelves ; he therefore whoſe 
reputation or dignity inclines us to conſider his 
_ eſteem as a tefimonial of deſert, will always find 
our hearts open to his endearments. We every da 
ſee men of eminec followed with all the obſequi- 
ouſneſs of dependance, and courted with all the 
blandiſhments of flattery, by thoſe who want nothing 
from them but profeſſions of regard, and who think 
them ſclves liberally rewarded by A bow, a ne, or 
an embrace. 

But thoſe orejuiſices which every mind feels more 
or leſs in favour of riches, ought, like other opinions 
which only cuſtom and example have impreſſed upon 

us, to be in time ſubjected to reaſon. We mult. 
learn how to ſeparate the real character from extra- 
neous adheſions and caſual circumitunces, to con- 
ſider cloſely him whom we are about to adopt or to 
reject ; to regard his inclinations as well as his ac- 
tions ; to trace out thoſe virtuts which lie torpid | in 
the heart for want of opportunity, and thoſe vices 
that lurk unſeen by the abſence of temptation; that 
when we find worth faintly ſhooting in the hades of 
obſcurity, we may let in light and ſunſhine upon it, 
and ripen barren volition 1 into ethcacy and power. 
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| Nums. 167. TuesDay, Oavler 22, 1751. 


Candida perpetuo refrde concordia lecto, 


Tamgque pari ſemper fit Venus aqua _ 
Diligat ipſa ſenem quondam, fed et ipſa 


Tum quoque cum fuerit, non 2 anus. MART. 


Their nuptial bed may ſmiling concord dreſs, 
And Venus ſtill the happy union bleſs! 
Wrinkled with age, may mutual love and truch 
To their dim eyes recall the bloom of youth. F. Lewis. 


To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 


Y is not common to envy thoſe with whom we 
cannot eaſily be placed in compariſon. Every 
man ſees without malevolence the progreſs of ano- 
ther in the tracks of life, which he has himſelf no 
deſire to tread, and hears, without inclination to 

cavils or contradiction, the renown of choſe whoſe 
_ diſtance will not ftuifer them to draw the attention 

of mankind from his own merit. The failor never 
thinks it neceſſary to conteſt the lawyer's abilities; 

nor would the Rambler, how ever jealousot his te- 
putation, be much diſturbed by the lucerſs of rival 
wits at Agra or Iſpahan. 

We do not therefore aſcribe to you any fuperta- 
tive degree of virtue, when we believe that we may 
inform you of our change of condition without 
danger of malignant faſcination z and that when 

you read of the marriage of your correſpondents | 

1 and Tranquilla, you will join your withes 
to thoſe of their other friends for the happy event of 

nan union in which 3 and lelnllinefs had lo 
_ Uttle part. 1 

: There 


inconveniencies likewiſe to he 
together with confederate intellects and auxiliar 
virtues, we mult find different opinions and oppoſite” 


who enter into the ſame ſtate, that we have allowed 


our minds to form no unreaſonable expectations, 


nor vitiated our fancies, in the ſoft hours of court- 


ſhip, with viſions of felicity which human power 
eannot beſtow, or of perfection which human 


virtue cannot attain.. That impartiality with which 
we endeavoured to inſpect the manners of all 


whom we have known was never ſo much over- 
rered by our. paſſion, but that we diſcovered. 
in each other; and. 

ton, that as there are 


ſome faults and weakneſſe 
joined our hands in /conyg 
advantages to be enjo 


inclinations. 


We however Itter ourſelves, for who is. not 


flattered by himſcli as well as by others on the. 
day of marriage, th. we are eminently quali- 
fied to give mutual pl-aſure. Our birch is with-- 
out any. ſuch remarkable diſparity as can give 


bead opportunity of inſulting the other with 
us names and ſplendid alliances, or of call- 
ing in, upon any domeſtick controverſy, the. over- 


pomp 


bearing ailiftance of powerful relations. Our 
fortune was equally ſuitable, ſo that we meet 


without any of thoſe obligations wikh always 
produce reproach or ſuſpicion of reproach, which, 
though they may be forgotten in the gaieties of 


the firſt month, no delicacy. will always ſuppreſs, 
or of which the ſuppreſſion mult be conlidered as 


a new favour, to be repaid by tameneſs and ſub- 
million, till gratitude takes the place of love, and 
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There is at leaſt this reaſon why we ſhould be 
leſs deceived in our connubial hopes than many 
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the delire of pleaſing degenerates by degrees into 
the fear of offending. = 
The ſettlements cauſed no delay; for we did 
not truſt our affairs to the negociation of wretches 
who ſhould have paid their court by multiplying 
ſtipulations. Tranquilla ſcorned to detain any 
rt of her fortune from him into whote hands 
| the delivered up her perſon; and Hymenæus 
thought no act of baſeneſs more criminal than 
his who enflaves his wife by her own generolity, 
who by marrying without a jointure condemns her 
to all the dangers of accident and caprice, and at 
laſt boalts his liberality, by granting what only the 
indiſcretion of her kindneſs enabled him to with- 
hold. He therefore received on the common 
terms the portion which any other woman might 
have brought him, and reſerved all the exube- 
ance of acknowledgment for thoſe excellencies 
Which he has yet been able to diſcover only in 
Tranquillaa. 2” l Op 
We did not paſs the weeks of courtſhip like 
thoſe who conſider themſelves as taking the laſt 


draught of pleaſure, and reſolve not to quit the 
bowl without a ſurfeit, or who know themſelves 


about to ſet happineſs to hazard, and endeavour 
to loſe their ſenſe of danger in the ebriety of per- 


petual amuſement, and whirl round the gulph | 


before they fink. Hymenzus often repeated a me- 


' _  dical axiom, that he ſuccours of fickneſs ought not 


| ta be waſted in health. We know that however 
our eyes may yet ſparkle, and our hearts bound 
at the preſence of each other, the time of liſtleſſ- 
neſs and fatiety, of peeviſhneſs and diſcontent, 
muſt come at laſt, in which we ſhall be driven 


for relief to ſhows and recreations ; that the uni- 


formity 
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formity of life muſt be ſometimes diverſified, and the 


vacuities of converſation ſometimes fupplicd. We 


rejoice in the reflection that we have ſtores of no- 
velty yet unexhauited, which may be opened when 
repletion iholl call for change, and gratifications. 
yet untaitcd, by which life, when it ſhall become 
vapid or bitter, may be reſtored to its former ſweet- 
neſs and ſprightlineſs, and again irritate the appe- 
tite, and again ſparkle in the cup. 

Our time will probably be leſs taſteleſs than 


that of thoſe whom the authority and avarice of, 
parents unites almoſt without their conſent in 
their early years, before they have accumulated 
any fund of reflection, or collected materials for 
mutual entertzirment. Such we have often ſcen 
riſing in the morning to cards, and _— the 


afternoon to doze, whoſe happineſs was celebrated 


by their neighbours, becauſe they happened to 
grow rich by parſimony, and to be kept quiet 
by inſenſibility, and agrecd to eat and to ilcep 


JJ Lo 
We have both mingled with the world, and 


are therefore no ſtrangers to the faulis and vir- 


tues, the defigns and competitions, the hopes and 


ſears of our cotemporarics. We have both amuſed 


our leiſure with books, and can therctore recount 


the events of former times, or cite the dictates of 


ancient wiſdom. Every occurrence furniſhes us 


with ſome hint which one or the other can im- 


pro e, and if it ſhould happen tliat memory or 


„moving ſolitude. 


1 ination fail us, we can retire to no idle or un- 


: hough our characters, beheld at a diſtance, 
dit this general reſemblance, yet a nearer in- 
tion diſcovers ſuch a diſſimilitude of our ha- 
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bitudes and ſentiments, as leaves each ſome pe— 
culiar advantages, and affords that concordia diſcors, 
that ſuitable diſagreement which is always neceſ- 
fary to intellectual harmony. There may be a total 
diverſity of ideas which admits no participation 
of the ſame delight, and there may likewiſe be ſuch 
a conformity of notions, as leaves ncither any thing 
to add to the decifions of the other. With fuch 


contrariety there can be no peace, with ſuch ſimi- 
larity there can be no pleaſure. Our reafonings, 


though often formed upon different views, terminate 
generally in the ſame concluſion. Our thoughts, 
like rivulets iſſuing from diſtant ſprings, are each 
impregnated in its courſe with various mixtures, 
and tinged by infultons unknown to the other, yet 


at laſt caſily unite. into one ſtream, and purity _ 
themlelves by the " e:tervelcence of contrary 


qualith s. 
Theſe benefits we receive in a greater degree, 


as we converſe without reſerve, becauſe we have 


nothing to conceal. We have no debts to be paid 


by imperceptible deductions from avowed expences, 


no habits to be indulged by the private ſubſer- 
viency of a favoured ſervant, no private Interviews 


with needy relations, no intelligence with {pics 
placed upon each other, We conſidered marriage 
as the molt folemn league of perpetual friendſhip, a 

_ ſtate from which artifice and concealment are to be 
| baniſhed for ever, and in which every act of difli- 


mulation is a breach of faith. 
Ehe amen 8 of 8 and Boy 


naturally produces, hs 2 cea aled to bg us 
imo irzcgularity and vehemence; and e 


has | 
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has ſhewn us that few gratifications are too valuable 


to be ſacrificed to complaiſance. We have thought 
it convenient to reſt from the fatigue of pleaſure, and 
now only continue that courſe of life into Which we 
had before entered, confirmed in our choice by 
mutual approbation, ſupported in our-refolution by 


mutual enconragement, and afliſted in our efforts 


by mutual exhortation. 


Such, Mr. Rambler, is our proſpect of life, a 
proſpect which, as it is beheld with more attention, 


feems to open more extenſive happineſs, and ſpreads 
by degrees into the boundleſs regions of eternity, 
But it all our prudence has been vain, and we are 
doomed to give one inſtance more of the uncertainty 
of human diſcernment, we thall comfort ourſelves. 
amidſt our diſappointmenis, that we were not be- 
trayed but by ſuch deluittons as caution could not 
eſcape, ſince we ſought happineſs only in the arms 


SIR, 1 
Your humble Servants, 
_ Hxuxxus, 
TAN GUILIA. 
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NuMB. 168. SATURDAY, Oftber 26, 1751, 
————Decpit | | 

Frons prima multos, rare mens intelligit 
Quod interiore condidit cura angulo. PHADRUS, 


The tinſel glitter, and the ſpecious mien, 
Delude the moſt ; few pry le und the ſcene. 


T has been obſerved by Boileau, that “ a mean 
« or common thought expreſſed in pompous 

« diction, gencrally pleaſes more than a new or 
« noble ſentiment delivered in low and vulgar 
« language ; becauſe the number is greater of thoſe 
« whom cuſtom has enabled to judge of words, than 


„whom ſtudy has qualified to examine things.” 


This ſolution might ſatisfy, if ſuch only were 
offended with meanneſs of expreſſion as are unable 
to diitinguiſh propriety of thought, and to ſeparate 
propoſitions or images from the vehicles by Which 


they are conveyed to the underitanding. But this 
kind of diſgult is by no means confined to the ig- 
norant or ſuperficial ; it operates uniformly and 
_ univerſally upon readers of all claſſes; every man, 


however profound or abſtracted, perceives himſelf 


irreſiſtibly alienated by low terms; they who pro- 
feſs the moſt zcalous adherence to truth are forced 
to admit that ſhe owes part of her charms to her 
ornaments; and loſes much of her power over the 
ſoul, when ſhe appears diſgraced by a dreſs uncouth 


or ill-adjuſted. 


We are all offended by low terms, but are not 
diſguſted alike by the ſame compolitions, becauſe 


we do not all agree to cenſure the ſame terms as 
low. No word is naturally or intrinſically meaner 
man another; our opinion therefore of words, as 


» 
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of other things arbitrarily and capriciouſly eſta- 
bliſhed, depends wholly upon accident and cuſtom. 


The cottager thinks thoſe apartments ſplendid and 


ſpacious, which an inhabitant of palaces will de- 
iſe for their inelegance; and to him who has 
paſſed moſt of his hours with the delicate and po- 

Be, many expreſſions will ſeem ſordid, which an- 


other, equally acute, may hear without offence ; 


but a mean term never fails to diſpleaſe him to 
whom it appears mean, as poverty is certainly and 
invariably deſpiſed, though he who is poor in the 
eyes of ſome, may by others be envied for his 
wealth. | „ Toon 
Words become low by the occaſions to which 


they are applied, or the general character of them 


who uſe them; and the diſguſt which they pro- 
duce, ariſes from the revival of thoſe images with 
which they are commonly united. Thus if, in 
the moſt folemn diſcourſe, a phraſe happens to 


occur which has been ſucceſstully employed in 


ſome ludicrous narrative, the graveſt auditor finds 


it difficult to refrain from laughter, when they 


who are not prepoſſeſſed by the fame accidental 
aſſociation, are utterly unable to gueſs the reaſon 
of his merriment. Words which convey ideas of 


dignity in one age, are baniſhed from elegant writ- 


ing or converſation in another, becauſe they are in 
time debaſed by vulgar mouths, and can be no 
longer heard without the involuntary recollection of 
- 8 images. Ls ok 


hen Mackbeth is confirming himſelf in the | 


horrid purpoſe of ſtabbing his king, he breaks out 
amidſt his emotions into a with natural to a mur- 


derer. ” 


—— Come, | 


— ITT. RL 
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Come, thick night! 
And pall thee in the dunneſt ſinoke of hell, 
That my keen knife ſee not the wound it makes; 
Nor heav'n peep through the blanket of the dark, 
To cry, Hold, hold! | | 


In this paſſage is exerted all the force of poetry, 
that force which calls new powers into being, 
which embodies ſentiment, and animates matter ; 
yet perhaps ſcarce any man now peruſes it without 


ſome diſturbance of his attention from the counter- 


action of the words to the ideas. What can be 
more dreadful than to implore the preſence of 
night, inveſted not in common obſcurity but in 
the ſmoke of hell? Yet the efficacy of this invo- 
cation is deſtroyed by the infertion of an epithet 


now ſeldom heard but in the ſtable, and dn night 
may come or go without any other notice than con- 


If we ſtart into raptures when ſome hero of the 


Iliad tells us that dn paweras, his lance rages with 
eagerneſs to deſtroy ; if we are alarmed at the terror 

of the ſoldiers commanded by Cæſar to hew down 
the ſacred grove, wha dreaded, ſays Lucan, leſt the 
axe aimed at the oak ſhould fly back upon the itriker, 


| Si robora ſacra fertrent, | 

In fua credebant rediturc. membra ſecures, 

None dares with impious ſteel the grove to rend, 
Leſt on himſelf the deſtin'd ſtroke deſcend ; 


we cannot ſurely but ſympathiſe with the horrors 
of a wretch about to murder his maſter, his friend, 


his benefactor, who ſuſpects that the weapon will 


refuſe its office, and ſtart back from the breaſt 
wich he is preparing to violate. Yet this ſenti- 
ment is weakened by the name of an inſtrument 


1 | uſed 


— — 
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uſed by butchers and cooks in the meaneſt employ- | 


ments; we do not immediately conceive that any 


crime of importance is to be committed with a #n:fe ; 


or who does not, at laſt, from the long habit of 


| connecting a knife with fordid offices, feel averſion 


rather than terror ? 
Mackbeth proceeds to wiſh, in the madneſs of 


uilt, that the inſpection of heaven may be inter- 
cepted, and that he may, in the involutions of in- 
fernal darknels, eſcape the eye of providence. This 
is the utmolt extravagance of determined wicked- 
neſs; yet this is fo debaſed by two unfortunate words, 


that while I endeavour to impreſs on my readcr the 
energy of the ſentiment, I can ſearce check my 


riſibility, when the expreſſion forces itſelf upon my 


mind; for who, without fome relaxation of his 
gravity, can hear of the avengers of guilt Peeping 


through a blanket 9 
Theſe imperfections of Adlon are leſs obvious 


to the reader, as he is leſs acquainted with common 
_ uſages ; they are therefore wholly imperceptible to a 


foreigner, who learns our language from books, and 


will ſtrike a lolitary academic leſs e than a 
modith lady. - 
Among the numerous s requilites that moſt concur | 

to complete an author, few are of more importance 

_ than an early entrance into the living world. The 

ſeeds of knowledge may be planted in ſolitude, but 


mult be cultivated | in publick. Argumentation may 


be taught in colleges, and theories formed in re- 
tirement; but the artifice of embelliſhment, and the 
powers of Oo, Can be gained only by general 


converſe. he . 
An acquaintance with peexailing cuſtoms and | 


fathionable elegance Is necellary likewiſe for other | 


pur Pobes. 


4 „ . A 
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purpoſes. The injury.that grand imagery fuffers 


trom unſuitable language, perſonal merit may fear 


from rudeneſs and indelicacy. When the ſucceſs 
of Eneas depended on the favour of the queen upon 


whoſe coaſts he was driven, his celeſtial protectreſs 


thought him not ſufficiently ſecured againſt rejec- 
tion by his piety or bravery, but decorated him 
for the interview with preternatural beauty. Who- 


ever delires, for his writings or himſelf, what none 
can reaſonably contemn, the favour of mankind, 
muſt add grace to ſtrength, and make his thoughts 


agreeable as well as uſeful. Many complain of 


neglect who never tried to attract regard. It cannot 


be expected that the patrons of ſcience or virtue 


ſhould be ſolicitous to diſcover excellencies, which 


they who poſſeſs them ſhade and diſguife. Few have 


abilities ſo much needed by the reſt of the world as 
do be careſſed on their own terms; and he that will 


not condeſcend to recommend himſelf by external 


__ embelliſhments, muſt ſubmit to the fate of juſt ſen; 
timent meanly expreſſed, and be ridiculed and for- 
gotten before he is underſtood. — 


Nun. 169. Tuzspay, Ofcber 29, 175. 


Net pluteum cadit, nec demorſos ſapit ungues. PERS tus, 


No blood from bitten nails thoſe poems drew; 
But churn'd, like ſpittle, from the lips they flew, . 


NAFERAL hiſtorians aſſert, that whatever 
is formed for long duration arrives flowly to 
its maturity. Thus the firmeſt timber is of tardy 
growth, and animals 4 exceed each other 
= in 


Tos DRYDEN, 


| 
| 
| 
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in longevity, in proportion to the time between 
their conception and their birth. _ 

The fame obſervation may be extended to the 
offspring of the mind. Haſty compoſitions, how- 
ever they pleaſe at firſt by flowery luxuriance, and 


ſpread in the ſunfhine of temporary favour, can ſel- 
dom endure the change of ſeaſons, but periſh at the 


frlirſt blaſt of criticiſm, or froſt of neglect. When 


Apelles was reproached with the paucity of his pro- 


ductions, and the inceſſant attention with which he 


retouched his pieces, he condeſcended to make no 


other anſwer, than that he painted for perpetuity. 
No vanity can more juſtly incur contempt and 
indignation than that which boalts of negligence and 
- hurry. For who can bear with patience the writer 
who claims ſuch ſuperiority to the reſt of his ſpecies, 
as to imagine that mankind are at leiſure for atten- 
tion to his extemporary ſallies, and that poſterity 
will repoſite his caſual effuſions among the treaſures 
of ancient wiſdom * : 

Men have ſometimes appeared. a fuch tranſcend. 1 
ent abilities, that their ilightelt and moſt curſorß 
performances excel all that labour and fl - ly can 
enable meaner intellects to compoſe; as there are 
regions of which the ſpontancous products cannat be 
equalled in other foils by care and culture. But it 
is no lefs dangerous for any man to place himſelf in 


_ this rank of underſtanding, and fancy that he is born 


i. be illuſtrious without Jabour, than to omit the 


cares of huſbandry, and expect from his ground the 4 
bloſſoms of Arabia. 


Ĩ be greateſt part of thoſe who congratulate tem- 
ws ſelves upon their intellectual dignity, and ufurp the | 
privileges of genius, are men whom only theraſelves | 
nu ould ever have marked out as ranch by uncom- | 
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mon liberalities of nature, or entitled to veneration 


and immortality on eaſy terms. This ardour of 


confidence is uſually found among thoſe who, having 
not enlarged their notions by books or converſation, 


are perſuaded, by the partiality which we all feel in 


our own favour, that they have reached the ſummit 
of excellence, becauſe they diſcover none hig 
than themſelves; and who acquieſce in the firſt 


thoughts that occur, becauſe their ſcantinefs of 


knowledge allows them little choice, and the narrow- 
neſs of their views affords them mo glimple of perfec- 
tion, of that ſublime idea which human induſtry 
| has from the firſt ages been vainly toiling to approach. 
They fee a little, and believe that there is nothing 
beyond their ſphere of viſion, as the Patuecos of Spain, 
who inhabited a ſmall valley, conceived the fur- 
rounding mountains to be the boundaries of the 
world. In proportion as perfection is more diſtinctly 


conceived, the pleaſure of contemplating our .] 
performances will be leſſened; it may therefore be 


obſerved, that they who molt deferve praiſe are often 
afraid to decide in favour of their own performances; 
they know how much is ſtill wanting to their comple- 
tion, and wait with anxiety and terror the determina- 


tion of the publick. I pleaſe every ane elſe, ſays Tully, 


but never ſatisfy myſelf. 


It has often been inquired, why, notwithſtanding 
__theadvances of latter ages in ſcience, and the aſſiſt- 
ance which the infuſion of ſo many new ideas has 
given us, we {till fall below the ancients in the 
art of compoſition. Some part of their ſuperiority 
may be juſtly aſcribed to the graces of their language, 
from which the moſt poliſhed of the preſent Euro- 
Ipearrtongues are nothing more thun barbarous dege- 
F uerations. Some advantage they might gain merely 


„ lt 
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by priority, which put them in poſſeſſion of the moſt 
—— ſentiments, and left us nothing but ſervile 
ition or forced conceits. But the greater part 
their praiſe ſeems to have been the juſt reward of 


| modeſty and labour. Their ſenſe of human weak- Þ 


neſs confined them commonly to one ſtudy, which 
their knowledge of the extent of every ſcience en- 
gaged them to proſecute with indefatigable dili. 
Among the writers of antiquity I remember none 
except Statius who ventures to mention the ſpeedy 
roduction of his writings, either as an extenuation 
of his faults, or a proof of his facility. Nor did 
Statius, when he conſidered himſelf as a candidate 
for laſting reputation, think a cloſer attention un- 
neceſſary, but amidſt all his pride and indigence, the 
two great haſteners of modern poems, employed 
twelve years upon the Thebaid, and thinks his claim 
| to renown proportionate to his labour. 
Tentat, audaci fide, Mantuane 
_ Poliſh'd with endleſs toil, my lays 
At length aſpire to Mantuan praiſe, 
Ovid indeed apologizes in his baniſhment for the 
_ imperfection of his letters, but mentions his want 
of leiſure to poliſh them as an addition to his cala- 
mities; and was ſo far from imagining reviſals and 


corrections unneceſſary, that at his departure from 


Rome, he threw his Metamorphoſes into the fire, 
leſt he ſhould be diſgraced by a book which he could 
r EE 
It ſeems not often tohave happened that the ſame | 


Writer aſpired to reputation in verſe and proſe; and | 
of thoſe few that attempted ſuch diverſity of excel. | 
e . e 
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lence, I know not that even one ſucceeded. Con- 
trary characters they never imagined a ſingle mind 
able to ſupport, and therefore no man is recorded to 
have undertaken more than one kind of dramatick 

try. | 

What they had written they did not venture in 
their firſt fondneſs to thruſt into the world, but con- 
| fidering the impropriety of ſending forth inconſide- 
rately that which cannot be recalled, deferred the 
publication, if not nine years, according to the di- 
rection of Horace, yet till their fancy was cooled 
after the raptures of invention, and the glare of no- 
velty had ceafed to dazzle the judgment. 

There were in thoſe days no weekly or diurnal 
writers; multa dies, & multa litura, much time, and 
many raſures, were conſidered as indiſpenſible re- 
quiſites; and that no other method of attaining laſt- 
ing praiſe has been yet diſcovered, may be conjee- 
tured from the blotted manuſcripts of Milton now 
remaining, and from the tardy emiſſion of Pope's 
eompoſitions, delayed more than once till the inci- 


| dents to which they alluded were forgotten, till 


his enemies were ſecure from his ſatire, and what 
to an honeſt mind mult be more painful, his friends 
were deaf to his encomiums. 

Io him, whoſe eagerneſs of praiſe hurries his 
productions ſoon into the light, many imperfections 
are unavoidable, even where the mind furniſhes the 
materials, as well as regulates their diſpoſition, and 
nothing depends upon ſearch or information. De- 
Au opens new veins of thought, the ſubject diſmiſſed 
for a time appears with a new train of dependant 
images, the accidents of reading or converſation ſup- 


| ply new ornaments or alluſions, or mere intermiſſion 
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new force and make new excur{ions. But all thoſe 
benefits come too late for him, who, when he was 
weary with labour, ſnatched at the recompence, and 
_ gave his work to his friends and his enemies, as ſoon 
as impatience and pride perſuaded him to conclude it. 
One of the moſt pernicious effects of hafte, is 
obſcurity. He that tecms with a quick ſucceſſion 
of ideas, and perceives how one ſentiment produces 
another, ealily believes that he can clearly expreſs 
what he ſo ſtrongly comprehends ; he ſeldom ſuf. 
ects his thoughts of embarraſſment, while he pre- 
er eryes in his own memory the ſeries of connection, 


or his diction of ambiguity, while only one ſenſe is 


preſent to his mind. Yet if he has been emplayed | 
en an abſtruſe or ANT qpie>: 9 argument, he will 
find, when he has a while withdrawn his mind, and 
returns as a new reader to his work, that he has only 
a conjectural glimpſe of his own meaning, and that 
to explain it to thoſe whom he deſires to inſtruct, he 
— open his ſentiments, diſentangle his method, 
and alter his arrangement. 
Authors and lovers always ſuffer ſome e 
from which only abſence can ſet them free; and 
every man ought to reſtore himſelf to the full exer- 
ciſe of his judgment, before he does that which he 


cannot do e, without | injuring his honous 
ö and his — 5 


ſelf. Dittre 
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Nou. 170. SATURDAY, November 2, 1751. 


Confiteor ; ft quid prodeft delicla fatert. _ Ovip. 


I grant the charge; forgive the fault co nfofr'3, 


| To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 


Am one of thoſe beings, from whom many, that 
melt at the ſight of all other mifery, think. it me- 
ritorious to withhold relief; one whom the rigour of 


| virtuous indignation dooms to ſuffer without com- 


plaint, and perith without regard; and whom -I 


myſelf have formerly inſulted in the pride of pn. 


tion and ſecurity of innocence. 


Jam of a good family, but my | father was bur- 


| thened with more children than « could deeently 


ſupport. A wealthy relation, as he travelled fromm 
London to his country feat, condeſcended to make 
him a viſit, was touched with compaſſion of his 
narrow fortune, and reſolved to eaſe him of part of 
his charge, by taking the care of a child upon hiin- 

5 on one ſide, and ambition on the 


other, were too powerful for parental fondneſs, and 


the little family paſſed in review before him, that he 


might make his choice. I was then ten years old, 


and without knowing for what purpoſe, IL was called 


to my great couſin, endeavoured to recommend my- 


ſelf by my beſt conrteſy, ſung him my prettieſt ſong,. 


told the lait ſtory that I had read, and ſo much en- 
deared myſelf by my innocence, that he declared 


his reſolution to adopt me, and to educate me with 


his own daughters. 


My parents felt the common Bonnie at the 


TH thought of n, and. ſome natura! * they &r «pp '4, 
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but tuip' d them ſoon. They conſidered, not without 
that falſe eſtimation of the value of wealth which 
poverty long continued always produces, that I 
was raiſed to higher rank than they could give 
me, and to hopes of more ample fortune than 
they could bequeath. My mother ſold ſome of her 
ornaments to dreſs me in ſuch a manner as might 
ſecure me from contempt at my firſt arrival; and 
when ſhe diſmiſſed me, preſſed me to her boſom with 
an embrace that I ſtill feel, gave me ſome precepts 
of piety, which, however neglected, I have not for- 
gotten, and uttered prayers for my final happineſs, 
of which I have not yet ceaſed to hope that they will 
at laſt be granted. 35 
My ſiſters envied my new finery, and ſeemed 
not much to regret our ſeparaaon; my father con- 
_ duſted me to the ſtage- coach with a kind of cheer- 
ful tenderneſs; and in a very ſhort time, I was 
_ tranſported to ſplendid apartments and a luxu- 

rious table, and grew familiar to ſhew, noiſe, and 


In three years my mother died, having implored _ 
a blefling on her family with her laſt breath. I h 


| little opportunity to indulge a ſorrow which there | 
was none to partake with me, and therefore ſoon _ 


ceaſed to refle&t much upon my loſs. My father 
turned all his care upon his other children, whom 
ſome fortunate adventures and unexpected legacies 
enabled him, when he died four years after my 
mother, to leave in a condition above their expecta- 
Kos e OM, 


J ſhould have ſhared the increafe of his forwae, RY 


and had once a portion aſſigned me in his will; | 
but my couſin aſſuring him that all care for me was 


| needleſs, fince he had reſolved to place me happily © 
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in the world, directed him to divide my part amongſt 


my ſiſters. 
"hus L was thrown upon dependence without: 


reſource. Being now at an age in. which young: 


women are initiated into company, I was no longer 


to be ſupported in my former character, but at con- 


ſidegable expence ; ſo that partly leſt I: ſhould waſte 
money, and partly. leſt my —_— might draw. 


too many compliments and aſſiduities, I was inſen- 


ſibly degraded from my equality, and enjoyed few: 
privileges above the head ſervant, but that of receiv- 


ing no wages. 
felt. every indignity, but knew that refentment* 


would precipitate my fall. I therefore endeavoured: 


to continue my. importance by little ſervices and 

active officiouſneſs, and for a time preſerved myſelf. 
from neglect, by withdrawing all pretences to com- 
roms. and ſtudying to pleaſe rather than to ſhine.. 
ut my 


y intereſt, notwithſtanding this expedient, 
| hourly. declined,. and my couſin's favourite maid 
began to exchange repartees with me, and conſult. 


= me about the alteration of a caſt gown... _ 
I 'was now completely depreſſed; and though TI: 


had ſeen mankind 3 to know the neceſlity of 8 


outward. cheerfulncſs, often withdrew. to my. 
chamber to vent my grief, or: turn my condition 


in my mind, and examine by what means I might 
_ eſcape from perpetual mortification. At laſt my 


ſchemes and ſorrows were interrupted by a ſudden 


change of my relation's behaviour, who one day 


an occation, when we. were left together in a 


room, to bid me ſuffer myſelf no longer to be inſult- 


ed, but aſſume the place which he always intended 


me to hold in the family. He aſſured me that his 
wife 's preference of her own daughters ſhould never. 
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hurt me; and, accompanying his profeſſions with } 
a purſe of gold, ordered me to beſpeak a rich ſuit 
at the mercer's, and to apply privately to him for 
money when I wanted it, and inſinuate that my 
other friends ſupplied me, which he would take 
care to confirm. | 
By this ſtratagem, which I did not then unger- 
ſtand, he filled me with tenderneſs and gratitude, 
compelled me to repoſe on him as my only ſup- 
port, and produced a neceſſity of private converta- 
tion. He often appointed interviews at the houſe 
of an acquaintance, and ſometimes called on me 
with a coach, and carried me abroad. My ſenſe of 
his favour, and the defire of retaining it, diſpoſed 
me to unlimitted complaiſance, and though I faw 
his kindneſs = every day more fond, I did not 
ſuffer any ſuſpicion to enter my thoughts. At laſt 
the wretch took advantage of the familiarity which 
he enjoyed as my relation, and the ſubmiſſion which 
he natures my benetactor, to complete the ruin 
of an orphan, whom his own promiſes had made ! 
indigent, whom his indulgence had melted, and his 
authority ſubdued. „%% ag bes „ 
I I know not why it ſhould afford ſubject of exult- 
ation, to overpower on any terms the reſolution, 
or furpriſe the caution of a girl; but of all the 
| boaſters that deck themſelves in the ſpoils of inno- 
cence and beauty, they furely have the leaft 
13 to triumph, who ſubmit to owe their 
| fucecls to fome catual influence. Trey neither 
_ employ the graces of fancy, nor the force of un- 
deritanding, in their attempts; they cannot pleaſe 
their vanity with the art of their approaches, the 
delicacy of their adulations, the elegance of their 
addreſs, or the efficacy of their eloquence; nor | 
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applaud themſelves as poſſeſſed of any qualities, 


by which atfection 1s attracted. They furmount 


no obſtacles, they defeat no rivals, but attack only 


| thoſe who cannot refiſt, and are often content to 


=_ the body, without any {olicitude to gain the 
eart. | 


Many of theſe deſpicable wretches docs my pre- 
ſent acquaintance with infamy and wickedneſs 
enable me to number among the heroes of de- 
bauchery : Reptiles whom their own ſervants 


would have deſpifed, had they not been their ſer- 


yants, and with whom beggary would have diſ- 


dained intercourſe, had ſhe not been allured by 


hopes of relief. Many of the beings which are 


now rioting in taverns, or {hivering in the ſtreets, 
have been corrupted not by arts of gallantry which 
_ ſtole gradually upon the affections and laid pru- 
_ dence alleep, but by the fear of lohng benefits 
which were never intended, or of incurring reſent- 
ment which they could not efcape ; ſome have been 
frighted by maſters, and fome awed by guardians 
into ruin. 3 . | „ 


Our crime had its uſual conſequence, and he 


ſoon perceived that I could not long continue in 


his family. I was diſtracted at the thought of the 


 Feproach which I now believed inevitable. He 
_ comforted me with hopes of cluding all diſcovery,. 
and often upbraided me with the anxiety, which 
perhaps none but himſelf faw in my countenance ; 
| but at laſt mingled: his aflurances of protection and 


maintenance with menaces of total deſertion, if in 
the moments of perturbation I ſhould ſuffer his 
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Thus paſſed the diſmal hours till my retreat could 
no longer be delayed. It was pretended that my 
relations had ſent. for me to a diſtant country, and 


entered upon a ſtate which ſhall be deſcribed in my. 


| I am, Ar. Ke. 
= MisELLA.. 


next letter. 


Nuas. 171. TutsDay, November 5, 1751. 
Tadct cali convexa tueri. on Vi RC. 
Dark is the ſun, and loathſome is the day. 

I0I the RX MBL ER. 


A AISELLA now ſits down to continue her 
4 narrative. I am convinced that nothing 


would more powerfully preſerve youth from irregu- 


larity, or guard inexperienee from ſeduction, than- 
a juſt deſcription of the condition into which the 


wanton plunges herſelf, and therefore hope that my * 


letter may be a ſufficient antidote to my example. 
After the diſtraction, heſitation, and delays which 
the timidity of guilt naturally produces, I was re- 


moved to lodgings in a diſtant part of the town, En 


der one of the characters commonly aſſumed upon 
ſuch occaſions. Here being by my circumſtances 
condemned to ſolitude, I paſſed moſt of my hours 
in bitterneſs and anguiſh. The converſation of the 
people with whom * was placed was not at all capa- 
ble of engaging my attention, or diſpoſſeſſing the 
reigning ideas. The books which I carried to my 


retreat were ſuch as heightened my abhorrence of 


myſelf ; 
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myſelf; for I was not fo far abandoned as to fink 


voluntarily into ion, or endeavour to conceal 
from my own mind the enormity of my crime. 


My relation remitted none of his fondneſs, but 


viſited me ſo often, that I was ſometimes afraid leſt 


his aſſiduity ſhould expoſe him to ſuſpicion. When- 


ever he came he found me weeping, and was therefore 
leſs delightfully entertained than he expected. After 
frequent expoſtulations upon the unreafonableneſs of 


my ſorrow, and innumerable proteſtations of ever- 
] 


feted with the loſs of my innocence than the danger 
of my fame, and that he might not be diſturbed by 


my remorſe, began to lull my conſcience with the 


_ opiates of pe 3" _ His arguments were ſuch as 
my courſe of h 


of my repentance, without ſubſtituting any other 


ſupport. I liſtened a while to his impious gabble, 
baut its influence was ſoon overpowered by natural 
reaſon and early education, and the convictions - 


| which this new attempt gave me of his baſeneſs 


completed my abhorrence. I have heard of barba- 


rians, who, when tempeſts drive ſhips upon their 


cCioaſt, decoy them to the rocks that they may plunder 
their lading, and have always thought that wretches, 
thus mercileſs in their depredations, ought to be- 
'  Ceſtroyed by a general inſurrection of all ſocial 
beings; yet how light is this guilt to the crime of 
dim, who in the agitations of remorſe cuts away the 
anchor of piety, and when he has drawn aſide cre- 
dulity from the paths of virtue, hides the light of 


_ regard, he at laſt found that I was more af- 


e has fince expoſed me often to the 
neceſſity of hearing, vulgar, empty, and fallacious 5 - 
yet they at firſt confounded me by their novelty, 
+ filled me with doubt and perplexity, and interrupted . 
that peace which I began to feel from the ſincerity 
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heaven which would direct her to return. I had hi- 
therto conſidered him as a man equally betrayed with 
myſelf by the concurrence of appetite and opportu- 
nity ; but I now ſaw with horror that he was con- 
triving to perpetuate his gratification, and was de- 
firous to fit me to his purpoſe by complete and ra- 
dical corruption. 

To efcape, however, was not yet in my power. 
I could ſupport the expence of my condition, onl 
by the contmuance of his favour. He provided alt 
that was neceſſary, and, in a few weeks, congratu- 
| Hated me upon my eſcape from the danger which we 
had both expected with ſo much anxiety. I then 
began to remind him of his promiſe to reſtore me 
with my fame unmjured to the world. He promiſed 
me in general terms, that nothing ſhould be wanting, 
which his power could add to my happineſs, but 
forbore to releaſe me from my confinement. I 


knew how much my reception in the world 2 


pended upon my ſpeedy return, and was therefore 
outrageouſly impatient of his delays, which I now 


perceived to be only artifices of lewdneſs.. He told 
mie, at laſt, with an appearance of forrow, that al! 
hopes of reſtoration to my former ſtate were for ever 


precluded ; that chance had diſcovered my lecret, 
and malice divulged it; and that nothing now re- 
mained, but to ſeek a retreat more private, where 
_ curioſity or hatred could never find us. . 
The rage, anguiſh, and refentment, which I _ 
felt at this account, are not to be exprefled. I was 
in ſo much dread of reproach and infamy, Which he 


repre ſented as purſuing me with full cry, that I [| 


yielded wylclf implicitly to his diſpoſal, and wass 
removed, with a thouſand ſtudied precautions, 
through by-ways and dark paſſages, to another houſe, 


where þ| 
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where I haraſſed him with perpetual ſolicitations for 


a ſmall annuity, that might enable me to live in the 
country in obſcurity and innocence. 

This demand he at firſt evaded with ardent pro- 
feſſions, but in time appeared offended at my impor- 
tunity and diſtruſt ; and having one day endeavoured 
to ſooth me with uncommon expreflions of tender- 


neſs, when he found my diſcontent immoveable, 


left me with ſome inarticulate murmurs of anger. 
I was pleaſed that he was at laſt rouſed to ſenſibiſity, 
and expecting that at his next viſit he would com- 
_ ply with my requeſt, lived with great tranquility upon 


the money in my hands, and was fo much pleaſed 


with this pauſe of perſecution, that ] did not reflect 

how much his abſence had exceeded the uſual inter- 
_ vals, till I was alarmed with the danger of wanting 
ſubſiſtance. I then ſuddenly contracted my expences, 


but was unwilling to ſupplicate tor aſſiſtance. Ne- 


ceſſity, however, ſoon overcame my inodeſty or my 


pride, and I applied to him by a letter, but had no 
anſwer, I writin terms more prefling, but without 
effect. I then ſent an agent to enquire after him, 
who informed me, that he had quitted his houſe, 
and was gone with his family to reſide for ſome 


time upon his cltate in Ireland. 


_ However ſhocked at this abrupt departure, I was 
yet unwilling to believe that he could wholly aban- 
don me, and therefore, by the ſale of my clothes, 
I ſupported mylelf, expecting t at every poſt would 
bring me relief. Thus I paſſed feven months be- 
tween hope and dejection, in a gradual approach to 
| pony and diſtreſs, emaciated with diſco::tent, and 
_ bewildered with uncertainty. At laſt, my landlady, 


after many hints of the neceſſity of a new lover, 


| wok the opportunity of my abſence to ſearch my 
p Ry CEP doxcs, 


„ 5 
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boxes, and miſſing ſome of my apparel, ſeized the. 
remainder for rent, and led me to the door. 
To remonſtrate againſt legal cruelty, was vain ;. 
to ſupplicate obdurate brutality,. was hopeleſs. I 
went away I knew not whither, and. wandered about. 
without any ſettled purpoſe, unacquainted with the 
uſual expedients of mifery, unqualified for. labo- 
rious offices, afraid to meet an eye that had ſeen me 
before, and hopeleſs of relief from thoſe who were. 
| ftrangers to my former condition. Night came on. 
in the midſt of my diſtraction, and. I ſtill continued. 
to wander till the menaces of the watch obliged me 
to ſhelter myſelf in a covered paſſage. : 
Next day, I procured a lodging in the backward* 
garret of a mean houſe, and employed my landlady. 
to enquire for a ſervice. My applications were 
generally rejected for want of. a. character. At: 
length, I was received at a. draper's; but when 
it was known to my miſtreſs that I had only one 
gown, and that of ſilk, ſhe was of opinion that I: 
looked like a thief, and without warning hurried me 
away. I then tried to ſupport myſelf by my needle;, } 
and, by my landlady's recommendation, obtained 
a little work from a thop, and for three weeks lived 
without repining ; but when my punctuality had 
gained me ſo much reputation, that I. was: truſted 
to make. up a head of ſome value, one. of my fel- _ 
low-lodgers ſtole the lace, and I was obliged to fly 
from a proſecution. „ 


hus driven again into the ſtreets, I. lived upon 
the leaſt that could ſupport me, and at night accom- 
modated myſelt under pent-houſes as well as I could. 
At length I became abſolutely pennyleſs; and hav- 
ing ſtrolled all day without ſuſtenance, was, at the. 
cloſe of evening, accoſted by an elderly man, wich 
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an invitation to a tavern. I refuſed him with heſita- 
tion; he ſeized me by the hand and drew me into a 
neighbouring houſe, where when he ſaw my face 
— with hunger, and my eyes ſwelling with tears, he 

purned me from him, and bad me cant and whine 
in ſome other place; he for his part would take care 
of his pockets. | 
| I ſtill continued to ſtand in the way, having ſcarcely 

| ſtrength to walk further, when another ſoon ad- 
dreſſed me in the fame manner. When he ſaw the 
| fame tokens of calamity, he conſidered that I might 
be obtained ata cheap rate, and therefore quickly made 
overtures, which 1 had no longer firmneſs to reject. 
By this man I was maintained four months in penu- 
rious wickedneſs, and then abandoned to my former 
1 from which I was delivered by another 

: "bh this abject ſtate I have now paſſed four years, 
the drudge of extortion and the ſport of drunkenneſs ; 
ſometimes the property of one man, and ſometimes 
the common prey of accidental lewdneſs ; at ene 
time tricked up for ſale by the miſtreſs of a brothel, 


At another begging in the ſtreets to be relieved from 


to my allurements, and without any refle 


hunger by wickedneſs ; without any hope in the day 
burt of finding ſome whom folly or exceſs * expoſe 
ions at 
night, but ſuch as guilt and terror impreſs upon me. 
If thoſe who paſs their days in plenty and ſecu- 


rity, could viſit for an hour the diſmal receptacles 
to which the proſtitute retires from her noCturnal 


_ excurſions, and ſee the wretches that lie crowded 
together, mad with intemperance, ghaſtly with 

famine, nauſeous with filth, and noiſome with diſ- 
eaſe; it would not be eaſy for any degree of abhor- 
_ rence to harden them againſt compaſſion, or to re- 


-_ 
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preſs the deſire which they muſt immediately feel to 
reſcue ſuch numbers of human beings from a ſtate 
fo dreadful. 

It is faid that in France e they react evacuate 
their ſtreets, and ſhip their proſtitutes and vagabonds 
to their chlonics. It the women that inſeſt this city 
had the fame opportunity of eſcaping from their mi- 
ſeries, I believe very little force would be neceſſary; 
for who among them can dread any change? Many 
of us indeed are wholly unqualified for any but the 
moſt ſervile employments, and thoſe perhaps would 
require the care of a magiſtrate to hinder them from 
following che ſame practices in another country; 
but others are only precluded by infamy from refor- 
mation, and would gladly be delivered on any terms 
from the neceſſity of guilt and the tyranny of chance. 
No place but a populous city can afford opportuni« 

ties for open proſtitution, and where the eye of | 
can attend to individuals, thoſe who. cannot Þ} 
made may be reſtrained from miſchief. For 
I ſhould exult at the privilege of banithment, 
and think myſelf happy in any region that thould.re- 
contains. condatonns. fog „„ 


Tam, SIR, &c. 
NMunTIA 
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Ssceße rogare ſoles qualis ſim, Priſce, futurus _ 

fam locuples; ſimque repente potens. _ 
Nuemquam poſſe putas mores narrare futuros ? 

Dic mii, i fas tu leo, qualis erts. * __ MART» 
Priſcus, you've often aſk'd me how I'd live, EY 
Should fate at once both wealth and houour give. 

What foul his future conduct can foreſee ? | 


Tell me what ſort of liou you wou'd be, F. Lewis, 


\TOTHING has been longer obſerved, than 


manners; and that it is difficult to conjecture, from 


the conduct of him whom we ſee in a low condi- 


tion, how he would act, if wealth and power were 
put into his hands. But it is generally agreed, that 
| few men are made better by affluence or exaltation ; 


and .that the powers of the mind, when they are 
unbound and expanded by the ſun-ſhine of fehcity, 


more frequently luxuriate into follies, than bloſſom 
into goodneſs. > 7 E555 
Many obſervations have concurred to eſtabliſh 


this opinion, and it is not likely ſoon to become ob- 
ſolete, for want of new occaſions to revive it. The 
greater part of mankind are corrupt in every con- 
dition, and differ in high and in low ſtations, only s 
they have more or fewer opportunities of gratifying 


their deſires, or as they are more or leſs reftraine 
dy human cenſures. Many vitiate their principles 


in the acquitition of riches ; and who can wonder 
that what is gained by fraud and extortion is enjoyed 


with tyranny and exceſs ? 


ret I am willing to believe that the depravation 
ol the mind by external advantages, though certainly 


y that a change of fortune cauſes a change of 


| 
[ 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
f 
| 
| 


volent gazers at his eminence. To 
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not uncommon, yet approaches not ſo nearly to 


univerſality, as fome have aſſerted in the bitterneſs 
of reſentment, or heat of declamation. 
| Whoever rifes above thoſe who once pleaſed 
themſelves with equality, will have many male- 
in ſooner 
than others that which all purſue with the ſame 


| ardour, and to which all imagine themſelves en- 
_ titled, will for ever be a crime. When thoſe who 
ſtarted with us in the race of life, leave us fo far 


behind, that we have little hope to overtake them, 
we revenge our diſappointment by remarks, on he 
arts of ſupplantation by which they gained the ad- 
vantage, or on the folly and arrogance with which _ 
they poſſeſs it. Of them, whoſe rife we cauld not 


_— we ſolace ourſelves by prognoſticating the 


It is impoſſible for human purity not to betraß 
to an 2 ſharpened by malignity, ſome _ 
ſtains which lay concealed and unregarded while 


none thanght it their intereſt to diſcover them; | 
nor can the moſt eircumſpect attention, or ſteady 
rectitude, eſcape blame from cenſors, who have | 


no inclination to approve. Riches therefore per- 


haps do not fo often produce crimes as incite 


accuſers. 


| The common charge againſt thoſe who riſe | 
above their original condition, is that of pride. 


It is certain that ſucceſs naturally confirms us in 


a a favourable opinion of our own abilities. Scarce || 
any man is willing to allot to accident, friend- 
| ſhip, and a thouſand cauſes, which concur in 

every event without human contrivance or inter- 


Dofition, the part which they may juſtly claim in 
s advancement. We rate ourſelves by our for- 
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tune rather than our virtues, and exorbitant claims 
are quickly produced by imaginary merit. But 
captiouſneſs and jealouſy are likewiſe eaſily offend- 
ed, and to him who ſtudiouſly looks for an affront, 
every mode of behaviour will ſupply it; free- 
dom will be rudeneſs, and reſe ve ſullennefs ; 
mirth will be negligence, and ſeriouſneſs forma- 
lity : when he is r ceived with ceremony, diſtance 
and re{pect are inculcated ; if he is treated with 
familiarity, he concludes himſelf inſulted by conde-- 
ſcenſions. 8 1 

It muſt however be conſeſſed, that as all ſud- 
den changes are dangerous, a quick tranſition 
from poverty to abundance can ſeldom be made 
with ſafety. He that has long lived within fight 
of pleaſures which he could not reach, will need 
more than common moderation, not to loſe his 
reaſon in unbounded riot, when they are firſt put 


into his power. 


* 


Every poſſeſſion is endeared by novelty ; every 


3 gratification is exaggerated by deſire. It is diffi- 


cult not to eſtimate what is lately gained above its 
real value; it is impoſſible not to annex greater 


| happineſs to that condition from which we are 


unwillingly excluded, than nature has qualified us 


do obtain. For this reaſon, the remote inheritor 


of an unexpected fertune, may be generally diſtin- 
guiſhed from thoſe who are enriched in the common 
cCcC.ourſe of lineal deſcent, by his greater haſte to en- 
Joy his wealth, by the finery of his dreſs, the pomp 
of his equipage, the ſplendour of his furniture, and 
Sc any of es me. IEEE 
A thouſand things which familiarity diſcovers 
do be of little value, have power for a time to ſeize 
| the imagination. A Virginian king, when the 


Europeans 
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Europcans had fixed a lock on his door, was ſo 
delighted to find his ſubjects admitted or ex- 
cluded with fuch facility, that 1t was from morn. 
ing to evening his whole employment to turn 


the key. We, among whom locks and keys 


have been longer in uſe, are inclined to laugh at 
this American amuſement ; yet I doubt whether 


this paper will have a fingle reader that may nor 


apply the ſtory to himſelf, and recollect fome 
hours of his life in which he has been equally 
overpowered by the tranſitory charms of trifling 
novelty. a, - 

Some indulgence 1s due to him whom a happy 
gale of fertune has ſuddenly. tranſported inta 
new regions, where unaccuſtomed luſtre dazzles 


his eyes, and untaſted delicacies ſolicit his ap- 


petite. Let him not be conſidered as loſt in 
| — degencracy, though he for a while forgets 
the regard due to others, to indulge the contem- 
plation of himſelf, and in the extravagance of 
bis firit raptures expects that his eye ſhould regu- 
late the motions of all that approach him, and 


his opinion be received as deciſive and oraculous. 


Tlis intoxication will give way to time; the mad- 


neſs of joy will fume imperceptibly away; the 


ſenſe of his inſufficiency will ſoon return; he will 


remember that the co-operation of others is ne- 


_ ceffary to his happineſs, and learn to conciliate 
their regard by reciprocal beneficence | 
There is, at leait, one confideration which ought 


to alleviate our cenſures of the powerful and rich. 


Fo imagine them chargeable with all the guilt and 
_ folly of their on actions, is to be very little ac- 
- Quainted with the worth 


3 
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De "abſolu pout ir vous ig noreꝝ Pyore 3 
Et du lache flateur la voi enchantereſſe. 
Thou haſt not known the giddy whirls of fate, 

Nor ſervilg flatterics which cuchaut the great. | 

| N Miſs A. W. 


7 


He that can do much good or harm, will not 
find many whom ambition or cowardice will ſuf- 
fer to be fincere. While we live upon the level 
with the reſt of mankind, we are reminded of 
our duty by the admonitions of friends and re- 

roaches of enemies; but men who ſtand in the 
higheſt ranks of ſociety, ſeldom hear of their 
faults; if by any accident an opprobrious clamour 


reaches their cars, flattery is always at hand to pour 


in her opiates, to quiet conviction, and obtund re- 


Favour is ſeldom gained but by conformity in 


vice. Virtue can ſtand without aſſiſtance, and 
confiders hcrfclf as very little obliged by counte- 
nance and approbation : but vice, ſpiritleſs and 
timorous, ſeeks' the ſhelter of crowds, and ſup- 
port of confederacy. The fſycophant, therefore, 


neglects the good qualities of his patron, and em- 


ploys all his art on his weaknelles and follies, re- 


gales his reigning vanity, or ſtimulates his prevalent 
res. 1 e 

Virtue is ſufficiently difficult with any circum- 
ſtances, but the difficulty is increaſed when re- 


proof and advice are frighted away. In common 


life, reaſon and conſcience have only the appe- 


tites and pallions to encounter; but in higher 


ſtations, they mult oppoſe artifice and adulation. 


He, therefore, that. yields to ſuch temptations, | 
cannot give thoſe who ok upon his miſcarriage 


much 
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much reaſon for exultation, ſince few can juſtly 
_ preſume that from the ſame ſnare they ſhould have 
— able to eſcape. 5 


— ̃—ͤ——8 . 
Nums. 173. TutsDay, November 12, 1751. 
| Quo virtus, quo ferat error ? „ . Ho R. 
Now ſay, where virtue flops, and vice begins ? 


\ S any action or poſture, long continued, will 
2 giſtort and disfigure the limbs; fo the mind 
likewiſe is crippled and contracted by perpetual ap- 


plicatfon to the ſame ſet of ideas. It is eaſy to | 


eſs the trade of an artizan by his knees, his fingers, 
or his ſhoulders; and there are few among men 
of the more liberal profeſſions, whoſe minds do not 
carry the brand of their calling, or whoſe converſa- 

tion does not quickly diſcover to what claſs of the 
community they — T 
| Theſe peculiarities have deen of great uſe, in 
the general hoſtility which every part of man- 
kind exerciſes 2gainſt the reſt, to turniſh inſults 
and farcaſms. | art has its dialect uncouth 
and ungrateful to all whom cuſtom has not recon- 
ciled to its ſound, and which therefore becomes 
Tidiculous by a flight miſapplication, or unneceſſary 
repetition. CL „ 
The general reproach with which ignorance 
revenges the ſuperciliouſneſs of learning, is that 
of pedantry ; a cenſure which every man incurs, 
who has at any time the misfortune to talk to 


| thoſe who cannot underftand him, and by which 75 


the modeſt and timorous are ſometimes frighted 


3 „ 


+ "Was IV. 
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from the diſplaywf their acquiſitions and the exer- 
tion of their powers. 8-3 

The name of a pedant is ſo formidable to young 
men when they fir{t ſally from their colleges, and 


is ſo liberally ſcattered by thoſe who mean to boaſt 


their elegance of education, eaſineſs of manners, 
and knowledge of the world, that it ſeems to re- 
uire particular conſideration; fince, perhaps, if 


it were once underitzod, many a heart might be 


freed from painful apprehenſions, and many a 
tongue delivered from teſtraint. 5 
Pedantry is the unſeaſonable oſtentation of learn- 


ing. It may be diſcovered either in the choice of a 


ſubject, or in the manner of treating it. He is un- 


doubtedly guilty of pedantry, who, when he has 
made himſelf maſter of fome abltruſe and unculti- 
vated part of knowledge, obtrudes his remarks and 
diſcovcries upon thoic wham he believes unable to 
judge of his proficieney, and from whom, as he 
cannot tear contradiction, he cannot properly expect 

_ applauſe. 5 33 
Io this error the ſtudent is ſometimes betrayed 
by the natural recurrence of the mind to its 


common empl yment, by the pleafure which 


every man receives from the recollection of pleaſ- 


ing images, and the delixe of dwelling upon 


topicks, on which he knows himſelf able to 
ſpeak with juitneſs. But becauſe we are ſeldom 
ſo far prejudived in favour of each other, as to 
ſearch out tor palliations, this failure of polite- 
neſs is imputed always to vanity ; and the harm- 
leſs collegiate, who perhaps intended entertain. 
ment and inſtruction, or at worſt only ſpoke 
without ſufficient reflection upon the character of 
as arrogant or overbear- 
=. ES ing, 


his hearers, is cenſured 
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ing, and eager to extend his renewn, in | contempt 


of the convenience of ſociety and the laws of con- 


_ verſation. 


All diſcourſe of which others cannot partake, is 


_ only an irkſome ufurpation of the time devoted 
o pleaſure and entertainment, but, what never 
fals to excite very keen reſentment, an inſolent 


aſſertion of ſuperiority, and a triumph over leſs en- 
e lightened underſtandings. The pedant is, therefore, 


not only heard with wearineſs, but malignity ; and 


thoſe who conceive themſelves inſulted by his 


knowledge, never fail to tell with acrimony how in- 
aeiou. it was exerted. 

Io avoid this dangerous imputation, ſcholars 
ſometimes diveſt themſelves with too much haſte 
of their academical formality, and in their en- 
deavours to accommodate their notions and their 


ſtyle to common conceptions, talk rather of any 
thing than of that which they underſtand, and 


_ into inſipidity of ſentiment and meanneſs of 
_ Expreſſion. 

There prevails among n men of letters an opinion, 
that all appearance of ſcience 1s particularly hate- 


ful to women; and that therefore, whoever deſires 


to be well received in female aſſemblies, muſt qua- 


— IR 


lify himſelf by a total rejection of all that is ſerious, 


rational, or important; mult conſider argument or 


criticiſm, as perpetually interdicted ; and devote all 


his attention to rifles, and all his ö eloquence to com- 
pliment. 3 


Students often form their notions of the hw 4 


generation from the writings of the paſt, and are 


not very early inforined of thoſe changes which the 

gradual diffuſion of knowledge, or the ſudden ca- 
price of en, produces i in the world. Whatever 

might * 


Doo et PIR” 
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might be the ſtate of female literature in the lait 
century, there is now no longer any danger lett the 
ſcholar thould want an adequate audience at the 


tea-table ; and whoever thinks it neceſſary to regu- 


late his converſation by antiquated rules will be 
rather deſpiſed for his futility than carclied for his 


politeneſs. | 
To talk intentionally in a manner above the 


comprehenſion of thoſe whom we addrets, is un- 


queſtionable pedantry ; but furely cotnplaiſance 
requires, that no man ſhould, without proof, con- 
clude his company incapable of following him te 
the higheſt elevation of his fancy, or the utmoſt 
extent of his knowledge. It is always ſafer to 
err in favour of others than of ourſelves, and there- 
fore we ſeldom hazard much by endeavouring to 


excel. 


It ought at leaſt to be the care of learning, when 
ſhe quits her exaltation, to deſcend with dignity. 
Nothing is more deſpicable than the airineſs and 
jocularity of a man bred to ſevere ſcience and foli 


_ tary meditation. To trifle agreeably is a ſecret 
which ſchools cannot impart ; that gay negligence 
and vivacious levity, which charm down reſiſtance 


wherever they appear, are never attainable by him 


Who, having ſpent his firſt years among the duſt of 


libraries, enters late into the gay world with an un- 


pliant attention and eſtabliſhed habits, . 
It is obſerved in the panegyrick on Fabricius the 
mechaniſt, that, though forced by publick employ- 
ments into mingled converſation, he never loit tlie 
modeſty and ſerioufneſs of the convent, nor drew 
Tidicule upon himſelf by an affected imitation of 

tathionable life. To the fame praiſe every man 


devoted to learning ought to aſpire. If he attempts : 


__ 
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the ſofter arts of pleaſing, and endeavours to learn 
the graceful bow and the familiar embrace, the in- 
ſinuating accent and the general ſmile, he will loſe 
the reſpect due to the character of learning, without 
arriving at the envied honour of doing any thing 
with elegance and facility. 25 

Theophraſtus was diſcovered not to be a native of 
Athens, by ſo ſtrict an adherence to the Attic 
diale&, as ſhewed that he had learned it not by 
cuſtom, but by rule. A man not carly formed to 
habitual elegance, bctrays in like manner the effects 
of his education, by an unnecelfary anxiety of be- 
haviour. Tt is as pollible to become pedantick by 
| fear of pedantry, as to be troubleſome by ill- timed 
civility. There is no kind of impertinence more 
juſtly cenſurable, than his who is always labouring 
to level thoughts to intelleAs higher than his own; 
who apologizes for every word which his own nar- 


rowneſs of converſe inclines him to think unuſual ; 


keeps the exuberance of his faculties under viſible 
reſtraint; is ſolicitous to anticipate enquiries by 
needleſs explanations ; and endcavours to ſhade his 
own abilities, leſt weak eyes thould be dazzled with 
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Fuuum habet in cornu, longe fuge, dummedo riſum | 
Excutiat ſibi, non hic cuiquam parcet amico. Hon. 


Vonder he drives——a void that furious beaſt: 

If he may have his jeſt, he never cares 

At whoſe expence; nor friend nor patron ſpares. 
5 0 | FRANCIS» 


To the RAMBLER. 

Mr. RAMPLER, 
H laws of focial benevolence require, that 
_ every man ſhould endeavour to afliſt others 


by his experience. He that has at laſt eſcaped into 
port from the fluctuations of chance and the guſts 


of oppolition, ought to make ſome imprevements 


in the chart of life, by marking the rocks on which 
he has been daſhed, and the ſhallows where he has 
been {tranded. 3 5 
Ĩ!bhe error into which I was betrayed, when 
_ cuſtom firſt gave me up to my own direction, is 
very frequently incident to the quick, the ſprightly, 
the fearleſs, and the gay; to all whoſe ardour 
 hurries them into precipitate exccution of their 
deligns, and imprudent declaration of their opi- 
nions; who ſeldom count the colt of pleaſure, 
or examine the diſtant conſequences of any 
practice that flatters them with immediate grati- 
fication. ) a rs . 
I came forth into the crowded world with the 


__ uſual juvenile ambition, and defired nothing be- 


vond the title of a wit. Money I conſidered as 


below my care; for I ſiw ſuch multitudes grow _ 


rich without underſtanding, that I could not for- 
bear to look on wealth as an acquilition eaſy to 
mn TO” OY 
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induſtry directed by genius, and therefore threw it 
aſide as a fecondary convenience, to be procured 
when my principal with ſhould be fatished, and 
the claim to intellectual excellence univerſally ac- 
knowledged. | 5 
With this view I regulated my behaviour in 
publick, and exerciſed my metitations in ſoli- 
iude. My life was divided between the care of 
providing topicks for the entertainment of my 
company, and that of collecting company wor- 
thy to * entertained; for I ſoon found, that 
wit, like every other power, has its boundaries ; 
that its ſucceſs depends upon the aptitude of 
others to receive impreſſions; and that as ſome 
bodies, indiifoluble by heat, can ſet the furnace 
and crucible at defiance, there are minds upon 
which the rays of fancy may be pointed without 
effect, and which no fire of ſentiment can agitate 
mm Ea ( : 
It was, however, not long before I fitted myſelf 
with a fet of companions who knew how to laugh, 
and to whom no other recommendation was neceſ- 
fary than the power of ſtriking out a jeſt. Among 
thoſe I fixed my reſidence, and for a time enjoyed 
the felicity of diſturbing the neighbours every night 
with the obſtreperous applauſe which my fallics 
forced from the audience. The reputation of our 
club every day increaſed, and as my flights and 
remarks were circulated by my admirers, every 
day brought new ſolicitations for admiſſion into 
our ſociety. _ oO Tois: 
To ſupport this perpetual fund of merriment, 1 
frequented every place of concourſe, cultivated the 
acquaintance of all the faſhionable race, and paſſed 
the day in a continual ſucceſſion of viſits, in 1 
e A 12 
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collected a treaſure of pleaſantry for the expences 
of the evening. Whatever error of conduct L 
could diſcover, whatever peculiarity of manner 1 
could obſerve, whatever weakneſs was betrayed by 
confidence, whatever lapſe was ſuffered by neglect, 
all was drawn together for the diverſion of my wild 
companions, who, when they had been taught the 
art of ridicule, never failed to fignalize themſelves 
by a zealous imitatign, and filled the town on the 
enſuing day with ſcandal and vexation, with mer- 
riment and hame. e 
I can ſcarcely believe, when J recollet my own 
practice, that I could have been fo far deluded 
with petty praile, as to divulge the ſecrets of truſt, 
and to expoſe the levities of frankneſs; to waylay 
the walks of the cautious, and furprize the ſecu- 
rity of the thoughtleſs. Yet it is certain, that 
for many years 1 heard nothing but with deſign 
to tell it, and ſaw nothing with any other curio- 
ſity than after ſome failure that might furniſh out a. 
of My heart, indeed, acquits me of deliberate ma- 
lignity, or intereſted inſidiouſneſs. I had no other 
purpoſe than to heighten the pleaſure of laughter by 
communication, nor ever raiſed any pecuniary ad- 


vantage from the calamities of others. I led weak-- 


nels and negligence into difficulties, only that 1 
might divert myſelf with their perplexities and diſ- 
trelles; and violated every law of friendthip, with 
no other hope than that of gaining the reputation of 
ſmartneſs and JJ 8 
I would not be underſtood to charge myſelf 
with any crimes of the atrocious or deſtructive 
kind. I ncver betrayed an heir to gameſters, or 
2 girl to debauchees:; never intercepted the kind- 
%%% JJV 
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neſs of a patron, or ſported away the reputation of 
innocence. My delight was only in petty mit- 
chief and momentary vexations, and my acute- 
neſs was employed not upon fraud and oppreſſion 
which it had been meritorious to detect, but upon 
harmleſs ignorance or abjſurdity, prejudice or 
miſtake. 

This enquiry I purſued with fo much diligence 
and fagacity, that I was able to relate, of every 
man whom I knew, ſome blunder or miſcarriage ; 
to betray the moſt circumſpect of my friends into 
follies, by a judicious flattery of his predominant 
paſſion; or expoſe him to contempt, by placing 
him in cireumſtances which put his prejudices into 
action, brought to view his natural defects, or 
drew the attention of the NY on his airs of. 
atteCtation. 
The power had been poſſeſſed | in vain if it had 
never been exerted ; and it was not my cuſtom to 
let any arts of jocularity remain unemployed. 
My impatience of applauſe brought me always 
early to the place of entertainment; and I ſeldom 
| failed to lay a ſcheme with the ſmall knot that 
firſt gathered round me, by which ſome of thole 
whom we expected might be made ſubſervient to 
our ſport. Every man has ſome favourite topick 
of converſation, on which, by a teigned ſeriouſ- 
neſs of attention, he may be drawn to expatiate 
Without end. Every man has ſome habitual con- 
tortion of body, or eſtabliſied mode of exprel- 

fron, which never fails to raiſe mirth it it be 
pointed out to notice. Ey promotions of theſe 
particularities I ſecured our pleaſantry. Our 
companton entered with his uſval galety, and be- 
1 * to * of our noily cheertulnels, when the 
5 b | | (ou 
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converſation was imperceptibly diverted to a fub- 
ject which pietled upon his tender part, and extorted 
the expected ſhrug, the cuſtomary exclamation, or 
the predicted remark. A general clamour of joy 
then burſt from all that were admitted to the ſtrata- 

em. Our mirth was often increaſed by the tri- 
umph of him that occaſioned it: for as we do not 
| haltily form concluſions againit ourſelves, ſeldom 
any one ſuſpected, that he had exhilaraied us other- 
Vile than by his wit. 

You will hear I believe, with very little ſurpriſe, 
that by this conduct I had in a ſhort time united 
mankind againſt me, and that every tongue was 
diligent in prevention or revenge. I foon per- 
ceiv nd myſelf regarded w1 h malevolence or diſtruſt, 
but wondered what had b.cn diſcovered in ine” - 
either terrible or hateful. I had invaded no man's 
property; 1 had rivalled no ma«+.'s claims; nor 


had ever engaged in any Of thoſe attempts Khich 


provoke the jealouſy of ambition or the rage of 
faction, I had lived but to laugh, and make others 
laugh; and believed that I was loved by all Who 
carelled, and favoured by all who applauded me. 2: 
never imagined, that he who, in the mirth of-a 
nocturnal revel, concurred in ridiculing his t.icnd, 
would conſider, in a cooler nour, that che e | 
trick might be played againſt himate't 3 or that, even 
Where there i is no fene of danger, the natural pride 
of human nature fiſés again!! him, who by general 
cenſures lays claini to ge neral ſuperiority. | 
I 'was convinced, by a total defertion, of the im- 
propriety cf my condudt; every man avoided, and 
_ eautioned others to avoid. me. Wherever I came, 
I found ſilencè and dejcction, coldneſs and terror. 
No one would venture to ſpcak, on he thoutd lay 
Et 5 5 hümſelk 
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himſelf open to unfavourable repreſentations ; the 
company, however numerous, dropped off at my 
entrance upon various pretences ; and if I retired. 
to avoid the ſhame of being left, I heard confidence 
and mirth revive at my departure. 

If thoſe whom TI had thus offended, could have 
contented themſelves with repaying one inſult for. 
another, and kept up the war only by a reciproca- 
tion of ſarcaſms, they might have perhaps vexed, 
but would never much have hurt me; for no man 
| heartily hates him at whom he can laugh. But 

theſe wounds which they give me as they fly, are. 
without cure;. this alarm which they ſpread by 
their ſolicitude to eſcape me, excludes me from all 
friendſhip and from all pleaſure: I am condemned. 

to paſs a long interval of my life in ſolitude, as a 

man ſuſpected of infection is refuſed admiſſion into 
cities; and mult linger in obſcurity, till my conduct. 
ſhalt convince the world, that I may be approached. 
JJ = 


I am, &c. 


Dicacuruvs. 
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NUMB. 175. TursDay, Nev. 19, 1751. 


Nari quippe boni, numero vix ſunt totidem quot 3 
Thebarum portæ, vel divitis qa Nili. Ju v. 

Good men are ſcarce; the juſt are thinly ſown ; 

They thrive but ill, nor can they laſt when grown. 

And ſhould we count them, and our ſtore compile; 

Yet Thebes more gates could ſhew, more mouths 2 Nile. 

| ; | REECH,- 


ONE of the axioms of wiſdom which re-- 
commend the antient ſages to veneration,, 
ſeems to have required leſs extent of knowledge, or 


perſpicacity of penetration, than the remark of Bias 


that 35 wee name, the majority are wicked. 


The depravity of mankind is fo ealily diſcover- 
able, that nothing but the deſert or the cell can 
exclude it from notice.. The knowledge of crimes 


intrudes uncalled and undefired.. 'l hey whom 


their abſtraction from common occurrences hin- 
ders from ſeeing iniquity, Will quickly have their 
attention awakened by feeling it. Even he WhO 
' ventures: not into the world, may learn its corrup- 


tion in his cloſet. For what are treatiſes of mo- 
rality, but perſualives to the practice of duties, for 


which no arguments would be neceilary, but that 


we are continually tempted to violate or neglect 


them? Wh:t are all the records of hiſtory, but 


narratives. of ſucceſſive villanies, of 
vſurpations, malſacres and wars: 


ut, perhaps, the excellence of aphoriſms con- 


treulons aud 


ſüiſts not ſo much in the ex prefiiun of ſome rare or. 


abſtruſe ſentiment, as in the compcehention of. 


ſome obvious and uſcful truth in a few words.“ 


— < We 
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We frequently fall into error and folly, not becauſe 
the true principles of action are not known, but be- 
cauſe, for a time, they are not remembered ; and he 
may therefore be july numbered among the bene- 
factors of mankind, who contracts the great rules 
of life into ſhort ſentences, that may be eaſily im- 

reſſed on the memory, and taught by frequent re- 
collection to recur habitually to the mind. 

However thoſe who have paſſed through half the 
life of man, may now wonder that any ſhould re- 
quire to be cautioned againſt eee e they will 
find, that they have themfelves purchaſed their con- 
viction by many diſappointments and vexations, 
rhich an earlier knowledge would have ſpared them; 
and may ſee, on every ſide, ſome entangling them- 
ſelves in perplexities, and ſome ſinking into ruin, 
by ignorance or neglect of the maxim of Bias. 

Every day ſends out, in queſt of pleaſure and 
diſtinction, ſome heir fondled in ignorance, and 
flattered into pride. He comes forth with all the 
confidence of a ſpirit unacquainted with ſuperiors, 
and all the benevolence of a mind not yet irritated 
by oppoſition, alarmed by fraud, or embittered by 


_ cruelty. He loves all, becauſe he imagines him- 


ſelf the univerſal favourite. Every exchange of 
ſalutation produces new acquaintance, and every 
W kindles into friendſhip. 
very ſeaſon brings a new flight of beauties into 
the world, who have hitherto heard only of their 


own charms, and imagine that the heart feels no 


Paſſion but that of love. They are ſoon ſurrounded. 


by admirers whom they credit, becauſe they tel! 


them only what is heard with delight. Whoever 
gazes upon them is a lover; and whoever forces a 


He 
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He ſurely is a uſeful monitor, who inculcates to 
theſe thoughtleſs . ſtrangers, that the maprrity are 
' wicked; who informs them, that the train which 
wealth and beauty draw after them, is lured only 
by the ſcent of prey ; and that, perhaps, among all 
thoſe who crowd about them with profeſſions and 
flatteries, there is not one who does not hope for 
ſome opportunity to devour or betray them, to glut 
himſelf by their deſtruction, or to ſhare their ſpoils 
with a ſtronger favage. | 
Virtue preſented lingly to the imagination or the 
_ reaſon, is ſo well recommended by its own graces, 
and fo ſtrongly ſupported by arguments, that a good 
man wonders how any can be bad; and they who 
are ignorant of the ferce of paſſion and intereſt, 
who never obſerved the arts of ſeduction, the con- 
tagion of example, the gradual defcent from one 
crime to another, or the inſenſible depravation of 
the principles by loofe converſation, naturally ex- 
pect to find integrity in every boſom, and veracity 
on every tongue. "os „ 
It is indeed impoſſible not to hear from thoſe 
who have lived longer, of wrongs and falſehoods, of 
violence and circumvention ; but fuch narratives 


are commonly regarded by the young, the heady, - 


and the confident, as nothing more than the mur- 
murs of peevithnels, or the dreams of dotage ; and 
_ notwithſtanding all the documents of hoary wiſdom, 
we commonly »lunge into the world fearleſs and 
_ eredulous, without any foreſight of danger, or ap- 
. 5 
I have remarked, in a former paper, that credulity 
is the common failing of unexperienced virtue; 
and that he who is ſpontaneouſly ſuſpicious, may 


be juſtly charged with radical corruption; for if he 


| has 
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has not known the prevalence of diſhoneſty by in- 
formation, nor had time to obſerve it with his own 
eyes, whence can he take his meaſures of judgment 
but from himſelt ? 

They who beſt deſerve to eſcape the ſnares of 
 artifice, are moſt likely to be entangled. He that 
endeavours to live for the good of others, mult al- 
ways be expoſed to the arts of them who live only 
for themſelves, unleſs he is taught by timely precepts: 
the caution required in common tranſactions, and 
ſhewn at a diſtance the pitfals of treachery. 

To youth, therefore, it ſhould be carefully incul- 
cated, that to enter the road of life without caution 
or reſerve, in expectation of general fidelity and 

Juſtice, is to launch on the wide ocean without the 
inſtruments of ſteerage, and to hope that every wind 
will be proſperous, and that every coaſt will afford a 
harbour. 

To enumerate the various motives to deceit and 
injury, would be to count ail the defires that pre- 
vail among the ſons of men; fince there is no am- 

bition however petty, no with however abſurd, that 
by indulgence will not be. enabled to overpower the 
| influence of virtue. Many there are, who open! 
and almoſt profeſſedly regulate all their conduct by 
their love of money; who have no reaſon for action 
or forbearance, for compliance or refuſal, than 
that they hope to gain more by one than by the 
other. Theſe are indeed the meaneſt and crueleit 
of human beings, a race with whom, as with ſome 
peſtiterous animals, the whole creation ſeems to be 
at war; but who, however deteſted or fcorned, 
long continue to add heap to heap, and when they 


bave reduced one to deggary, are e ul permitted ta 
5 falten on another. 


Others 
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Others, yet lets rationally wicked, paſs their lives 
in miſchief, becauſe they cannot bear the fight of 
| ſucceſs, and mark out every man for hatred, whoſe 


tame or fortune they believe increaſing. 


Many, who have not advanced to theſe degrees 
of guilt, are yet wholly unqualified for friendthip, 
and unable to maintain any conſtant or regular 
courſe of kindneſs. Happineſs may be deltroyed 
not only by union with the man who 1s apparently 
the llave of intereſt, but with him whom a wild 
opinion of the dignity of perſeverance, in whatever. 
cauſe, diſpoſes to purſue every injury with unwearied 
and perpetual retentment ; with him whoſe vanity 
inclines him to conſider every man as a rival in every 
pretenſion ; with him whoſe airy negligence puts his 
friend's affairs or ſecrets in continual hazard, and 
who thinks his forgetfulneſs of others excuſed by his 
inattention to himlelf; and with him whoſe incon- 
ſtancy ranges without any ſettled rule of choice 
through varieties of triendihip, and who adopts and 
diſmiſles favourites by the ſudden impulſe of caprice. 
Thus numerous are the dangers to which the con- 
yerſe of mankind expoſes us, and which can be a- 
voided only by prudent diſtruſt. He therefore, that 
remembering this ſalutary maxim learns early towith- 
hold his fondneſs from fair appearances,. will have 
reaſon to pay ſome honours to Bias of Priene, who 
enabled him to become wiſe without the coſt of ex- 
1 % 
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| — fopendere adunce. : Hor, 


On me you turn the noſe, —— 


1 are many vexatious accidents and un- 
eaſy ſituations which raiſe little compaſſion 
for the ſufferer, and which no man but thoſe whom 
they immediately diſtreſs, can regard with ſeriouſ— 
neſs. Petty miſchiefs, that have no influence on 
futurity, nor extend their effects to the reſt of life, 
are always feen with a kind of malicious pleaſure. 
A miitake or embarraſſment, which for the preſent 
moment fills the face with bluthes, and the mind 
with confuſion, will have no other effect upon thoſe 


who obſerve it than that of convulſing them with 


irreſiſtible laughter. Some circumſtances of miſery 
axe fo powerfully ridiculous, — ding 
nor duty can withitand them ; they bear down love, 
1ntereſt, and reverence, and force the friend, the 
dependent, or the child, to give way to inſtantaneous 
motions of merriment.. | 1 . 
Among the principal of comick calamities, may 
be reckoned the pain which an author, not yet hard- 
_ened into inſenſibility, feels at the onſet of a furious 
critick, whole age, rank, or fortune, gives him con- 
ndence to {peak without reſerve; who heaps one ob- 
jection upon another, and obtrudes his remarks, and 
cnforces his corrections without tenderneſs or awe. 
Ihe author, full of the importance of his work, 
and anxious for the juſtification of every ſyllable, 
| {tarts and kindles at the tlighteit attack; the critick, 
eager to eſtablith his ſuperiority, triumphing in 
every diſcovery of failure, and zealous to impreſs 
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the cogency of his arguments, purſues him from 
line to line without ceſſation or remorſe. The 
critick, who hazards little, proceeds with vehemence, 
impetuoſity, and fearleſſneſs: the author, whoſe 
quiet and fame, and life and immortality, are in- 
yolved in the controverſy, tries every art of ſubter- 
fuge and defence; maintains modeſtly what he re- 
ſolves never to yield, and yields unwillingly what 
cannot be maintained. The critick's purpoſe is to 
conquer, the author only hopes to eſcape ; the cri- 
tick therefore knits his brow and raiſes his voice, 
and rejoices whenever he perceives any tokens of 
pain excited by the preſſure of his aſſertions, or the 
point of his farcaſms. The author, whoſe endeavour 
is at once te mollify and elude his perſecutor, com- 
poſes his features and ſoftens his accent, breaks the 
force of aſſault by retreat, and rather ſteps aſide than 
flies or advances. BE 5 

As it very ſeldom happens that the rage of extem- 
porary criticiſm inflicts fatal or laſting wounds, I 
know not that the laws of benevolence entitle this 
_ diſtreſs to much fympathy. The diverſion of baiting 
an author has the ſanction of all ages and nations, 
and 1s more lawful than the ſport of teizing other 
animals, becauſe, for the moſt part, he comes vo- 

luntarily to the ſtake, furniſhed, as he imagines, by 
the patron powers of literature, with reſiſtleſs wea- 
pons, and impenetrable armour, with the mail of the 
boar of Erymanth, and the paws of the lion of 
But the works of genius are ſometimes produced 
by other motives than vanity ; and he whom neceſ- 
lity or duty enforces to write, is not always ſo well 
ſatisfied with himſelf, as not to be diſcouraged by 
cenforious impudence. It may therefore be necel- 


ſary 
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fary to conſider how they whom publication lays 
open to the inſults of ſuch as their obſcurity ſecures 
againſt repriſals, may extricate themſelves from un- 
8 encounters. 8 
ida, a man of confiderable ſkill in the politicks 
of literature, directs his pupil wholly to abandon 
his defence, and even when he can irrefragibly re- 
fute all objections, to ſuffer tamely the exultations 
of his antagoniſt. 
This rule may perhaps be juſt, when advice is 
_ aſked and ſeverity folicited, becauſe no man tells his 
opinion ſo freely as when he imagines ut received 
with implicit veneration ; and. criticks ought never 
to be conſulted, but while errors may yet be recti- 
fied or inſipidity ſupprefſed. But when the book 
has once been diſmiſſed into the world, and can be 


no more retonched, I know not whether a very dif- 


| ferent conduct ſhould not be prefcribed, and whe- 
ther firmneſs and fpirit may not ſometimes be of 
uſe to overpower arrogance and repel brutality. Soft- 
neſs, diffidence, and moderation, will often be miſ- 
taken for imbecility and dejection ; they lure cow- 

_ ardice to the attack by the hopes of eaſy victory, and 
it will ſoon be found that he whom every man thinks 
he can conquer, fhall never be at peace. 
The animadverſions of criticks are commonly 
ſuch as may eaſily provoke the ſedateſt writer to. 
ſome quickneſs of reſentment and aſperity of reply. 
A man who by long conlideration has familiariſed a. 
ſubject to his own mind, carefully ſurveyed the ſe- 
ries of his thoughts, and planned all the parts of his 
compoſition into a regular dependance on each other,. 
will often ſtart at the ſiniſtrous interpretations, or 
abſurd remarks of haſte and ignorance, and wonder 
by what infatuation they have been led away from 
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b 
the obvious ſenſe, and upon what peculiar princi- | 
ples of judgment they decide againſt him. | 
The eye of the intellect, like that of the body, g 
is not equally perfect in all, nor equally adapted in 
any to all objects; the end of criticiſm is to ſupply 
its defects; rules are the inſtruments of mental vi- 
ſion, which may indeed aſſiſt our faculties when 
properly uſed, but produce confuſton and obſcurity _ {1 
y unſkilful application. 05 
Some ſeem always to read with the microſcope of 
criticiſm, and employ their whole attention upon 'Y 
minute elegance, or faults ſcarcely viſible to com- 
mon obſervation. The diſſonance of a ſyllable, the 
recurrence of the ſame ſound, the repetition of a 
particle, the ſmalleſt deviation from propriety, the 
5 llighteſt defect in conſtruction or arrangement, ſwell 
before their eyes into enormities. As they diſcern 
with great exactneſs, they comprehend but a narrow _ 
compaſs, and know nothing of the juſtneſs of the 
deſign, the general ſpirit of the performance, the 
artifice of connection, or the harmony of the parts; 
they never conceive how ſmall a proportion that 
which they are buſy in contemplating bears to the 
whole, or how the petty inaccuracies with which. 
they are offended, are abſorbed and loſt in general 
7 Tn DEE | 
Others are furniſhed by criticiſm with a teleſcope. | 
They ſee with great clearneſs whatever is too re= _ ti 
mote to be diſcovered by the reſt of mankind, but 
are totally blind to all that lies immediately before 
them. 1 hey diſcover in every paſſage ſome ſecret 
meaning, ſome remote alluſion, ſome artful allegory, 
or ſome occult imitation which no other reader ever 
| ſuſpected; but they have no perception of the co- 
gency of arguments, the force of pathetic — ; 


— „ IT __—_ I" 
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the various colours of diction, or the flowery embel- 
liſhments of fancy ; of all that engages the attention 
of others, they are totally inſenſible, while the 
into worlds of conjecture, and amuſe themſelves 
with phantoms in the clouds. — 
In criticiſm, as in every other art, we fail ſome- 
times by our weakneſs, but more frequently by our 
fault. We are ſometimes bewildered by ignorance, 
and ſometimes by prejudice, but we ſeldom deviate 
far from the right, but when w deliver ourſelves up 
to the direction of vanity. 
Nuuz. 177. TukspAv, Nov. 26, 1751. 
Turpe eft difficiles habere nu gas. Maxx. 
Thoſe things which now ſeem frivolous and flight, 
Vill be of ferious conſequence to you, 
When they have made you once ridiculous, OS 
„„ | in ROSCOMMON, 
To the RAMBLER. 
$1R,- ors 
XXV HEN I was, at the uſual time, about to 
enter upon the profeſſion to which my friends 
had deſtined me, being ſummoned, by the death of 
my father, into the country, I found myſelf maſter 
of an unexpected {um of money, and of an eſtate 
which, though not large, was, in my opinion, ſuf- 
_ ficient to ſupport me in a condition far preferable to 
to the fatigue, dependance, and uncertainty of any 
gainful occupation. I therefore reſolved to devote 
the reſt of my life wholly to curioſity, and without 
any confinement of my excurſions, or termination 
of my views, to wander over the boundleſs regions 
of general knowledge, e 3 
0 5 This 


— — — —— 


dictates. 
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This ſcheme of life ſ--med pregnant with inex- 
hauſtible variety, and tacrciore I could not forbear 
to congrat late myfelft upon the wiſdom of my 
choice. I furniſhcda large room with all conveniences 
for ſtuuy; collected books of every Kind; quitted 
every ſcience at che brit perception of diſguſt; re- 
turned to it again as ſoon as my former ardour hap- 
pened to revive; and having no rival to depreſs me 
by compariſon, nor any critick to alarm me with 
objections, I ſpent day after day in profound tran- 


quillity, with only ſo much complacence in my own 


improvements, as ſerved to excite and animate my 
application. | 
Thus I lived for ſome years with complete ac- 
quieſcence in my own plan of conduct, riting early 
to read, and dividing the latter part of the day be- 
tween economy, exerciſe, and reflection. But in 
time, I began to find my mind contracted and 
ſtiffened by ſolitude. My caſe and elegance were 
ſenſibly impaired ; I was no longer able to accom- 
modaie myſelf with readinels to the acerdental cur- 


rent of converſation, my ndtions grew particular and 


- 1 X mine he ſe ylooy formal . 5 
paradoxical, and my phraſeology formal and un- 


tathionable ; I ſpoke, on common occaſions, the 
lan zuage of books. My quicknets of apprekenfion, 


and celciiy of reply, had entirely deſerted me: 
when Þ Uclivered my opinion, or detailed my know- _ 
ledge, I was bewilder d by an untealenable interro- 
gatory, difconcerted by any flight oppoſition, and 
overwhelmed and loſt in dejection, when the fmalleſt 


advantage was gained againtt me in diſpute. I be- 


came deciſive and dogmatical, impatient of contra- 
diction, perpetually jealous of my character, inſolent 
to ſuch as acknowledged my ſuperiority, and fullen 
and malignant to all who retuted to receive my 


This 
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This I ſoon difcovered to be one of thoſe intel. 
lectual diſeaſes which a wiſe man ſhould make haſte 
to cure. I therefore reſolved for a time to ſhut my 

books, and learn again the art of converſation ; to 
defecate and clear my mind by briſker motions and 
{tronger impulſes ; and to unite myſelf once more to 
the living generation. 

For this purpoſe I haſted to London, and entreated 
one of my academical acquaintances, to introduce 
me into ſome of the little focieties of literature, 
which are formed in taverns and coffee-houſes. He 
He was pleaſed with an opportunity of ſhewing me 
to his — and ſoon obtained me admiſſion 
among a ſelect company of curious nen, who met 
once a week to exhilarate their ſtudies and compare 
their acquiſitions. TE 

The eldeſt and moſt venerable of this ſociety was 
Hirſutus, who, after the firſt civilities of my recep- 
tion, found means to introduce the mention of his 
favourite ſtudies, by a ſevere cenſure of thoſe who 
want the due regard for their native country. He 


informed me, that he had early withdrawn his at- 


tention from foreign trifles, and that ſince he begun 
to addict his mind to ſerious and manly ſtudies, he 
had very carefully amaſſed all the Engliſh books 
that were printed in the black character. This 
| ſearch he had purſued ſo diligently, that he was able 
to ſhew the deficiencies of the belt catalogues. He 
had long ſince completed his Caxton, had threc theets 
of Treveris unknown to the antiquaries, and wanted 
4 a perfect Pynſon but two volumes, of which one 
was promiſed him as a legacy by its preſent poſ- 
ſeſſor, and the other he was reſolved to buy, at 
whatever price, when Quiſquilius's library ſhould 
be fold. Hirfutus had no other reaſon for the va- | 


luing . 
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luing or ſlighting a book, than that it was printed in 
the inks or the Gothick letter, nor any ideas but 
ſuch as his favourite volumes had fupplied ; when 
he was ſerious, he expatiated on the narratives of 
Johan de Treviſa, and, when he was merry, re- 
galed us with a quotation from the Shippe of Foles. 
While I was liſtening to this hoary ſtudent, Fer- 
ratus entered in a hurry, and informed us with the 
abruptneſs of extacy, that his ſet of halfpence was 
now complete ; he had juſt received in a handful of 
change, the piece that he had ſo long been ſceking, 
and could now defy mankind to outgo his collection 
of Englith copper. 
Chartophylax then obſerved how fatally human 
ſagacity was ſometimes baffled, and how often the 
molt valuable diſcoveries are made by chance. He 
had employed himſelf and his emiſſaries ſeven years 
at great expence, to perfect his ſeries of Gazettes, 
but had long wanted a ſingle paper, which, when he 
deſpaired of obtaining it, was ſent him wrapped 


round a parcel of tobacco. 


Cantilenus turned all his thoughts upon old ballads, 
for he conlidered them as the genuine records of the 
national taſte. He offered to ſhew me a copy of 
The Children in the Wood, which he firmly be- 
lieved to be of the firſt edition, and by the help of 

which, the text might be treed from ſeveral corrup- 


tions, if this age of barbarity had any claim to ſuch 
| favours from him. 


Many were admitted into this ebe as inferior 

members, becauſe they had collected old prints and 
neglected pamphlets, or polſeſſed ſome fragment of 
antiquity, as the ſeal of an ancient corporation, the 


He, charter of a religious houſe, the gencalogy of a fla 


_ mily extinct, or a letter written in the reign of 


| Ulzabeth.| 


: Ex ery | 
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Every one of theſe virtuoſos looked on all his aſſo- 
ciates as wretches of depraved taſte and narrow no- 
tions. Their converſation was, therefore, fretful 
and waſpiſh, their behaviour brutal, their merriment 
bluntly ſarcaſtick, and their ſeriouſneſs gloomy and 
ſuſpicious. They were totally ignorant of all that 
paſſes, or has lately paſſed, in the world; unable to 
diſcuſs any queſtion of religious, political, or military 
knowledge ; equally ſtrangers to ſcience and politer 
learning, and without any wiſh to improve their 
minds, or any other pleaſure than that of diſplaying 
rarities, of which they would not ſuffer others to 
make the proper ule. | „„ 

Hirſutus graciouſly informed me, that the num- _ 
ber of their ſociety was limited, but that I might 
ſometimes attend as an auditor. I was pleaſed to 
find myſelf in no danger of an honour, which I could 
not have willingly accepted, nor gracefully refuſed, 
and left them without any intention of returning, for 
I foon found, that the ſuppreflion of thoſe habits 

with which I was vitiated, required affociation with 
men very different from this ſolemn race. 


I am, SIR, &c. ; 
 vivaculus 


7 
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It is natural to feel grief or indignation, when 
any thing, neceſſary or uſeful, is wantonly waſted, 
or negligently deſtroyed; and therefore my cor- 
teſpondent cannot be blamed for looking with 
uneaſineſs on the waſte of life. Leiſure and cu- 
rioſity might ſoon make great advances in uſeful 
knowledge, were they not diverted by minute 
emulation and laborious trifles. It may, however, 
| ſomewhat mollify his anger to reflect, that perhaps 
none of the allembiy which he deſcribes, was 
capable of any nobler employment, and that he 
who does his beſt, however little, is always to be 
diſtinguiſhed from him who does nothing. What- 
ever buſies the mind without corrupting it, has 
at leaft this uſe, that it reſcues the day from idle- 
neſs, and he that is never idle will not often be 
vicious. 


NuMB. 178. SATURDAY, Nov. 30, {1 


Pars ſanitatis velle ſanaria fait. : pL BE 
To yield t0 remedies is half the cure. „ 


YTHAGORAS is reported to have required 

| P from thoſe whom he inſtructed in philoſophy 

2 @ probationary filence of five years. Whether 

this prohibition of ſpeech extended to all the parts 

of this time, as ſeems generally to be ſuppoſed, 
er was to be obſerved only in the ſchool or in the 

_ preſence of their maſter, as is more probable, it 
was ſufficient to diſcover the pupil's diſpoſition; 
to try whether he was willing to pay the price of 
learning, or whether he was one of thole whoſe 
T ardour 
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ardour was rather violent than laſting, and who 
expected to grow wiſe on other terms than thoſe of 
patience and obedience. 5 | 
Many of the bleſſings univerſally deſired, are very 
frequently wanted, becauſe moſt men, when they 
ſhould labour, content themſelves to complain, 
and rather linger in a ſtate in which they cannot be 
at reſt, than improve their condition by vigour and 
reſolution. = _ 
Providence has fixed the limits of human enjoy- 
ment by immoveable boundaries, and has ſet dif- 
ferent gratifications at ſuch a diſtance from each 
other, that no art or power can bring them toge- 
ther. This great law it is the bulincfs of every 
rational being to underſtand, that life may not paſs 
away in an attempt to make contradictions conſiſt- 
ent to combine oppoſite qualities, and to unite 
things which the nature of their being muſt always 
_ keep alunder- „ 
Of too objects tempting at a diſtance on con- 
trary ſides, it is impoſſible to approach one but by 
receding from the other; by long deliberation and 


dilatory projects, they may be both Joſt, but can 


never be both gained. It is, therefore, neceſſary 
to compare them, and when we have determined 
the preference, to withdraw our eyes and our 
thoughts at once from that which reaſon direqs _ 
us to reject. This is more neceſſary, if that 
which we are forſaking has the power of delighting 


the ſenſes, or firing the fancy. He that once turns 


aſide to the allurements of unlawful pleaſure, can 
| have no ſecurity that he ſhall ever regain the paths 


of virtue. 


.* The philoſophick goddeſs of Boethius, having - 
related the ſtory of Orpheus, who, when he had 
gs %%% rs  # 
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recovered his wife from the dominions of death, 
loſt her again by looking back upon her in the 
confines of light, concludes with a very elegant 
and forcible application. /Zh-ever you are that en- 
| deauour lo elevate your minds to the illuminations of 
Heaven, comfider yourſelves as repreſented in this 
E. fable; for he that it once fo far overcome as to turn 
back his eyes tetuardt the infernal caverns, laſes at the 
firſt fight all that influence which attratted him an 
2 . N 


Vos hc fabula reſpicit, 
Quicunque in ſuperum diem 
Mentem ducere quaritis. 
Nam qui Tartareum in ſpecus 
Victus lumina flexerit, 
Quidquid præcipuum trahit, 
Lerdit, dum videt inferos. 


It may be obferved in general, that the future 
is purchaſed by the preſent. It is not poſſible to 
ſecure diſtant or permanent happinefs but by the 
forbearance of ſome immediate gratification. This 
is ſo evidently true wich regard to the whole of 
our exiitence, that all the precepts of theology 
have no other tendency than to entorce a life of 
faith; a life regulated not by our ſenfes but by our 
belief; a life in which pleaſures are to be refufed 
for fear of inviſible puniſhments, and calamities 
ſometimes to be ſought, and always endured, in 
_ of rewards that thall be obtained in another 
=—_ ee 
| Even. if we take into our view only that particle 
pf our duration which is terminated by the grave, 
uu! will be found that we cannot enjoy one part of 
life beyond the common limitations of pleaſure, 
— OT... .. 
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but by anticipating ſome of the ſatisfaction which 
ſhould exhilarate the following years. The heat of 
outh may ſpread happineſs into wild luxuriance, 
ut the radical vigour requiſite to make it perennial 
is exhauſted, and all that can be hoped afterwards is 
languor and ſterility. _ 

e reigning error of mankind is, that we are not 
content with the conditions on which the goods of 
life are granted. No man is inſenſible of the value 
of knowledge, the advantages of health, or the con- 
venience of plenty, but every day ſhews us thoſe on 
whom the conviction is without effect. LL: 
Knowledge is praiſed and deſired by multitudes 
whom her charms could never rouſe from the 

couch of ſloth; whom the fainteſt invitation of 

_ pleaſure draws away from their ſtudies; to whom 

any other method of wearing out the day is more 

_— than the uſe of books, and who are more 

_ eaſily engaged by any converſation, than ſuch as 

may rectify their notions or enlarge their com- 

prehenfion. „„ 

Every man that has felt pain, knows how little 

all other comforts can gladden him to whom 


| health is denied. Vet who is there does not ſome- 


times hazard it for the . ee, of an hour? All 
aſſemblies of jollity, all places of publick entertain- 
ment, exhibit examples ol ſtrength waſting in riot, 
and beauty withering in irregularity; nor is it eaſy 
to enter a houſe in which part of the family is not 
groaning in repentance of paſt intemperance, and 
part admitting diſeaſe by negligence, or ſoliciting 
= 6 _ 5 
1 here is no pleaſure which men of every age 


and ſect have more generally agreed to mention 


vith ccmempt, than the gratfications of the pa- 
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late; an entertainment fo far removed from intel- 
lectual happinefs, that ſcarcely the moſt ſhameleſs of 
the ſenſual herd have dared to defend it: yet even tg 
this, the lowelt of our delights, to this, though 
neither quick nor laſting, is health with all its acti- 
yity and ſprightlineſs daily facrificed ; and for this 
are half the miſeries endured which urge impatience 
to call on death. | Sr jo 

The whole world is put in motion by the wiſh 
| for riches, and the dread of poverty. Who, then, 
would not imagine that ſuch conduct as will in- 
evitably deſtroy what all are thus labouring to ac- 
uire, muſt generally be avoided? That he who 
— more than he receives, muſt in time become 
indigent cannot be doubted ; but how evident ſo- 
ever this conſequence may appear, the ſpendihi ift 
moves in the whirl of pleafure with too much ra- 
pidity to keep it before his eyes, and, in the intoxi- 
cation of gatety, | every day poorer without 
any ſuch ſenſe of approaching ruin as is ſufficient 
to wake him into caution. 12 . 
Many complaints are made of the miſery of life; 


and indeed it muſt be confeſſed that we are ſubject 


to calamities by which the good and had, the dili- 
gent and flothful, the vigilant and heedleſs, are 
__equally afflicted. But ſurely, though ſome indul- 
gence may be allowed to groans extorted by ine- 
vitable miſery, no man has a right to repine at evils 
which, againſt warning, againlt experience, he de- 
liberately and leiſurely brings upon his own head ; 
or to conſider himſelf as debarred ſrom happineſs by 
| ſuch obſtacles as reſolution may break, or dexterity 
may put aſide. JJ 8 
Treat numbers who quarrel with their condition, 
have wanted not the power but the will to obtain a 
Ei „„ ＋ 3 munen 
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detter ſtate. They have never contemplated the 
difference between good and evil fufficiently to 
quicken averſion, or invigorate deſire; they have 
indulged a drowſy thoughtleſſneſs or giddy levity ; 
have committed the balance of choice to the ma- 
nagement of caprice ; and when they have long ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves to receive all that chance offer- 
ed them, without examination, lament at laſt that 
they find themſelves deceived. 


Nun. 179. TutsDay, Dec. 3, 1751. 


= rpetuo riſu pulmonem agitare ſolebat. | ITT» 


5 Democritus would feed his ſpleen, and ſbaͤke 
_ His ſides and ſhoulders till he felt them ake, DRVYDER. 


TL VERY man, ſays Tully, has two characters; 
Lone which he partakes with all mankind, and 
by which he is diltinguithed from brute animals; 
another which diſcriminates him from the reſt of his 
own ſpecies, and impreſſes on him a manner and 
' temper peculiar to himfelf ; this particular character, 
if it be not repugnant to the laws of general hu- 
manity, it is always his buſineſs to cultivate and 
preſerve. Ee 5 
Exery hour furniſhes ſome confirmation of Tully's 
precept. It ſeldom happens, that an afſembly of 
pleaſure 1s ſo happily ſelected, but that ſome one 
finds admiſſion, with whom the reſt are defervedly 
_ offended ; and it will appear, on a cloſe inſpection, 
that ſcarce any man becomes eminently diſagree- 
able but by a departure from his real character, 


R 
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and an attempt at ſomething for Which nature or 
education have left him unqualihed. 5 

Ignorance or dulneſs have indeed no power of 
affording delight, but they never give difguſt ex- 
cept when they aſſume the dignity, of knowledge, 
or ape the ſprightlineſs of wit. Awkwardnels and 
inclegance have none of thoſe attractions by which 
eaſe and politeneſs take poſſeſſion of the heart; but 
ridicule and cenſure ſeldom riſe againſt them, un- 
leſs they appear aſſociated with that confidence 
which belongs only to long acquaintance with the 


modes of life, and to conſciouſneſs of unfailing 


propriety of behaviour. Deformity itſelf is regard- 
ed with tenderneſs rather than averſion, when it 
does not attempt to deceive the ſight by dreſs and 


_ decoration, and to ſeize upon fictitious claims the 


prerogatives of beauty. e . 
He that ſtands to contemplate the crow ds that 


fill the ilrcets of a pop ous city, will fee many 


paſſengers whoſe air and motion it will be difficult 


to behold without contempt and laughter; but if 


he examines what are the appearances that thus 
powerfully excite his riſibility, he will find among 
them neither poverty nor diſeaſe, nor any involun- 


tary or painful defect. The diſpoſition to derifion _ 
and inſult is awakened by the ſoftneſs of foppery, 
the ſwell of infolence, the livelineſs of levity, 
or the ſolemnity of grandeur; by the ſprightly 


trip, the itately ſtalk, the formal - ſtrut, and the 
lofty mien; by geſtures intended to catch the eye, 


and by looks claborately formed as evidences of im- 
 Portance. 7 3 


It has, I think, been neten urged in favour 


of affectation, that it is only a mittake of the 
means to a good end, and that the intention with 


: which 
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which it is practiſed is always to plcaſe. If all 


attempts to innovate the conſtitutional or habitual 
character have really proceeded from publick ipirit 
and love of others, the world has hitherto been 
ſufficiently ungrateful, ſince no return but ſcorn has 
yet been made to the moſt difficult of all enter- 
prizes, a conteſt with nature; nor has any pity been 
ſhown to the fatigues of labour which never ſuc- 
ceeded, and the unecaſineſs of diſguiſe by which 
nothing was concealed. i 
It ſeerns therefore to be determined by the gene- 
ral ſuffrage of mankind, that he who decks himſelf 
in adſcititious qualities rather purpoſes to command 
applauſe than impart pleaſure; and he is therefore 
treated as a man who by an unreaſonable ambition 
uſurps the place in ſociety to which he has no 
right. Praife is ſeldom paid with willingneſs even to 
inconteſtible merit, and it can be no wonder that he 
who calls for it without deſert is repulſed with uni- 
verſal indignation. „ . 
Kffectation naturally counterfeits thoſe excel- 
lencies which are placed at the greateſt diſtance 
from poſſibility of attainment. We are conſcious 
of our own defects, and eagerly endeavour to ſupply 
them by artificial excellence; nor would ſuch et- 
forts be wholly without excuſe, were they not often 
excited by ornamental trifles, which he, that Chus 
anxiouſly ſtruggles for the reputation of poſſeſſing 
them, would not have been known to want, had 
not his induſtry quickened obfervation. 
Gelaſimus palled the firſt part of his life in aca- 
demical privacy and rural retirement, without any 


other converſation than that of ſcholars, grave, 


ſtudious, and abſtracted as himſelf. He culti- 
' vated the mathematical ſciences with indefatigable 
Gn a eo Iiligence, 


N* 179. THE RAMBLER. 105 
diligence, diſcovered many uſeful theorems, diſcuſſed 
with great accuracy the reſiſtance of fluids, and 
though his priority was not generally acknowledged, 
was the firſt who fully explained all the properties 
of the catenarian curve. LES e 
Learning, when it riſes to eminence, will be ob- 
ſerved in time, whatever miſts may happen to ſur- 
round it. Gelaſimus, in his forty-ninth year, was 
diſtinguiſhed by thoſe who have the rewards of 
knowledge in their hands, and called out to diſplay 
his acquiſitions for the honour of his country, and 
add dignity by his preſence to philoſophical afſem- 
| blies. As he did not ſuſpect his unfitneſs for com- 
mon affairs, he felt no reluQtance to obey the in- 
vitation, and what he did not feel he had yet too 
much honeſty to feign. He entered into the world 
as a larger and more populous college, where his 
performances would be more publick, and his re- 
non farther extended; and imagined that he ſhould 
find his reputation univerſally prevalent, and the in- 
fluence of learning every where the ſame. 
His merit introduced him to ſplendid tables and 


| elegant acquaintance; but he did not find himſelf 


always qualified to join in the converſation. He 
was diſtreſſed by civilities, which he knew not 
how to repay, and entangled in many ceremonial 
8 from which his books and diagrams 
could not extricate him. He was ſometimes un- 
luckily engaged in diſputes with ladies, with whom 
algebraic axioms had no great weight, and ſaw 
many whoſe favour and efteem he could not but 
deſire, to whom he was very little recommended 
by his theories of the tides, or his approximations = 
"he quadrature of the cincte, Ee 
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Gelaſimus did not want penetration to diſcover, 
that no charm was more generally irreſiſtible than 
that of eaſy facetiouſneſs and flowing hilarity. He 
ſaw that diverſion was more frequently welcome 
than improvement, that authority and ſeriouſneſs 
were rather feared than loved, and that the grave 
ſcholar was a kind of imperious ally, haſtily diſ- 
miffed when his aſſiſtar.ce was no longer neceſſary. 
He came to a ſudden reſolution of throwing off 
thoſe cumbrous ornaments of learning, which 
hindred his reception, and commenced a man of 
wit and jocularity. Utterly unacquainted with 
every topick of merriment, ignorant of the modes 


and follies, the vices and virtues of mankind, and 


_ unfurniſhed with any ideas but ſuch as Pappus 
and Archimedes had given him, he began to ſilence 
all enquires with a jeſt inſtead of a ſolution, ex- 
tended his face with a grin, which he miſtook for 
a a ſmile, and in the place of a ſcientifick diſcourſe, 
fetailed in a new language, formed between the 
college and the tavern, the intelligence of the 
newsS=papers. 3 5 


* 


Laughter, he knew, was a token of alacrity; | 


and, therefore, whatever he ſaid or heard, he was | 


| Careful not to fail in that great duty of a wit. If 
de aſked or told the hour of the day, if he com- 
plained of heat or cold, ſtirred the fire, or filled 


- = glaſs, removed his chair, or ſnuffed a candle, 


| he always found fome occaſion to langh. The 
43 was indeed a ſecret to all but himſelf; but 


"habitual confidence in his own diſcernment, hin- 
dered him from ſuſpeQting any weakneſs or miſ= 


take. He wondered that his wit was ſo little under- 
| Koes), but expected that his audience would com- 
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prehend it by degrees, and perliſted all his life to 
— by = — how little the ſtrongeſt 
faculties can perform beyond the limits of their own 
province. 


Nuxz. 180. SaTuRDay, Dec. 7, 1751. 


Tau dag cocos ed warm 3 Emirepoy tacos 
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On life, on morals, be thy thonghts employed; 
Leave to the ſchools their atoms and their vaid. 


TT is ſomewhere related by Le Clerc, that a 
| wealthy trader of good underſtanding, having 
the common ambition to breed his fon a ſcholar, 
carried him to an univerſity, reſolving to uſe his 
_ own judgment in the choice of a tutor. He had 
been taught, by whatever intelligence, the neareſt 
way to the heart of an academick, and at his 


arrival entertained all who came about him with 


ſuch profuſion, that the profeſſors were lured by 
the ſmell of his table from their books, and 


flocked round him with all the cringes of awk= 


ward complaiſance. This eagerneſs anſwered the 
merchant's purpoſe; he glutted them with deli- 


cacies, and ſoftened them with careſſes, till he 


prevailed upon one after another to open his bo- 

ſom, and make a diſcovery of his competitions, 
jealouſies, and reſentments. Having thus learned 
each man's character, partly from himſelf, and 

| partly from his acquaintances, he reſolved. to 
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find ſome other education for his fon, and went 
away- convinced, that a ſcholaſtick life has no 
other tendency than to vitiate the morals, and 
contract the underſtanding: Nor would he after- 
wards hear with patience the praiſes of the an- 
cient authors, being perſuaded that ſcholars of all 
ages muſt have been the ſame, and that Xenophon 
and Cicero were profeſſors of ſome former univer- 


ſity, and therefore mean and felfiſh, ignorant and 


ſervile, like thoſe whom he had lately viſited and 
forſaken. V 
Envy, curioſity, and a ſenſe of the imperfection 
of our preſent ſtate, inclines us to eſtimate the ad- 
vantages which are in the poſſeſſion of others above 
their real value. Every one muſt have remarked, 


what powers and prerogatives the vulgar imagine 


to be conferred by learning. A man of ſcience 
is expected to excel the unlettered and unenlight- 
ened even on occafions where literature is of 

uſe, and among weak minds, loſes part of his 
reverence, by diſcovering no ſuperiority in thoſe 


parts of life, in which all are unavoidably equal; 
as when a monarch makes a progreſs to the re- 
- moter provinces, the ruſticks are ſaid ſometimes to 
wonder that they find him of the fame ſize with 


themſelves. 3 5 
| Theſe demands of prejudice and folly can never 


de ſatisfied; and therefore many of the imputations 
which learning ſuffers from d1appointed ignorance, 


no 


are without reproach. But there are ſome failures 


to which men of ſtudy are peculiarly expoſed. | 


Every condition has its diſadvantages. The circle 
of knowledge is too wide for the moit active 


and diligent intellect, and while ſcience is pur- 


ſued, 
6 


| 
| 


| 
| 


ſucceſs, 
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| . ſued, other accompliſhments are neglected; as a 
ſmall garriſon muſt leave one ee If an exten- 


five fortreſs naked, when an alarm calls them to 


another. 


The learned, however, might generally ſupport 
their dignity with more ſucceſs, if they ſuffered 
not themſelves to be miſled by the Jefire of ſu- 
perfluous attainments. Raphael, in return to 


Adam's enquires into the courſes of the ſtars and 
| the revolutions of heaven, counſels him to with- 


draw his mind from idle ſpeculations, and em- 
ploy his faculties upon nearer and more inte- 


reſting objects, the ſurvey of his own life, the 


ſubjection of his paſſions, the knowledge of 


duties which muſt daily be performed, and the 
detection of dangers which muſt daily be in- 


curred 


his angelick counfel every man of letters ſhould 


always have before him. He that devotes himſelf 


to retired ſtudy, naturally ſinks from omiſſion to 


forgetfulneſs of ſocial duties; he muſt be therefore 
ſometimes awakened, and recalled to the general 


condition of mankind. _ 


| I am far from any intention to limit curioſity, 
or confine the labours of learning to arts of im- 
| mediate and neceſſary uſe. It is only from the 


rarious effays of experimental induſtry, and the 
vague excurſions of minds ſent out upon diſco- 


very, that any advancement of knowledge can 


be expected, and though many muſt be difap- 


pointed in their labours, yet they are not to de 
charged with having ſpent their time in vain; 


their example contributed to inſpire emulation, 


| and their miſcarriages taught others the way to 


| But 
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But the diſtant hope of being one day uſeful or 


eminent, ought not to miſlead us too far from that 
ſtudy, which is equally requiſite to the great and 
mean, to the celebtated and obſcure; the art of 
moderating the deſires, of repreſſing the appetites ; 
and of conciliaiing or retaining the favour of man 


kind. | 


No man can imagine the courſe of his own life, 


or the conduct of the world around him, unwor- 
thy his attention; yet among the ſons of learning 
many ſeem to have thought of every thing rather 
than of themſelves, and to have obſerved every 


thing but what paſſes before their eyes: n—_ 


who toil through the intricacy of complicated fy 
tems, are inſuperably embarraſſed with the leaſt 
perplexity in common affairs; many who com- 


pare the actions, and aſcertain the characters of 


ancient heroes, let their own days glide away 


without examination, and ſuffer vicious habits to 


encroach upon their minds without reſiſtance or 


detection. 3 1 
The moſt frequent reproach of the ſcholaſtick 


race is the want of fortitude, not martial but 
philoſophick. Men bred in ſhades and ſilence, 
taught to immure themſelves at ſunſet, and ac- 
cuſtomed to no other weapon than ſyllogiſm, 
may be allowed to feel terror at perſona] danger, 


and to be diſconcerted by tumult and alarm. But 


why ſhould he whoſe life is ſpent in contempla- 


tion, and whole bulineſs is only to diſcover truth, 


de unable to rectify the fallacies of imagination, 
or contend ſucceſsfully againſt prejudice and paſ- 


fion? To what end has he read and meditated, 


if he gives up his underſtanding to falſe appear- | 


F 


of 
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of evils to which only folly or vanity can expoſe 
him, or elated by advantages to which, as they are 
equally conferred upon the good and bad, no real 
dignity is annexcd. e 

Such, however, is the ſtate of the world, that 
the moſt obſequious of the {laves of pride, the moſt 
rapturous of the gazers upon wealth, the moſt 
* of the whiſperers of greatneſs, are col- 
lected from ſeminaries appropriated to the ſtudy of 
wiſdom and of virtue, where it was intended that 
appetite ſhould learn to be content with little, and 
that hope ſhould aſpire only to honours which no 
human power can give or take away. 

The ſtudent, when he comes forth into the world, 
inſtead of congratulating himſelf upon his exemption 
from the errors of thoſe whoſe opinions have been 
formed by accident or cuſtom, and who live 
without any certain principles of conduct, is 
commonly in haite to mingle with the multitude, 
and ſhew his ſprightlineſs and ductility by an 
expeditious compliance with faſhions or vices. 
I be firſt ſmile of a man, whole fortune gives 

him power to reward his dependants, commonly 

enchants him beyond reſiſtance; the glare of 


cquipage, the ſweets of luxury, the liberality of 


general promiſes, the ſoftneſs of habitual affabi- 
lity, fill his imagination; and he ſoon ceaſes to 
have any other wiſh than to be well received, or 
any meaſure of right and wrong but the opinion 
of his patron. „„ 


A man flattered and obeyed, learns to exact 


groſſer adulation, and enjoin lower ſubmiſſion. 
Neither our virtues nor vices are all our own. If 


there were no cowardice, there would be little 
inſolence; pride cannot riſe to any great degree 
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but by the concurrence of blandiſhment or the 
ſufferance of tameneſs. The wretch who would 
ſhrink and crouch before one that ſhould dart his 
eyes upon him with the ſpirit of natural equality, 
becomes capricious and tyrannical when he ſees 
himſelf approached with a downcaſlt look, and hears 
the ſoft addreſs of awe and fervility. To thoſe who 
are willing to purchaſe favour by cringes and 
compliance, is to be imputed the haughtineſs that 
leaves nothing to be hoped by firmneſs and 
integrity. . 

if inftead of wandering after the meteors of 
philoſophy, which fill the world with ſplendour 
tor a while, and then fink and are forgotten, the 
candidates of learning fixed their eyes upon the 
permanent luſtre of moral and 3 truth, 


they would find a more certain direction to happi- 
neſs. A little plauſibility of diſcourſe, and ac- 
quaintance with unneceſſary ſpeculations, is dearly 
haſed, when it excludes thoſe inſtructions 
| which fortify the heart with reſolution, and exalt 
the ſpirit to independange. rr YT 
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— fluitem dubiæ ſpe pendulus hore. Ho *. 
Nor let me float in fortune's pow'r, | 
Dependant on the future hour. Faancig 


To the RAMBLER. 
| A® I have paſſed much of my life in difquiet 
and ſuſpence, and loſt many opportunities 
of advantage by a paſſion which I have reaſon to 
| believe prevalent in different degrees over a great 
part of mankind, I cannot but think myſelf well 
ualified to warn thoſe who are yet uncaptivated, of 
5 & danger which they incur by placing themſelves 
within its influence. i 
| 1 ſerved an apprenticeſhip to a linen-draper, 
with uncommon reputation for diligence and fide- 
lity ; and at the age of three and twenty opened 
2 ſhop for myſelf with a large ſtock, and ſuch 
eredit among all the merchants, who were ac- 
quainted with my maſter, that I could command 
Whatever was imported curious or valuable. For 
hve years I proceeded with ſucceſs proportionate 
to cloſe application and untainted integrity ; was a 
daring bidder at every ſale; always paid my notes 
| before they were due; and advanced fo faſt in com- 
mercial reputation, that I was proverbially marked 
out as the model of young traders, and every 
one expected that a few years would make me an 


__ alderman. 


In this courſe of | even proſperity, I was one 
day perſuaded to buy a ticket in the lottery. The 
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ſum was inconſiderable, part was to be repaid 
though forture might fail to favour me, and 


therefore my eſtablithed maxims of frugality did 


not riitrain me from fo trifling an experiment. 
The ticket lay almoſt forgotten till the time at 
which every man's fate was to be determined; 
nor did the affair even then feem of any import- 


ance, till I diſcovered by the publick papers that 


the number next to mine had conferred the great 
prize. 


My heart ee at the thought of ſuch an ap- 
proach to ſudden riches, which I conſidered my- 
ſelf, however contrarily to the laws of computa. 
tion, as having miſſed by a ſingle chance; and! 
could not forbcar to revolve the conſequences 
which ſuch a bountcous allotment would have 
produced, if it had happened to me. This dream 
of felicity, by degrees, took poſſeilion of my 


imagination. The great delight of my ſolitary 
hours was to purchaſe an eſtate, and form plan- 
_ tations with money which once might have been 
mine, and I never met my friends but I ſpoiled 
all their merriment by n complaints of my 


I] luck. 


At length another lottery was opened, a: 
had now 10 heated my imagination with the pro- 


ſpect of a prize, that 1 ſhould have preſſed among 


the firſt purchaſers, had not my ardour been 


withheld by deliberation upon the probability of 


ſucceſs from one ticket rather than another. I 
heſitated long between even and odd; conſidered 
the ſquare and cubick numbers through the lot- 
tery ; examined all thoſe to which good luck had 
been hitherto annexed; and at laſt fixed upon 
one, which, by ſome ſecret relation to the events 
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of my life, I thought predeſtined to make me 
happy. Delay in great affairs is often miſchievous; 
the ticket was fold, and its poſſeſſor could not be 
found. „„ 0 

I returned to my conjectures, and after many 
arts of prognoſtication, fixed upon another 
chance, but with leſs confidence. Never did cap- 
tive, heir, or lover, feel ſo much vexation from 
the flow pace of time, as I ſuffered between the 
purchaſe of my ticket and the diſtribution of the 
prizes. I ſolaced my uneaſineſs as well as I could, 
by frequent contemplations of approaching hap- 
pineſs ; when the fun roſe I knew it would ſet, 
and congratulated myſelf at night that I was fo 
much nearer to my wiſhes. At laft the day 
came, my ticket appeared, and rewarded all my 
care and fagacity with a deſpicable prize of fifty 
pounds. x 7 
My friends, who honeſtly rejoiced upon my 
ſucceſs, were very coldly received; I hid myſelf 
2 fortnight in the country, that my ſhagrin might 


— fume away without obſervation, and then return- 


ing to my ſhop, began to lilten after another 
lottery. PO „ „„ | 
With the news of a lottery I was ſoon gratified, 
and having now found the vanity of conjecture 
and inefficacy of computation, I refolved to take 
the prize by violence, and therefore bought forty 
tickets, not omitting however to divide them be- 
Ween the even and odd numbers, that I might 
not miſs the lucky claſs. Many concluſions did 1 
form, and many cxperiments did 1 try to deter- 
mine from which of thoſe tickets I might molt rea- 
ſonably expect riches. At laſt, being unable to 
| Ffatisfy myſelf by any modes of reaſoning, I wrote 
„ . the 
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the numbers upon dice, and alloted five houry | 


every day to the amuſement of throwing them in a 
garret; and examining the event by an exact regi 
ſter, found on the evening before the lottery wag 
drawn, that one of my numbers had been turned 
up five times more than any of the reſt in three hun- 
dred and thirty thouſand throws. 

This experiment was fallacious; the firſt day 
preſented the hopeful ticket, a deteſtible blank, 
The reſt came out with different fortune, and in 
concluſion I loſt thirty pounds by this great ad- 

venture. : OS 

I had now wholly changed the caſt of my be. 
haviout an41 the conduct of my life. The ſhop 
was for the moſt part abandoned to my ſervants, 


and if I entered it, my thoughts were ſo en- 
groſſed by my tickets, that I ſcarcely heard or 


anſwered a queſtion, but conſidered every cul- 


tomer as an intruder upon my meditations, whom 
1 was in haſte to dipatch. I miſtook the io 
ills, 


of my goods, committed blunders in my 


forgot to file my receipts, and neglected to regu- | 


late my books. My acquaintances by degrees be- 
gan to f 
my buſineſs with little emotion, becauſe whatever 
deficience there might be in my gains I expected 
the next lottery to ſupply. _ 


Miſcarriage naturally produces diffidence ; I be- 
gan now to ſeek aſſiſtance againſt ill luck, by an 
alliance with thoſe that had been more ſucceſsful. 
I enguircd diligently at what office any prize had 


been fold, that I might purchaſe of a propitious 


vender; folicited thoſe who had been fortunate in 
former lotteries, to partake with me in my new 


tickets; and whenever I met with one that had 


" 


il away; but I perceived the decline of 


— — 
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in any event of his life been eminently proſperous, 
1 invited him to take a larger ſhare. I had, by this 
rule of conduct, ſo diffuſed my intereſt, that I had 
2 fourth part of fifteen tickets, an eighth of forty, 
and a ſixteenth of ninety. 

] waited for the deciſion of my fate with my 
former palpitations, and looked upon the buſinets 
of my trade with the uſual neglect. The wheel 
at laſt was turned, and its revolutions brought 
me à long ſucceſſion of ſorrows and diſappoint- 
ments. I indeed often partook of a ſmall prize, 
and the loſs of one day was generally balanced 
by the gain of the next; but my deſires yet re- 


mained unſatisfied, and when one of my chances 


had failed, all my expectation was ſuſpended on 


| ' thoſe which remained yet undetermined. At 
haſt a prize of five thouſand pounds was pro- 
claimed; I caught fire at the cry, and enquiring 


the number found it to be one of my own tickets, 


which I had divided among thoſe on whoſe luck 


I depended, and of which I had retained only a 
ms pet: Be 
You will eaſily judge with what deteſtation of 


| | himſelf, a man thus intent upon gain reflected 


that he had fold a prize which was once in his 


_ poſſeſſion. It was to no purpoſe, that I repre- 


ed to my mind the impoſſibility of recalling,. 


the paſt, or the folly of condemning an at, 
a which only its event, an event which no human 


intelligence could foreſee, proved to be wrong. 
The prize which, though put in my hands, had 
deen ſuffered to flip from me, filled me with 


anguiſh, and knowing that complaint would 
only expoſe me to ridicule, I gave myſelf up 


mlentiyß 
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ſilently to grief, aud loſt by degrees my appetite 


and my rcit. 


My indiſpoſition ſoon became viſible ; 1 wa, 


viſited by my friends, and among them by Eu- 
mathes, a clergyman, whoſe piety and learning 
gave him ſuch an aſcendant over me, that I could 
not refule to open my heart. There are, aid 
he, few minds ſufficiently firm to be truſted in 
the hands of chance. Whoever finds himſelf 
inclined to anticipate futurity, and exalt po-fſi 


bility to certainty, ſhould avoid every kind of 


caſual adventure, ſince his grief muſt be always 
proportionate to his hope. You have long waſted 
that time, which, by a proper application, would 


have certainly, though moderately, increaled your 
fortune, in a laborious and anxious purſuit of a 


ſpecies of gain, which no labour or anxicty, ne 
art or expedient, can fecure or promote. You 
are now fretting away your lite in repentance of 
an act, againſt which repentance can give no 
caution, but to avoid the occaſion of committing it. 


Rouſe from this lazy dream of fortuitous riches, 
which, if obtained, you could ſcarcely have en- 
joyed, becauſe they could confer no conſciouſneſs. 


of deſert; return to rational and manly induſtry, 
and conſider the meer gift of luck as below the 
care of a wiſe man. 335% ũ 


- 


— 


3 
4 


Ne 182. THE RAMBLER ng 


NpMB. 182. SATURDAY, Dec. 14, 1751. 


| F — Dides qui freri cult, 


Et cito dul ſieri. JuvEsNAL, 
The luſt of wealth can never bear delay. 


1 T has been obſerved in a late paper, that we are 


unreaſonably defirous to ſeparate the goods of 
life from thoſe evils which Providence has con- 


nected with them, and to catch advantages with- 
out paying the price at which they are offered us. 


Every man wiſhes to be rich, but very few have 
the powers neceſſary to raiſe a ſudden fortune, 
either by new diſcoveries, or by ſuperiority of {kill, 
in any neceſſary employment; and among lower 


underitandings, many want the firmneſs and in- 
duſtry requiſite to regular gain and gradual ac- | 
qulſitions. . 


From the hope of enjoying affluence | by me- 
thods more compendious than thoſe of labour, and 
more generally practicable than thoſe of genius, 


proceeds the common inclination to experiment aud 


hazard, and that willingneſs to ſnatch all opportu - 


nities of growing rich by chance, which, when it 
has once taken pollellion of the mind, is ſeldom 


driven out either by time or argument, but conti- 


- hues to walte life in perpetual deluſion, and gene- 
|: — ends in wretchednels and want. 5 


he folly of untimely exultation and viſion ry 


Proſperity, is by no means peculiar to the pur- 
chaſers of tickets; there are multitudes whoſe life 
s nothing but a continual lottery ; who are always 


within a few months of plenty and happineſs, and 


how often ſoever they are mocked with blanks, ex- 
ect a prize from the next adventure. 


Among 


122 THE RAMBLER Neth 
Among the moſt reſolute and ardent of the | 


votaries of chance, may be numbered the mortals 


whoſe hope is to raiſe themſelves by. a wealthy 


match; who lay out all their induſtry on the aſſi- 


duities of courtſhip, and fleep and wake with no 


other ideas than of treats, compliments, guardians, 


One of the moſt indefatigable of this claſs, is 
my old friend Leviculus, whom I have never known 
for thirty years without ſome matrimonial projet 
of advantage. Leviculus was bred under a mer- 
chant, and by the graces of his perſon, the ſpright- 


lineſs of his prattle, and the neatneſs of his dreſs, 
ſo much enamoured his maſter's ſecond daughter, 


a girl of ſixteen, that ſhe declared her reſolution 
to have no other huſband. Her father, after hay- 


ing chidden her for undutifulneſs, conſented to 


the match, not much to the ſatisfaction of Levi- 
culus, who was ſufficiently elated with his con- 
queſt to think himſelf entitled to a larger fortune. 
| He was, however, ſoon rid of his perplexity, for 
his miſtreſs died before their marriage. 


He was now ſo well ſatisfied with his own ac- 
compliſhments, that he determined to commence 
fortune-hunter; and when his apprenticeſhip ex- 


pired, inſtead of beginning, as was expected, to 


walk the exchange with a face of importance, or 
aſſociating himſelf with thoſe who were moſt emi- 


nent for their knowledge of the ſtocks, he at once 
_ threw off. the ſolemnity of the counting-houſe, 


__ equipped himſelf with a modith wig, liſtened to 
_ wits in coffee-houſes, paſſed his evenings behind 


the ſcenes in the theatres, learned the names of 
beauties of quality, hummed the laſt ſtanzas of 


rays" oa * , 


faſhionable ſongs, talked with famgliarity of high - 
F „ play, 
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"nieces were in perpetual contention. They hovered 
round her with ſuch jealous officioufnels, as ſcarcely 
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play, boaſted of his atchievements upon drawers 
and coachmen, was often brought to his lodgings 
at midnight in a chair, told with negligence and 
jocularity of bilking a taylor, and now and then let 
fly a ſhrewd jeſt at a fober citizen. 

Thus furnithed with irreliitible artillery, he turned 
his batteries upon the female world, and in the firſt 
warmth of felt-approbation, propoſed no leſs than 
the poſſeſſion of riches and beauty united. He there- 
fore paid his civilities to Flavilla, the only daughter 
a wealthy ſhopkecper, who not being accuſtomed 
to amorons blandithments or reſpecttul addreſſes, 
was delighted with the novelty of love, and ealily 
ſuffered him to conduct her to the play, and to meet 
her where ihe vitited. Leviculus did not doubt but 


her father, however oſtended by a clandeſtine mar- 
riage, would ſoon be reconciled by the tears of his 


daughter and the merit ot his fon-in-law, and was in 
haſte to conciude the affair. But the lady liked bet- 


ter to be courted than married, and kept him three 
pears in uncertainty and attendance. At laſt ſhe 
fell in love with a young enlign at a ball, and having 
danced with him all night, married him in the 
morning. ; „ % ͤ ͤ nog 


Leviculus, to avoid the ridicule of his companions, 
took a journey to a {tnall eſtate in the country, where, 
after his uſual enquiries concerning the nymphs in 
the neighbourhood, he found it proper to fall in 


love with Tilla, a maiden lady, twenty years older 


than himlclf, for whoſe favour fifteen nephews and 


left a moment vacant for a lover. Leviculus, ne- 

vertheleſs, diſcovered his paſſion in a letter, and 

Altilia could not withſtand the pleaſure of hear ing 
J 109 


vows 
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vous and ſighs, and flatteries and proteſtations. She 


admitted his viſits, enjoyed, for five years, the 
happineſs of keeping all her expectants in perpetual 
alarms, and amuſed herſelf with the various ſtrata- 
gems which were practiſed to diſengage her affec- 
tions. Sometimes ſhe was adviſed with great carn- 


eſtneſs to travel for her health, and ſometimes in- 


treated to keep her brother's houſe. Many ſtories 
were ſpread to the diſadvantage of Leviculus, by 
which the commonly ſeemed affected for a time, but 
took care ſoon afterwards to expreſs her conviction 
of their falſehood. But being at laſt ſatiated with 
this ludicrous tyranny, the told her lover, when he 
preſſed for the reward of his ſervices, that ſhe was 
very ſenſible of his merit, but was reſolved not to im- 
poveriſh an ancient family. „„ ee oy 
He then returned to the town, and ſoon after his 
arrival became acquainted with Latronia, a lady 
diſtinguiſhed by the elegance of her equipage and 


the regularity of her conduct. Her wealth was evi- 


dent in her magnificence, and her prudence in her 
economy ; and therefore Leviculus, who had ſcarcely 


confidence to ſolicit her favour, readily acquitted 
fortune of her former debts, when he found him- 
elf diſtinguiſhed by her with ſuch marks of pre- 
ference as a woman of modeity is allowed to give. 


He now grew bolder, and ventured to breathe out 


his impatience before her, She heard him without 


reſentment, in time permitted him to hope for hap- 
pineſs, and at laſt fixed the nuptial day, without any 


diſtruſtful reſerve of pin- money, or ſordid ſtipula- 
tions for jointure, and ſettlements, 


Leviculus was triumphing on the eve of marriage, 


| when he heard on the ſtairs the voice of Latronia's | 
maid, m_ frequent bribes had ſecured in his ſer- 


vice. 
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vice. She ſoon burſt into his room, and told him 


that ſhe could not ſuffer him to be longer deceived ; 
that her miſtreſs was now ſpending the laſt payment 


of her fortune, and was only ſupported in her ex- 


pence by the credit of his eſtate. Leviculus ſhud- 
dered to fee himſelf fo near a precipice, and found 
that he was indebted for his eſcape to the reſent- 
ment of the maid, who, having aſliſted Latronia to 


gain the conquelt, quarrelled with her at laſt about 
dhe plunder. | 


Leviculus was now hopeleſs and di ſconſolate, till 
one ſunday he ſaw a lady in the Mall, whom her 
dreſs declared a widow, and whom, by the jolting 
prance of her gait, and the broad reſplendence of 


| her countenance, he gueſſed to have lately buried 


ſome proſperous citizen. He followed her home, 
and found her to be no leſs than the relict of Prune 


the grocer, who having no children, had bequeathed 


to her all his debts and dues, and his cſtatcs re al and 


perſonal. No formality was peer in addreſſing 


madam Prune, and therefore Leviculus went next 
morning without an introductor. * His declaration 


was received with a loud laugh; the then col. 
lected her countenance, wondered at his impudence, 


alked if he knew to whom he was talking, then 


ſhewed him the door, and again laughed to find 


him confuſed. Leviculus difcovered that this 


coarſeneſs was nothing more than the coquetry 
of Cornhill, and next day returned to the attack, 


He ſoon grew familiar to her dialect, and in a few 


weeks heard, without any emotion, hints of gay 
clothes with empty pockets; concurred in many 
fage remarks on the regard due to the people of 


K . ; and agreed with her in deteltation of the 


ies at the other end of the town, who pinched 
„% 0 CR their 
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their bellies to buy fine laces, and then pretended to 
laugh at the city. 1 
HFle ſomctimes preſumed to mention marriage; 
but was always anſwered with a ſlap, à hoot, and 
a flounce. At laſt he began to preſs her cloſer, 
and thought himſelf more favourably received; 
but going one morning, with a reſolution to trifle 
no longer, he found her gone to church with a 
young journeyman from a neighbouring ſhop, 
of whom ſhe had become enamoured at her 


window. 5 
In theſe, and a thouſand intermediate adven- 


- tures, has Leviculus ſpent his time, till he is now 


rown grey with age, fatigue, and diſappointment. 
He begins at laſt to find that ſucceſs is not to be 

expected, and being unfit for any employment that 
might improve his fortune, and unfurniſhed with 
any arts that might amuſe his leiſure, is condemn- 
ed to wear out a taſteleſs life in narratives which 
few will hear, and complaints which none will 


pity. 
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3 Nun. 183. TuesDay, December 17, 1751. 


Nulla fides regni focits, omniſque poteſtas 

Impatiens conſortts erat. | LUCAN. 
ö No faith of partnerſhip dominion owns ; | 
| Still diſcord hovers o'er divided thrones. 


RD 1 hoſtility perpetually exerciſed between one 
1 man and another, is cauſed by the defire of 
many for that which only few can poſſaſs. Every 
man would be rich, powerful, and famous; yet 
fame, power, and riches, are only the names of 
relative conditions, which imply the obſcurity, de- 
pendance, and poverty of greater numbers. 
This univerſal and inceſſant competition pro- 
5 duces injury and malice by two motives, intereſt 
| and envy ; the Progr of adding to our polleſlions 


| what we can take from others, and the hope of al- 
T leviating the ſenſe of our diſparity by leſſening 
( others, though we gain nothing to ourſelves. _ 


| Of thefe two malignant and deſtructive powers, 

it ſeems probable at the firlt viev , that intereſt has 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt extenſive influence. It is 
eaſy to conceive that opportunities to ſeize what has 
been long wanted, may excite defires almoit irre- 
ſiſtible; but furely the fame eagerneſs cannot be 
kindled by an accidental power of deſtroying that 
which gives happineſs to another. It muſt be more 
natural to rob for gain, than to ravage only for 
miſchief. „ „„ 5 
Yet I am inclined to believe, that the great law 

of mutual benevolence is oftener violated by envy 

| than by intereſt, and that moſt of the miſery which 

| the defamation of blameleſs actions, or the obitruc- 

uon of honeſt endeavours, brings upon the world. 
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is inflicted by men that propoſe no advantage to 
themſelves but the ſatisfaction of poiſoning the ban- 
quet which they cannot taſte, and blaſting the harveſt 
which they have no right to reap. 

Intereſt can diffuſe itſelf but to a narrow com- 
paſs. The number is ncver large of thoſe who 
can hope to fill the poſts of degraded power, catch 
the fragments of thattered fortune, or ſucceed to 
the honcurs of depreciated beauty. But the em- 


pire of envy has no limits, as it requires to its 


Influence very little help from external circum- 
{tances. Envy may always be produced by idle- 
neſs and pride, and! in what place will they not be 
tound? 


Intereſt requires LE qualities not univerſally 


beſtowed. The ruin of another will produce no 
protit to him who has not diſcernment to mark his 
8 courage to ſeize, and activity to purſue 


but the cold malignity of envy may be exerted 
1 a torpid and quieſcent itate, amidit the gloom 


of ſtupidiiy, in the corerts of cowardice. He that 
falls by the attacks of intereſt, is torn by hungry 


tigers; he may dilcover and reſiſt his enemies. He 
that periſhes in the ambuthes of envy, 1s deſtroyed 


by unknown and invifible affailants, and dies like a 


man ſuffocated by a poifonous vapour, without 


knowledge ot his danger, or poſſibility of conteſt. 
Iuterelt is ſeldom purſued but at ſome hazard. 


He that hopes to gain much, has commonly fome- 


thing to lote, and when he ventures to attack ſupe- 
riority, if he fails to conquer, is irrecoverably 
cruſhed. But envy may act without expence or 
danger. To ſpread ſuſpici ion, to invent calumnics, 


to propagate fcandal, requires neither * nor 
cdurage. 1 tis s ealy for the author of a lie, however 
8 | malignant, | 


_— 
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malignant, to eſcape detection, and infamy necds 
very little induftry to aſſiſt its circulation. 

Envy is almoſt the only vice Which is practicable 
at all times, and in every place; the only paſſion 
which can never lie quiet for want of irritation : its 
effects therefore are every where difcoverable, and 
its attempts always to be dreaded. . 

It is impoſlible to mention a name which any 
advantageous diſtinction has made eminent, but 


ſome latent animoſity will burſt out. The wealth 


trader, however he may abitract himſelf from pub- 
lic affairs, will never want thoſe who hint, with 


Shylock, that ſhips are but boards. The beauty, 


adorned only with the u nambitious graces of inno- 


cence and modeſty, provokes, whenever ſhe appears, 


a thouſand murmurs of detraction. The genius, 


-. * < " Wh, OY | 
een ach ne endeavours only to entertain or in- 


ſtrut, yet ſuffers perſecution from innumerable 


criticks, whoſe acrimony is excited merely by UT 
pain of ſeeing others pleaſed, and of hearing ap- 
plauſes which another enjoys. 
Ihe frequency of envy makes it fo familiar, 
that it eſcapes our notice ; nor do we often reflect 
upon its turpitude or malignity, till we happen to 
feel its influence. When he that has given no pro- 
vocation to malice, but by attempting to excel, 


tinds himſelf purſued by multitudes whom he never 
ſaw, with all the implacability of perſonal reſent- 


ment; when he perccives clamour and malice let 
| looſe upon him as a public enemy, and incited by 


every ſtratagem of defamation ; *when he hears the 
misfortunes of his family, or the follies of his youth, 
expoled to the world; and every failure of conduct, 


or defect of nature, ——_ and ridiculed ; he 
ole artifices at which he only 


9 7 9 8 Fs. laughed 


then learns to abhor th 
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laughed before, and diſcovers how much the hap- 

pineſs of life would be advanced by the eradication 

of envy from the human heart. 3 
Envy is, indeed, a ſtubborn weed of the mind, 


and ſeldom yields to the culture of philoſophy. 
There are, however, conliderations, which, if 
carefully implanted and dt igently propagated, might 


in time overpower and repreſs it, ſince no one can 
nurſe it for the ſake of pleaſure, as its effects are 
only ſhame, anguiſh, and perturbation. _ 

It is above all other vices incontiitent with the 
character of a ſocial being, becauſe it facrifices 
truth and kindneſs to very weak temptations. He 
that plunders a wealthy neighbour gains as much 


as he takes away, and may improve his own con- 


dition in the fame proportion as he impairs an- 
other's; but he that blails a tlourttmng reputa- 
tion, mult be content with a ſmall dividend of 
- &varional fame, ſo ſmall as can afford very little 


conſolation to balance the guilt by which 1t 1s ob- 


tained. 9 . 
I have hitherto avoided that dangerous and empi- 
rical morality, which cures one vice by means of 


another. But envy is ſo baſe and deteſtable, fo vile 
in its original, and fo pernicious in its effects, that 
the predominance of almoſt any other quality is to 


be preferred. It is one of thoſe lawleſs enemies of 


ſociety, againſt which poiſoned arrows may honeſtly 
be uſed. Let it therefore be conſtantly remembered, 

that whoever envies another contelles his ſuperiority, 

and let thoſe be reformed by their pride who have 


loſt their virtue. 


It is no flight aggravation of the injuries Which 
envy incites, that they are committed againit thoſe 
who have given no intentional provocation; and 


— —.— — - 


— — — — — . 
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that the ſufferer is often marked out for ruin, not 
becauſe he has failed in any duty, but becauſe he has 
dared to do more than was required. 
Almoſt every other crime 1s practiſed by the help 
of ſome quality which might have produced eſteem 
or love, if it had becn well employed ; but envy is 
mere unmixed and genuine evil; it purſues a hate- 
ful end by deſpicable means, and deſires not ſo much 


its own happineſs as another's miſery. To avoid 


depravity like this, it is not neceſſary that any one 


| ſhould aſpire to heroiſm or ſanity, but only that 


he ſhould reſolve not to quit the rank which nature 


aſſigns him, and wiſh to maintain the dignity of a 
human being. <4 FE 


} s p 


| Nuns. 184. SATURDAY, December 21, I75T. 


Permittes ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 


Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile nojiris. wy v. 
Intruſt thy fortune to the pow'rs above; | 


| Leave them to manage for thee, and to grant 


What their unerring wiſdom ſees thee want. DRYDEN. 


AS every ſcheme of life, fo every form of writ- 


* ing, has its advantages and inconveniences, 
though not mingled in the fame proportions. The 
writer of eſſays eſcapes many embarraſſments to 


which a large work would have expoſed him; he 


ſeldom haraſſes his reaſon with long trains of con- 


| ſequences, dims his eyes with the peruſal of anti- 
quated volumes, or burthens his memory with 


great accumulations of preparatory knowledge. A 


careleſs glance upon a favourite author, or tran- 


ES 


his invention at re 
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ſient ſurvey of the varicties of life, is ſufficient to 
ſupply the firſt hint or ſeminal idea, which, en- 
larged by the gradual accretion of matter ſtored in 
the mind, is by the warmth of fancy ealily ex- 
panded into flowers, and ſometimes ripened into 
Iruit. | | 
The molt frequent difficulty by which the au- 
thors of theſe petty compolitions are diſtreſſed, 
arifes from the perpetual demand of novelty and 
change. The * of a ſyſtem of ſcience lays 
„and employs only his judg- 
ment, the faculty exerted with leaſt fatigue. Even 
the relator of feigned adventures, when once the 
principal characters are eſtabliſhed, and the great 
events regularly connected, finds incidents and 
epiſodes crowding upon his mind; every change 
opens new views, and the latter dea Sy the ſtory 
grows without labour out of the former. But he 
that attempts to entertain his reader with uncon- 
nected pieces, finds the irkſomeneſs of his taſk ra- 
ther increaſed than leſſened by every production. 
The day calls afreſh upon him for a new topick,, 
_ and he is again obliged to chooſe, without any prin= | 
C % uu 
It is indeed true, that there is ſeldom any neceſ- 
ſity of looking far, or inquiring long; for a pro- 
per ſubject. Every diverſity of art or nature, 
every public bleſſing or calamity, every domeſtic 
pain or gratification, every fally of caprice, blun- 
der of abſurdity, or 2 of affection, may 


ſupply matter to him whoſe only rule is to avoid 


. _ uniformity. But it often happens, that the judg- 0 


ment is diſtracted with boundleſs multiplicity, | 
the imagination ranges from one deſign to another, 
and the hours paſs imperceptibly away, till the 
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compoſition can be no longer delayed, and neceſſity 
enforces the uſe of thoſe thoughts which then hap- 
pen to be at hand. The mind, rejoicing at de- 
jiverance on any terms from perplexity and ſuſ- 
penſe, applies herſelf vigorouſly to the work before 
her, collects embelliſhments and illuſtrations, and 


ſometimes tinithes, with great elegance and happi- 


neſs, what in a ſtate of eaſe and leiſure the never had 
begun. 


t is not commonly obſerved, how much, even 


of actions conlidered as particularly ſubject to 
choice, is to be attributed to accident, or fome 
cauſe out of our own power, by whatever name it 
be diſtinguiſhed. To clofe tedious deliberations 
with haſty reſolves, and after long conſultations 
with reaſon to refer the queſtion to caprice, 1s by 

no means peculiar to the eſſayiſt. Let him that 


peruſes this paper review the ſeries of his life, and 


inquire how he was placed in his preſent con- 


dition. He will find, that of the good or ill which 


he has experienced, a great part came unexpected, 
without any vitible gradations of approach; that 
every event has been influenced by cauſes acting 


without his intervention; and that whenever he 
. pretended to the prerogative of forefight, he was 
_ mortined with new conviction of the ſhortneſs of _ 


lus views... . 
The buſy, the ambitious, the inconſtant, and the 
adventurous, may be ſaid to throw themſclus by 
deſign into the arms of fortune, and volumarily to 
quit the power of governing themſclves; they en- 
gage in a Courle of life in which little can be aſcer- 
Hained by previous meaſures ; nor: is it any wonder 


that their time is paſt between elation and deſpond- 


2nCy, hope and diſappointment. 
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Some there are who appear to walk the road of 
life with more circumfpection, and make no ſte 


till they think themſelves ſecure from the hazard of 
a precipice ; when neither pleaſure nor profit can 


tempt them from the beaten path; who refuſe to 
climb left they ſhould fall, or to run leſt they ſhould 


ſtumble, and move ſlow ly from ard without any com- 
pliance with thoſe paſſions by which the heady and 
vehement are ſeduced and betrayed. 

Yet even the timorous prudence of this judicions 


claſs is far from exempting them from the domi- 


nion of chance, a ſubtle and inſidious power, who 
will intrude upon privacy and embarraſs caution. 
No courſe of life is ſo preſcribed and limited, but 


that my actions muſt reſult from arbitrary elec- 


tion. Every one mult form the general plan of his 


cant by his own reflections ; he mult reſolve 


whether he will endeavour at riches or at content ; 
whether he will exerciſe private or public virtues ; 
whether he will labour for the general benefit of 
mankind, or contract his beneficence to his family 
and dependants. 3 

This queſtion has long exerciſed the ſchools of 


philoſophy, but remains yet undecided ; and what 


hope is there that a young man, unacquainted with 
| the arguments on either fide, ſhould determine his 
own deſtiny otherwiſe than by chance? 

When chance has given him a partner of his bed, 


whom he prefers to all other women, without any 
proot of ſuperior deſert, chance muſt again direct 


dim in the education of his children; for, who was 
ever able to convince himſelf by arguments, that he 


had choſen for his ſon that mode of inſtruction to 
which his underſtanding was beſt adapted, or by 


which he would moſt ealily be 1 wiſe or virtuous? 
| Whoever 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Whoever ſhall inquire by what motives he was 
determined on theſe important occaſions, will find 
them ſuch as his pride will ſcarcely ſuffer him to con- 


feſs; ſome ſudden ardour ot deſire, ſome uncertain 


limpſe of advantage, ſome petty competition, ſome 
inaccurate concluſion, or fone example implicitly 


reverenced. Such are often the firſt cauſes of our 
reſolves ; for it is neceſſary to act, but impoſſible to 


know the conſequences of action, or to diſcuſs all 


the reaſons which offer themſelves on every part to 


inquiſitiveneſs and ſolicitude. -_ 

jince life itſelf is uncertain, nothing which has 
life for its baſis can boaſt much ſtability. Yet this 
is but a ſmall part of our perplexity. We ſet out 


on a tempeſtuous ſea, in queſt of ſome port, where 
we expect to find reſt, but where we are not ſure 


of admiſſion ; we are not only in danger of ſink- 


ing in the way, but of being miſled by meteors 

miſtaken for ſtars, of being driven from our courſe 
by the changes of the wind, and of loſing it by 
unſkilful ſteerage ; yet it ſometimes happens, that 
_ croſs winds blow us to a ſafer coaſt, that meteors 
draw us aſide from Whirlpools, and that negli- 
gence or error contributes to our eſcape from miſ- 


chiefs to which a direct courſe would have expoſed 


us. Of thoſe that, by precipitate concluſions, in- 


volve themſelves in calamities without guilt, very 


few, however they may reproach themſelves, can 
be certain that other meaſures would have been more 
JJ „ : 
In this ſtate of univerſal uncertainty, where a 
thouſand dangers hover about us, and none can 
tell whether the good that he purſues is not evil in 
diſguiſe, or whether the next itep will lead him to 
_ lafety or deſtruction, nothing can afford any 2 
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tional tranquillity, but the conviction that, however 
we amuſe ourſelves with unideal ſounds, nothing 
in reality is governed by chance, but that the uni- 
verſe is under the perpetual ſuperintendance of him 
who created it ;. that our being is in the hands of 
omnipotent goodneſs, by whom what appears caſual 
to us, is directed for ends.ultimately kind and mer- 
ciful ; and that nothing can finally hurt him who 
debars not himſelf from the divine favour. 


Nums. 185. Tu ESDAY, Dec. 24, 1751. 


At vindicta bonum vita jucundius ia, 
| Nempe hoc indocti..— 
Chryſippus non dicit idem, nec mite Thaletis 
Ingenium, dulcique ſenex ricinus Hymeito, 
Qui partem accepts ſa va inter vincla Cicutee 
Accuſatori nollet dare. Quippe minuti | 
Semper, & _ of Annu, exty os « oluptas. EH, 
/ltto. | Juv, 
; But O] reden EP DRY | 
Thus think the crowd; who, eager to engage, 
Take quickly fre, and kindle into rage. 
Not 6 mild Thales nor Chry/ippus thought, 
Nor that good man, who drank the poiy/nous draught- 
With mind ſerene; and could not wiſh to fee 
His vile accuſer drink as deep as he; 
Exalted Socrates! divinely brave! 
| Tnjur'd he fell, and dying he forgave, 
Too noble for revenge; which flill we . 
The weakeſt frailty of a feeble mind. Darpzx. 


O vicious diſpoſitions of the wh more ob- 

- ſtinately reſiſt both the counſels of philoſophy. 

"ao the injunctions of religion, than thoſe which 

are 2 with an — of dignity ch 
| hic 


N* 185. THE RAMBLER. 


| which we cannot diſmiſs without leaving in the 


- 
— — — — 
- 


"BS 


hands of oppolition. fome advantage iniquitouſly ob- 


tained, or fuffering from our own prejudices ſome 
imputation of puſillanimity.. 


or this reafon ſcarcely any law of our RE 
DEEMER is more openly tranſgreſſed, or more in- 
duſtriouſly evaded, than that by which he commands 


his followers to forgive injuries, and prohibits, un- 
der the fanction of eternal. miſery, the gratification 


of the deſire which every man feels to return pain 
upon him that inflicts it. Many who could have 


_ conquered their anger are unable to combat pride, 


and purſue offences to extremity of vengeance, leit 
they ſhould be inſulted by the triumph of an enemy. 

But certainly no precept could better become him, 
at whoſe birth peace was proclaimed 1 the earth. For, 
what would ſo ſoon deſtroy all the order of ſociety, 
and deform: life with violence and ravage, as a per- 


_ miſſion to every one to judge his own cauſe, and to 


apportion his own recompence for imagined injuries? 
+ Ir is difficult for a man of the ſtricteſt juſtice not 
to favour himſelf. too much, in the calmeſt moments 


ol ſolitary meditation. Every one withes for the 
diſtinctions for which thouſands are wiſhing at the 
ſame time, in their own opinion, with better claims. 


He that, when his reaſon operates in its full force, 


can thus, by the mere prevalence of ſelf- love, prefer 
himſelf to his fellow-beings, is very unlikely to judge 
equitably when his paſſions are agitated by a ſenſe 


of wrong, and his attention wholly engroſſed by 
ain, intereſt, or danger. Whoever arrogates to 
himſelf the right of vengeance, ſhows how little he 


is qualified to decide his own claims, ſince he cer- 
dainly demands what he would think unfit to be 


| Nathing 
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Nothing is more apparent than that, however 
- Injured, or however provoked, ſome mult at laſt be 
contented to forgive. For it can never be hoped, 
that he who firſt commits an injury, will content= 
edly acquieſce in the penalty required: the fame 
haughtineſs of contempt, or vehemence of delire, 
that prompt the act of injuſtice, will more ſtrongly 
incite its juſtification ; and refentment can never fo 
exactly balance the punithment with the fault, but 
there will remain an overplus of vengeance which 
even he who condemns his firſt action will think 
himſelf entitled to retaliate, What then can enſue 
but a continual exacerbation of hatred, an unextin- 
gui ſhable feud, an inceſſaut reciprocation of miſ- 
chief, a mutual vigilance to entrap, and eagerneſs 
to deſtroy? | „ 
Since then the imaginary right of vengeance muſt 
be at laſt remitted, becauſe it is impolſible to live in 
perpetual hoſtility, and equally impoſſible, that of 
two enemies, either ſhould firſt think himſelf obliged 
by juſtice to ſubmiſſion, it is ſurely eligible to for- 
give early. Every paſſion is more ealily ſubdued 
before it has been long accuſtomed to poſſeſſion of 
the heart; every idea is obliterated with leſs difh- 
culty, as it has been more flightly impreſſed, and 
leſs frequently renewed. He who has often brooded 
over his wrongs, pleafed himſelf with ſchemes of 
malignity, and glutted his pride with the fancied 
ſupplications of humbled enmity, will not eafily open 
his boſom to amity and reconciliation, or indulge 
the gentle ſeatiments of benevolence and peace. 
It is eaſieſt to forgive, while there is yet little to 
be forgiven. A ſingle injury may be ſoon diſmiſſed 
from the memory; but a long ſucceſſion of ill offices 


Bs by degrees aſſociates itſelf with every idea, a long 


conteſt 
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conteſt involves ſo many circumſtances, that every _ 
place and action will recal it to the mind, and freth 
remembrance of vexation mult fill enkindle rage 
and irritate revenge. 7 | 

A wiſe man will make haſte to forgive, becauſe 
he knows the true value of time, and will not ſuffer 
it to paſs away in unnecellary pain. He that will- 
ingly ſuffers the corroſions of inveterate hatred, and 
gives up his days and nights to the gloom of malice 
and perturbations of itratagem, cannot ſurely be 
{aid to conſult his eaſe. Reſentment is an union of 
forrow with malignity, a combination of a paſſion 
which all endeavour to avoid, with a paſſion which 
all concur to detelt. The man who retires to me- 
ditate miſchief, and to exaſperate his own ͤ rage; 
whoſe thoughts are employed only on means of 
diſtreſs and contrivances of ruin; hab mind never 
pauſes from the remembrance of his own ſufferings, 
but to indulge fome hope of enjoying the calamities 
ol another, may juſtly be numbered among the moit 
_ miſerable of human beings, among thoſe who are 
guilty without reward, who have neither the glad- 


neſs of proſperity nor the calm of innocence. 


Whoever conliders the weakneſs both of himſelf 
and others, will not long want perſuaſives to for- 
givreneſs. We know not to what degree of malig- 
nity any injury is to be imputed ; or how much its 
guilt, it we were to inſpect the mind of him that 
committed it, would be extenuated by miſtake, pre- 
cipitance, or negligence ; we cannot be certain how 
much more we feel than was intended to be inflicted, 
or how much we increaſe the miſchief to ourſelves 
by voluntary aggravations. We may charge to 
deſign the effects of accident ; we may think the 
blow violent only becauſe we have made ourſelves 
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delicate and tender; we are on every ſide in danger 
of error and of guilt, which we are certain to ayoid 


only by ſpeedy forgiveneſs. 


From this pacifick and harmleſs temper, thus 


propitious to others and ourſelyes, to domeſtic 


tranquillity and to ſocial happineſs, no man is with. 
held but by pride, by the fear of being inſulted by 
his adverſary, or deſpiſed by the world. | 

It may be laid down as an unfailing and uni- 
verſal axiom, that all pride is abject and mean.“ 
It is always an ignorant, lazy, or cowardly acqui- 
eſcence in a falſe appearance of excellence, and pro- 


ceeds not from conſciouſneſs of our attainments, 


but inſenſibility of our wants. | 1 
Nothing can be great which is not right. No- 


thing which reaſon condemns can be ſuitable to the 
dignity of the human mind. To be driven by ex- 
ternal motives from the path which our own heart 
approves, to give way to any thing but conviction, 


to ſuffer the opinion of others to rule our choice or 


overpower aur reſolves, is to ſubmit tamely to the 
loweſt and moſt ignominious flavery, and to refign 


the right of direQting our own foes. 3 
The utmoſt excellence at which humanity can 


arrive, is a conſtant and determinate purſuit of vir- 


tue, without regard to preſent dangers or advantage; 


a continual reference of every action to the divine 


will; an habitual appeal to everlaſting juſtice ; and 


an unvaried elevation of the intellectual eye to the 


reward which perſeverance only can obtain. But 


that pride which many, who preſume to boaſt of 
generous ſentiments, allow to regulate their mea - 


ſures, has nothing nobler in view than the approba- 
tion of men, of beings whole ſuperiority we are 
under no obligation to acknowledge, and who, 


when 
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when we have courted them with the utmoſt afli- 
duity, can confer no valuable or permanent reward ; 
of beings who ignorantly judge of what they do not 

underſtand, or partially determine what they never 
have examined; and whoſe ſentence is therefore of 
no weight till it has received the ratification of our 

| own conſcience. | 
He that can deſcend to bribe ſuffrages like theſe 

at the price of his innocence ; he that can ſuffer the 
delight of ſuch acclamations to withhold his attcn- 
tion from the commands of the univerſal fovereign, 
has little reaſon to congratulate himfelf upon the 
atneſs of his mind; whenever he awakes to ſe- 
riouſneſs and reflection, he muſt become deſpicable 
in his own eyes, and ſhrink with ſhame from the 
remembrance of his cowardice and folly. Eo 
Of him that hopes to be forgiven, it is indifpen- 
ſibly required that he forgive. It is therefore ſu- 
perfluous to urge any other motive. On this great 

| duty eternity is ſuſpended, and to him that refuſes 

| to practiſe it, the throne of mercy is inacceſſible, 

and the SAVIQUR of the world has been born in 

vain. | 9 N en | 


HS 
5 $ . 
18 
if Z 

: p 

1 

. | 
F 4 
= 
© 
1 | 
1 
o 5 . | 
5 
k ' 

F ' | 

2 ö 0 | 
| 

TT 

| BT. 1 
9 7 

* 4 : 1 

: 15 

* . 

5 5 = 

= , 

= \ 

— 

8 4 

4 1 

; ; I 

= 

2 j 
' 

C f 
Fi 
| 
* 

{ 
* 
* 


! 

o 9 

4 
; 4 
N 
i 


— IT 3 . 4 


* 5 - —_—_ _ 
2 whey — : 4 
o&# ——— 
2 — ———— TC 


Oe = > 0 ͤ— — — - tes oo — 


{ 
= 


140 THE RAMBLER Ne186, 


Nums. 186. Saturpay, Dec. 28, 1751. 


Pene me, pigris ubi nulla campis 
Arbor æſtita recreatur Aurd: 
Dulce ridentem Lalagen amabo, 


Dulce loquentem. | Hos; 


Place me where never ſummer breeze 

Unbinds the glebe, or warms the trees; 

Where ever lowering clouds appear, 

And angry Jote deforms th' inclement year: 

Love and the nymph ſhall charm my tcils, 

The nymph, who fwcetly ſpeaks and ſweetly ſmiles, 

| : N FRANCIS, 

F the happineſs and miſery of our preſent 

ſtate, part ariſes from our ſenſations, and part 


from our opinions; part is diſtributed by nature, 
and part is in a great meaſure apportioned by our- 
ſelves. Pofitive pleaſure we cannot always obtain, 
and poſitive pain we often cannot remove. No man 
can give to his own plantations the fragrance of 

the Indian groves; nor will any precepts of philo- 
ſophy enable him to withdraw his attention from 
wounds or difcaſes. But the negative infelicny 
which procteds, not from the preſſure of ſufferings, 


but the abſence of enjoyments, will always yield to 


the remedies of reaſon. _ „„ | 
One of the great arts of eſcaping ſuperfluons | 
uncaſineſs, is to free our minds from the habit of 
comparing our condition with that of others on 


DO 


whom the bleflings of life are more bountifully 
beſtowed, or with imaginary ſtates of delight and 
ſecurity, perhaps unattainable by mortals. Few 
are placed in a ſituation ſo gloomy and diſtreſsful, 
as not to {ee every day beings yet more forlorn and 
5 „%% miſerable, 


— 
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miſerable, from whom they may learn to rejoice in 
their own lot, | 

No inconvenience is leſs ſuperable by art or 
diligence than the inclemency of climates, and 
thercſore none affords more proper .exerciſe for 
this philoſophical abſtraction. A native of Eng- 
land, pinched with the froſts of December, may 
leſſen his affection for his own country, by ſuffer- 
ing his imagination to wander in the vales of Afia, 
and ſport among woods that are always green, 


and ſtreams that always murmur ; but if he turns 


his thoughts towards the polar regions, and conſi- 
ders the nations to whom a great portion of the year 


is darkneſs, and who are condemned to paſs weeks 


and months amidſt mountains of ſnow, he will ſoon 


recover his tranquillity, and while he ſtirs his fire, 


or throws his cloak about him, reflect how much 


he owes to Providence, that he is not placed in 


Greenland or Siberia. 


The barrenneſs of the earth and the ſeverity of 
the ſkies in theſe dreary countries, are ſuch as 
might be expected to confine the mind wholly to 
the contemplation of neceſſity and diſtreſs, fo that 
the care of eſcaping death from cold and hunger, 
ſhould leave no room for thoſe paſſions which, in 


lands of plenty, influence conduct or diverſify cha- 

raters; the ſummer ſhould be ſpent only in pro- 

viding for the winter, and the winter in longing for 
" fe fwmer. | 5 


Let learned curioſity is known to have found its 


way into theſe abodes of poverty and gloom : Lap- 
land and Iceland have their hiſtorlans, their eriticks, 
and their poets ; and love, that extends his domi- 


mon wherever humanity can be found, perhaps 


. 
97 


Os 


— — 
— 


— —— 


142 THE RAMBELER. N. 186, 


exerts the ſame power in the Greenlander's hut as 
in the palaces of eaſtern monarchs. 

In one of the large caves to which the families of 
Greenland retire together, to paſs the cold months, 
and which may be termed their villages or cities, 
a youth and maid, who came from different parts 
of the country, were fo much diſtinguiſhed for their | 
beauty, that they were called by the reſt of the in- 
habitants Anningait and Aint, from a ſuppoſed re- 
ſemblance to their anceſtors of the fame names, 
who had been transformed of old into the fun and 
moon. | 5 

Anningait for ſome time heard the praiſes of 
Ajut with little emotion, but at laſt, by frequent 
interviews, became ſenſible of her charms, and firſt 

made a diſcovery of his affection, by inviting her 
with her parents to a feaſt, where he placed before 
Ajut the tail of a whale. Ajut feemed not much 
delighted by this gallantry ; yet, however, from that 
time, was obſerved rarely to appear, but in a veſt 
made of the ſkin of a white deer; the uſed frequently 
to renew the black dye upon her hands and forehead, 
and to adorn her flecves with coral and ſhells, and 
to braid her hair with great exactneſs. PE 

The elegance of her dreſs and the judicious 
diſpoſition of her ornaments, had ſuch an effect 
upon Anningait that he could no longer be re- 
{trained from a declaration of his love. He 
therefore compoſed a poem in her praiſe, in which, 

among other heroick and tender ſentiments, he 

| — By that © She was beautiful as the vernal 
„willow, and fragrant as thyme upon the moun- | 
„ tains; that her fingers were white as the teeth _ | 
of the morſe, and her ſmile grateful as the dit- 
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« ſolution of the ice; that he would purſue her, 
« thoagh the ſhould paſs the ſnows of the midland 
« cliffs, or ſeek ſhelter in the caves of the eaſtern 
« cannibals ; that he would tear her from the em- 
« braces of the genius of the rocks, ſnatch her from 
« the paws of Amaroc, and reſcue her from the 
« ravine of Hafgufa.” He concluded with a with, 
that © whoever thall attempt to hinder his union 
« with Ajut, might be buried without his bow, 
« and that in the land of fouls his full might lerve 
« for no other ule than to catch the droppings of 
« the ſtarry lamps.” 
This ode being univerſally applauded, it was 
3 that Ajut would ſoon yield to ſuch fer- 
vour and accompliſhments ; but Ajut, with the 
natural haughtineſs of beauty, expected all the 
forms of courtſhip ; and before ſhe would confeſs. 
| herſelf conquered, the ſun returned, the ice broke, 
and the ſeaſon of labour called all to their — | 
| ments. | | 
Anningait and Ajut for a time 8 went out in 
he *, boat, and divided whatever was caught, 
Anningait, in the light of his miſtreſs, loſt no oppor- 
tunity of lignalizing his courage; he attacked the 
ſea-horſes on the ice; purlued the ſeals into the 
water ; and leaped upon the back of the whale, 
while he was yet ſtruggling with the remains of lite, 
Nor was his diligence leſs to accumulate all that 
could be neceſſary to make winter comfortable; he 
dried the roe of fiſhes and the fleſh of feals; he 
_ entrapped deer and foxes, and dreſſed their ſkins to 
adorn his bride ; he feaſted her with eggs from the 
_ rocks, and {trewed her tent with flowers. 


It 


ow m—_— 
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It happened that a tempeſt drove the fiſh to a 
diſtant part of the coaſt, before Anningait had 


compleated his ſtore ; he therefore entreated Ajut 


that the would at laſt grant him her hand, and ac- 


company him to that part of the country whither 


he was now ſummoned by neceſlity. Ajut thought 
him not yet entitled to ſuch condeſcenſion, but pro- 
poſed as a trial of his conſtancy, that he ſhould re- 
turn at the end of ſummer to the cavern where their 
acquaintance commenced, and there expect the re- 
ward of his aſſiduities. O virgin, beautiful as 
« the ſun ſhining on the water, conſider,” ſaid 

Anningait, what thou haſt required. How eaſily 


may my return be precluded by a ſudden froſt or 


« unexpected fogs; then muſt the night be paſt 
« without my Ajut. We lite not, my fair, in 
« thoſe fabled countries, which lying ſtrangers ſo 
« wantonly deſcribe ; where the whole year is di- 
« yided into ſhort days and nights; where the ſame 
« habitation ſerves for ſummer and winter; where 
«« they raiſe houſes in rows above the ground, dwell _ 


« together from year to year, with flocks of tame 
animals grazing in the fields about them; can 
travel at any time from one place to another, 


10 through ways incloſed with trees, or over walls 


„ raiſed upon the inland waters; and direct their 


*« courſe through wide countries by the fight of 
e green hills or ſcattered buildings. Even in ſum- 


„ mer we have no means of croſſing the moun- 
„ tains, whoſe ſnows are never diſſolved; nor can 
c remov: to any diſtant reſidence, but in our boats 
„ coaſting the bays. Conſider, Ajut ; a few ſum- 
mer - days, and a few winter-nights, and the 
life of man is at an end. Night is the time of 


« caſe 
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« eaſe and feſtivity, of revels and gaiety; but what 
« will be the flaming lamp, the delicious feal, or 
« the ſoft oil, without the {miles of Ajut?“ 

The eloquence of Anningait was vain ; the maid 
continued inexorable, and they parted with ardent 
promiſes to mect again before the night of winter. 


NumMs. 187. Tvutspay, Dec. 27, 1751. 


Non illum noſtri poſſunt mutare labores, 
Non fe frigoribus medits Hebrumque bibamus, 
Sithomaſque nwes lie mis ſubeamus aquoſa,- 
Ommia vincit amor. = of” Vinctt, 
Love alters not for us his hard decrees, 
Nat tho? beneath the Thractan clime we freeze, 
Or the mild bliſs of temperate ſkies forego, 
And in mid winter tread S:thonzan ſnow ;—— 
Love conquers all.—— Duron. 


. AN NINGATIT, however diſcompoſed by the 
* dilatory coyneſs of Ajut, was yet reſolved to 
omit no tokens of amorous reſpect; and therefore 
preſented her at his departure with the ſkins of ſeven 
white fawns, of five ſwans and eleven ſeals, with 

three marble lamps, ten veſſels of ſeal oil, anda 
large kettle of braſs, which he had purchaſed from 

2 a ſhip, at the price of half a whale, and two horns 

of ſea- unicorns. d 

Ajut was fo much affected by the fondneſs of 
ber lover, or ſo much overpowered by his magni- 

ficence, that ſhe followed him to the ſea-ſide; and, 
when ſhe ſaw him ester the boat, wiſhed aloud, 
| that he might return With plenty of ſkins and oil; 

| that neither the mermaids might ſnatch him into 

W 
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the deeps, nor the ſpirits of the rocks confine him 
in their caverns. = 
She ſtood awhile to gaze upon the departing 
veſſel, and then returned to her hut, ſilent and de- 
jected, laid aſide, from that hour, her white deer 
ſkin, ſuffered her hair to ſpread unbraided on her 
ſhoulders, and forbore to mix in the dances of the 
maidens. She endeavoured to divert her thoughts 
by continual application to feminine en ployments, 
gathered moſs for the winter lamps, and dried graſs 
to line the boots of Anningait. Of the ſkins which 
he had beſtowed upon her, ſhe made a fiſhing- coat, 
a ſmall boat, and tent, all of exquiſite manufacture; 
and while ſhe was thus buſied ſolaced her labours 
with a ſong, in which ſhe prayed, * that her lover 
« might have hands ſtronger than the paws of the 
„ hear, and feet ſwifter than the feet of the rein- 
deer; that his dart might never err, and that 
16 his boat might never leak ; that he might never 
« ſtumble on the ice, nor faint in the water; that 
« the ſeal might ruſh on his harpoon, and the 
„„ wounded whale might daſh the waves in vain.” 
The large boats in which the Grecnlanders tranſ- 
port their families, are always rowed by women; 
for a man will not debaſe himſelf by work which 
requires ncither ſkill nor courage. Anningait was 
therefore expoſed by idleneſs to the ravages of 
paſſion. He went thrice to the ſtern of the boat, 
with an intent to leap into the water, and ſwim 


back to his miſtreſs; but recollecting the miſery 


which they muſt endure in the inter, without oil 
for the lamp, or ſkins for + d7 he reſolved to 


_ err ploy the weeks of abſen(e-aFproviſion for a night 
of plenty and felicity. He ten compoſed his emo- 


tions as he could, and expreſſed in wild * +. 
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and uncouth images, his hopes, his forrows, and his 
fears OO life,” ſays he, “ frail and uncertain! 

« where {hall wretched man find thy reſemblance 
« but in ice floating on the ocean? It towers on 
« high, it ſparkles "from atar, while the ſtorms 
« drive and the waters beat it, the fun melts it 
« above, and the rocks ſhatter it below. What art 
« thou, deceitful pleaſure! but a ſudden blaze 
« ſtreaming from the north, which plays a moment 
« on the eye, mocks the traveller with the hopes 
« of light, and then vanithes for ever? What, love, 
c art thou but a whirlpool, which we approach 


d without knowledge of our danger, drawn on by 


_ « imperceptible degrees, till we have loſt all power 
of reſiſtance and eſcape * Till I fixed my eyes 
4 on the graces of Ajut, while I had yet not called 
« her to the banquet, I was careleſs as the fleeping 
„ morſe, I was merry as the fingers in the ſtars. 
„Why, Ajut, did I gaze upon thy graces ? ways | 
« my fair, did I call thee to the banquet ? Yet, be 
& faithful, my love, remember Anni: gait, and 
e meet my return with the ſmile of virginity? I 
„ will chaſe the deer, I will ſubdue the whale, re- 
« ſiſtleſs as the froſt of darkneſs, and unwearied as 
the ſummer fun. In a few weeks I ſhall return 
« proſperous and wealthy; then {hall the roefith 
and the porpoiſe feaſt thy Kindred ; the fox and 
„ hare ſhall cover thy couch; the tough hide of the 
“ ſeal ſhall ſhelter thee from cold; and the tat of z 
the whale illuminate thy dwclling.” a | 
Anningait having with theſe ſentiments conſoled 5 
| his grief and animated his induſtry, found that they 
had now coalted the headland, and ſaw the whales 
ſpouting at a diſtance. He therefore placed himſelf 
in * hihing- boat, called his aſſociates to their ſe- 
11 . veral 
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veral employments, plied his oar and harpoon with 
incredible courage and dexterity ; and, by dividing 
his time between the chace and fiſhery, ſuſpended 
the miſeries of abſence and ſuſpicion. 

Ajut, in the mean time, notwithſtanding her 
neglected dreſs, happened as the was drying ſome 
ſkins in the ſun, to catch the eye of Norngſuk, on 
his return from hunting. Norngſuk was of birth 
truly illuſtrious. His mother had died in child- 
birth, and his father, the moſt expert fiſher of 
Greenland, had periſhed by too cloſe purſuit of the 
_ whale. His dignity was equalled by his riches ; he 
was maſter of four men's and two women's boats, 
had ninety tubs of oil in his winter habitation, and 
five and twenty ſeals buried in the ſnow againſt the 
ſeaſon of darkneſs. When he ſaw the beauty of 
Ajut, he immediately threw over her the ſkin of 
a deer that he had taken, and ſoon after preſented 
ber with a branch of coral Ajut refuſed his gifts, 
and determined to admit no lover in the place of 
Anningait. %%% ue = 
Norngſuk, thus rejected, had recourſe to ſtrata- 
gem. He knew that Ajut would conſult an An- 
gekkok, or diviner, concerning the fate of her lover, 
and the felicity of her future life. He therefore 
applied himſelf to the moſt celebrated Angekkok of 
that part of the country, and by a preſent of two 
ſeals and a marble kettle obtained a promiſe, that 
when Ajut ſhould conſult him, he would declare 
that her lover was in the land of ſouls. Ajut, in a 
ſhort time, brought him a coat made by herſelf, and 
enquired what events were to befal her, with aſſur- 
| ances of a much larger reward at the return of An- 
ningait, if the prediction ſhould flatter her deſires. 
The Angekkok knew the way to riches, and gre 
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told that Anningait, having already canght two 
whales, would ſoon return home with a large boat 
laden with proviſions, - | 
This prognoſtication ſhe was ordered to keep 
ſecret ; and Norngſuk depending upon his artifice, 
renewed his addreſſes with greater confidence; but 


finding his ſuit ſtill unſucceſsful, applied himſelf 


to her parents with gifts and promiſes. The wealth 


of Greenland is too powerful for the virtue of a 


Greenlander ; they forgot the merit and the p.ceſents 
of Anningait, and decreed Ajut to the embraces of 


Norngſuk. She entreated ; the remonſtrat'd; the 


wept, and raved ; but finding riches irreſiſtible, fled 
away into the uplands, and lived in a cave upon luch 
berries as the could gather, and the birds or hares 
when ſhe had the good fortune to enſnare, taking 


care, at an hour when ſhe was not likely to be found, 


to view the ſea every day, that her lover might not 
miſs her at his return. | . . 


At laſt ſhe ſaw the great boat in which Anningait 


had departed, ſtealing ſlow and heavy laden along 


the coaſt. She ran with all the impatience of affec- 


tion to catch her lover in her arms, and relate her 


conſtancy and ſufferings. When the company 
reached the land, they informed her, that Annin- 
gait, after the fiſhery was ended, being unable to 
ſupport the (low paſſage of the veſſel of carriage, 
had ſet out before them in his tiſhing-boat, and they 
expected at their arrival to have found him on ſhore, 
Ajut, diſtracted at this intelligence, was about 
_ to fly into the hills, without knowing why, though _ 
| the was now in the hands of her parents, who | 
forced her back to their own hut, and endeavoured 
to comfort her; but when at lalt they retired to reſt, 

Ajut went down to the beach; where finding a 
5 JJV 
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fiſhing boat, ſhe entered it without heſitation, and 

telling thoſe who wondered at her raſhneſs, that ſhe 

was going in ſearch of Anningait, rowed away with 
reat F ſwiftneſs, and was ſcen no more. 

The fate of theſe lovers gave occaſion to arious 
fictions and conjectures. Some are of opinion, that 
they were changed into ftars ; others 1 imagine, that 
Anningait was ſeized in his paſſage by the genius of 
the rocks, and that Ajut was transformed into a 
mermaid, and {till continues to ſeek her lover in the 
deſerts of the ſca. But the general perſuaſion is, 
that they are both in that part of the land of ſouls 
where the ſun never ſets, Where oll is always freſn, 
and proviſions always warm. The virgins ſome- 

times throw a thimble and a needle into the bay, 
from which the hapleſs maid departed; and when 
a Greenlander would praiſe any couple for virtuous 
affection, he declares that they love like 5 
00 Ajut. 1 | 
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Nun. 188. SATURDAY, Jan. 4, 1752. 


&i te colo, ne non amabo. 
The more I honour thee, the leſs I love. 


ONE of the deſires dictated by vanity is 
more general, or leſs blameable, than that 
ot being diſtinguithed for the arts of converſation. 
Other accomplithments may be potlefled without 
opportunity of exerting them, or wanted without 


danger that the defect can often be remarked ; but 


as no man can live otherwiſe than in an hermitage, 


without hourly pleaſure or vexation, from the fond- 


neſs or neglect of thoſe about him, the faculty of 
giving pleaſure i is of continual uſe. Few are more 


- frequently envied than thoſe who have the power 


of forcing attention wherever they come, whole 
entrance is conſidered as a promiſe of felicity, and 


' whoſe departure is lamented, like the receſs of the 
ſun from northern climates, as a 53 of all = 
| that enlivens fancy or inſpirits gaicty. | 


It is apparent, that to excellence in this raluokle 


art, ſome peculiar qualifications are neceſſary ; tor 
every one's experience will inform him, that the 


- pleaſure which men are able to give in conv erſation, 


holds no ſtated proportion to their knowledge or 


their virtue. Many find their way to the tables 


and the parties of thoſe who never conſider them as 


of the leaſt importance in any other place; we have 


all, at one time or other, been content to love thoſe _ 


whom we could not eſteem, and been perſuaded to 
try the dangerous experiment of admitting him for 
_ companion, whom we knew to be too ignorant = 
5 tor a | countellor, and too treacherous for a friend. 
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I queſtion whether ſome abatement of character 
is not neceſſary to general acquaintance. Few 
fpend their time with much ſatisfaction under the 
eye of unconteſtible ſuperiority ; and therefore, 
among thoſe whoſe preſence is courted at aſſemblies 
of jollity, there are ſeldom found men eminently 
diſtinguiſhed for powers or acquiſitions. The wit 
whoſe vivacity condemns flower tongues to ſilence, 
the ſcholar whoſe knowledge allows no man to 
fancy that he inſtructs him, the critick who ſuffers 


no fallacy to paſs undetected, and the reafoner who 


condemns the idle to thought, and the negligent to 
attention, are generally praiſed and feared, reve- 
renced and avoided. 


He that would youu muſt rarely aim at ſuck 


excellence as depreſſes his hearers in their own opi- 
nion, or debars them from the hope of contributing 
reciprocally to the entertainment of the company. 


Merriment, extorted by fallies of imagination, 
fprightlineſs of remark, or quickneſs of reply, is 
too often what the Latins call, the Sardinian 


Laughter, a diſtortion of the face without gladneſs 
of heart. ES | Es 


For this reaſon, no ſtyle of converſation is more 
_ extenſively acceptable than the narrative. He who 

| has ſtored his memory with flight anecdotes, pri- 
vate incidents, and perſonal peculiarities, ſeldom 


fails to find his audience favourable, Almoſt every 
man liſtens with eagerneſs to contemporary hiſtory ; 
for almoſt every man has ſome real or imaginary 


connection with a celebrated character; ſome de- 
ſire to advance or oppoſe a riſing name. Vanity 
often co-operates with curioſity. He that is a 

| hearer in one place, qualifies himſelf to become a 
ſpeaker in another for though he cannot 3 55 
V „e 
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hend a ſeries of argument, or tranſport the volatile 
ſpirit of wit without evaporation, he yet thinks him- 


ſelf able to treaſure up the various incidents of a_ 


ſtory, and pleaſes his hopes with the information 
which he ſhall give to ſome inferior ſociety. 
Narratives are for the moſt part heard without 
envy, becauſe they are not ſuppoſed to imply any 
intellectual qualities above the common rate. To 
be acquainted with facts not yet echoed by plebeian 
mouths, may happen to one man as well as to ano- 
ther ; and to relate them when they are known, has 
in appearance fo little difficulty, that every one con- 
cludes himſelf equal to the taſk. 
But it is not eaſy, and in ſome ſituations of life 
not poſſible, to accumulate ſuch a ſtock of materials 
as may ſupport the expence of continual narration ; 
and it frequently happens, that they who attempt 
this method of ingratiating themſelves, pleaſe only 
at the firſt interview; and, for want of new ſup- 
_ plies of intelligence, wear out their ſtories by con- 
tinual repetition. . . 


There would be, therefore, little hope of obtain- 

ing the praiſe of a good companion, were it not to 

de gained by more compendious methods; but ſuch 
is the kindneſs of mankind to all, except thoſe who 


aſpire to real merit and rational dignity, that every 


underſtanding may find ſome way to excite benevo- 

— lence; and whoever is not envied may learn the art 

| of procuring love. We are willing to be pleaſed, 
| but are not willing to admire ; we favour the mirth 

ar officiouſneſs that ſolicits our regard, but oppoſe 


the worth or ſpirit that enforces it. | 


The firſt place among thoſe that pleaſe, becauſe 


they deſire only to pleaſe, is due to the merry fell:w, 


Whole laugh is loud, and whoſe voice is ſtrong ; 
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who is ready to echo every jeſt with obſtreperous 
approbation, and countenance every frolick with 
vociferations of applauſe. It is not ncceſſary to 
a merry ſellow to have in himſelf any fund of jocu- 
larity or force of conception; it is ſufficient that he 
always appears in the higlieſt exaltation of gladneſs; 
for the greater part of mankind are gay or ſerious 
by infection, and follow without reſiſtance the at- 
traction of example. 

Next to the merry fellow is the go9d-natured man, 
a being generally without benevolence, or any other 
virtue, than ſuch as indolence and inſenſibility con- 
fer. The characteriſtick of a good-natured man is 


to bear a joke; to fit unmoved and unaffected 
amidſt noiſe and turbulence, profaneneſs and obſce- 


nity ; to hear every tale without contradiction ; to 


endure inſult without reply; and to follow the ſtream 
of folly, whatever courſe it ſhall happen to take. 
The good-natured man is commonly the darling of 


the petty wits, with whom they exerciſe themſelves 


in the rudiments of raillery ; for he never takes ad- 


vantage of failings, nor diſconcerts a puny fatiriſt 


with unexpected farcaſms ; but while the glaſs con- 
tinues to circulate, contentedly bears the expence 


of uninterrupted laughter, and retires rejovcung at 
his own importance. 


The modeſt man is a companion of a yet lower 


rank, whole only power of giving pleaſure is not to 


interrupt it. I he modeſt man ſatisfies himſelf with 
peacetul ſilence, which all his companions are can- 


did enough to conſider as proceeding not from 1 ina- 
bility to ſpeak, but willingneſs to hear. 


Many, without being able to attain any general 
character of excellence, have ſome lingle art of 


entertainment Which ſerves them as a paſſport. 


. through 
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through the world. One I have known for fiſteen 
years the darling of a weekly club becauſe every 
night, preciſcly at eleven, he begins his favourite 
ſong, and during the vocal performance, by corre- 
ſponding motions of his hand, chalks out a giant 
upon the wall. Another has endeared himſelf to a 
long ſucceſſion of acquaintances by fitting among 
them with his wig reverſed ; another by contriving 
to ſmut the noſe of any ſtranger who was to be ini- 
tiated in the club; another by purring like a cat, 
and then pretending to be frighted ; and another by 
yelping like a hound, and calling to the drawers to 
GC ont the dog. on „„ 
Such are the arts by which cheerfulneſs is pro- 
moted, and ſometimes friendſhip eſtablſhed; arts, 
which thoſe who deſpiſe them thonld not rigorouſly 
blame, except when they are practiſed at the expence 
of innocence : for it is always neceſſary to be loved, 
but not always neceſſary to be reverenced. 
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n 

Guo hag 863 diſerta tua et. ä MAxr. 

Re ſounding plaudits tho” the crowd have rung; f 

Thy treat is eloquent, and not thy tongue. F. Lewis 


1 E world ſcarcely affords opportunities of 


making any obſervation more frequently, 


Man on falle claims to commendation. Almoſt 


every man waſtes part of his life in attempts to 


diſplay qualities which he does not poſſeſs, and to 
gain applauſe which he cannot keep; ſo that 
ſcarcely can two perſons caſually meet, but one is 


_ offended or diverted by the oſtentation of the 


Olf theſe pretenders it is fit to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


who endeavour to deceive from them who are de- 
_ ceived ;; thoſe who by deſigned impoſtures promote 


their intereſt or gratify their pride, from them who 


| mean only to force into regard their latent  excel- 


lencies and neglected virtues ; who believe them- 


| ſelves qualified to inſtruct or pleaſe, and therefore 
invite the notice of mankind. l . 
be artful and fraudulent ufurpers of diſtinction 


dleferve greater ſeverities than ridicule and contempt, 
ſince they are ſeldom content with empty praiſe, 
dut are inſtigated by paſſions more pernicious than 
vanity. They conſider the reputation which they 
endeavour to eftabliſh as neceſſary to the accom- 
pe iſhment of ſome ſubſequent deſign, and value 
praiſe only as it may conduce to the ſuccefs of avarice 
JJ 


| The commercial world is very frequently put 
by the bankruptcy of * g 


| 3.1to coafuſion 
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that aſſumed the ſplendour of wealth only to 
obtain the privilege of trading with the ſtock of 
other men, and ot contracting debts which nothing 
but lucky caſualties could enable them to pay : 
till after having ſupported their appearance a while 
by tumultuous magnificence of boundleſs traffick, 
they fink at once, and drag down into povert 
thoſe whom their equipages had induced to truſt 
them. 
Among wretches that place their happineſs in the 
favour of the great, of beings whom only high titles 
or large eſtates ſet above themſelves, nothing 1s more 
common than to boaſt of confidence which they do 
not enjoy 3 to {ell promiſes which they know their 
intereſt unable to perform; and to reimburfe the 
tribute which they pay to an imperious maſter, 
from the contributions of meaner dependants, whom 
they can amuſe with tales of their influence and 
„% Jolickazios. EEG. 
3 among ſome, too thoughtleſs and volatile 
for avarice or ambition, may be found a ſpecies of 
falſehood more deteſtable than the levee or exchange 
can ſhew, There are men that boaſt of debauch- 
eries, of which they never had addreſs to be guilty ; 
ruin, by lewd tales, the characters of women to 
whom they are ſcarcely known, or by whom they 
have been rejected; deſtroy in a drunken frolick 
the happineſs of families; blaſt the bloom of beauty, 
and intercept the reward of virtue. 
Other artifices of falſchood, though utterly un- 
worthy of an ingenuous mind, are not yet to be 
ranked with flagitious enormitics, nor is it neceſ- 
ſary to incite ſanguinary juſtice againſt them, ſince 
they may be adequately punithed by detection and 
laughter. The traveller wha deſcribes cities : 
TW JJ ae 
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he has never ſeen; the ſquite who, at his return 
from London, tells of his intimacy with nobles to 
whom he has only bowed in the park or coffee. 
houſe ; the author who entertains his admirers with 
ſtories of the aſſiſtance which he gives to wits of a 
higher rank; the city dame who talks of her viſits 
at great houſes, where ſhe happens to know the 


cook-maid, are ſurely ſuch harmleſs animals as truth 


herſelf may be content to deſpiſe without deſiring 
to hurt them. 

But of the multitudes who ſtruggle in vain for 
diſtinction, and difplay their own merits only to feel 
more acutely the iting of neglect, a great part are 
wholly innocent of deceit. and are betrayed, by in- 
fatuation and credulity, to that ſcorn with which the 


univerſal love of praile incites us all to drive feeble 


competitors out of cur way. 

Few men ſurvey themſclves with ſo much ſeve- 
rity, as not to admit prejudices in their own favour, 
which an artful flatterer may gradually [trengthen, 
till withes for a particular qualihcation are improved 
to hopes of attainment, and hopes of attainment 
to belief of poſſeſſion. Such flatterers every one 
will find, who has power to reward their aſſi- 
duities. Wherever there is wealth, there will 
be dependance and expectation, and Wherever 
there is dependance, there will be an emulation of 
tervility. 


Many of the follies which provoke general cen- 
ſure, are the effects of ſuch vanity as, however it 
might have wantoned in the imagination, would 
| ſcarcely have dared the public eye, had it not been 


animated and emboldened by flattery. Whatever 


difficulty there may be in the knowledge of our- 
 felves, {carcely any one fails to  Tuipect his own 


as iber 
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imperfections, till he is elevated by others to con- 


fidence. We are almoſt all naturally modeit and 
timorous ; but fear and thame are uncaty ſenſations, 
and whoſoever helps to remove them is received 
with kindneſs. 3 


Turpicula was the heireſs of a large eſtate, and 


having loſt her mother in her infancy, was com- 


mitted to a governeſs whom misfortunes had re- 


duced to ſuppleneſs and humility. The fondneſs of 
Turpicula's father would not ſuffer him to truſt her 
at a public ſchool, but he hired domettick teachers, 


and beſtowed on her all the accompliſhments that 


wealth could purchaſe. But how many things 
are neceſſary to happineſs which money cannot 


1 obtain! Thus fecluded from all with whom the 


might converſe on terms of equality, the heard 
none of thoſe intimations of her defects, which 


envy, petulance, or anger, produce among chil- 


dren, where they are not atraid of telling what they 
think. „„ | 


Turpicula ſaw nothing but obſequiouſneſs, and 
heard nothing but commendations. None are fo 


little acquainted with the heart, as not to know 
that woman's firſt with is to be handſome, and 


that confequently the readieſt method of obtaining 
her kindnels is to praile her beauty. Turpicula had 
a diſtorted ſhape and a dark complexion ; yet, 
when the impudence of adulation had ventured to 
tell her of the commanding dignity of her mo- 


tion, and the ſoft enchantment of her ſmile, ſhe 


was ealily convinced, that ſhe was the delight or 
torment of every eye, and that all who gazcd 


upon her felt the fire of envy or love. She there- 


fore neglected the culture of an underſtanding which 
might have ſupplied the defects of her form, 
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and applied all her care to the decoration of her 
perſon; for ſhe conſide red that more could judge 
of beauty than of wit, and was, like the reſt of 
human beings, in haſte to be admired. The 
deſire of conqueſt naturally led her to the liſts in 
which beauty ſignalizes her power. She glittered 
at court, fluttered in the park, and talked aloud in 
the front-box ; but, after a thouſand experiments 


of her charms, was at laſt convinced that ſhe had 
been flattered, and that her glaſs was honeſter than 
her maid. | 


Nuuz. 190. SATURDAY, Jan. 11, 1752. 


Ploravere ſuis, non reſpondere_favorem 


| Quaſitum nerius. 100 
Henry and Alfred— © 
Clos'd their long glories with a figh, to find 1 

Ti unwilling gratitude of baſe mankind. Pore. 


A MONG the emirs and viſiers, the ſons of 


valour and of wiſdom, that ſtand at the cor- 
ners of the Indian throne, to afliſt the councils or 
conduct the wars of the poſterity of Timur, the firſt 
place was long held by Morad the fon of Hanuth. 
Morad, having ſignalized himſelf in many battles, 


and ſieges, was rewarded with the government of a 


province, from which the fame of his wifdom and 
moderation was wafted to the pinnacles of Agra, 
by the prayers of thoſe whom his adminiſtration 
n.ade happy. The ay cn called him into his 
is hand the keys of riches * 
and the ſabre of command. I he voice of Morad 


preſence, and gave into 


* 
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trembled at her own murmurs. 


that forſook him were 
was followed by all thoſe whom he had rewarded 
for contributing to his pleaſures, and only a few, 
whoſe virtue had entitled them to favour, were 
now to be ſeen in his hall or chambers. He felt his 
danger, and proſtrated himſelf at the foot of the 
throne. His accuſers were confident and loud, his 
friends ſtood contented with frigid neutrality, and 
the voice of truth was overborne by clamour. He 
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was heard from the cliffs of Taurus to the Indian 
ocean, every tongue fai Itered in his preſence, and 
every eye was caſt down before him. 

Morad lived many years in proſperity ; every day 
increaſed his wealth and extended his influence. 


The fages repeated his maxims, the captains of 


thouſands waited his commands. Competition 
withdrew into the cavern of envy, and diſcontent 

But human great- 
neſs is ſhort and tranſitory, as the odour of incenſe 
in the fire. The ſun grew weary of gilding the 


palaces of Morad, the clouds of ſorrow gathered 


round his head, and the tempeſt of hatred roared 
about his dwelling. _ „ FI 
Morad ſaw ruin haſty approaching. The firſt 


is poets; their example 


was diveſted of his power, deprived of his acquiſi- 
tions, and condemned to pals the reſt of his life on 


his hereditary eſtate. %%% 
Morad had been fo long accuſtomed to crowds 


and buſineſs, ſupplicants and flattery, that he knew 


not how to fill up his hours in ſolitude ; he ſaw with 
regret the ſun riſe to force on his eye a new day for 


| Which he had no uſe; and envied the ſavage that 


Prey, or flecpingin his den. 


wanders in the deſert, becauſe he has no time vacant 
mom the calls of nature, but is always chaſing his 
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His diſcontent in time vitiated his conſtitution, 
and a flow diſeaſe ſeized upon him. He refuſed 
phylick, neglected exerciſe, and lay down on his 
couch ev and reſtleſs, rather afraid to die than 
de ſirous to live. His domeiticks, for a time, re- 

doubled their aſſiduities; but finding that no offi. 
ciouſneſs could ſooth, nor exactnefs ſatisfy, they 
ſoon gave way to negligence and ſloth, and he that 
once commanded nations, often languiſhed in his 
chamber without an attendant. 

In this melancholy ſtate, he commanded meſ. | 

ſengers to recal his eldeſt fon Abouzaid from the 
army. Abouzaid was alarmed at the account of 
his father's ſickneſs, and haſted by long journeys 
to his place of reſidence. Morad was yet living, 
and felt his ſtrength return at the embraces of his 
| fon, then commanding him to fit down at his bed- 
nde, “ Abouzaid, 1ays he, “ ihy fainer has ng 
„ more to hope or fear from the inhabitants of 
« the earth, the cold hand of the angel of death 
„ js now upon him, and the voracious grave is 
„ howling ' his prey. Hear therefore the pre- 
« cepts of ancient experience, let not my laſt in- 
« ſtructions iſſue forth in vain. Thou haſt ſeen 
me happy and calamitous, thou haſt beheld my 
&« exaltation and my fall. My power is in te 
% hands of my enemies, my treaſures have re- 
„ warded my accuſers; but my inheritance the 
„ clemency of the emperor has ſpared, and my 
„ wiſdom his anger could not take away. Calt | 
„ thine eyes round thee, whatever thou beholdeſt 
« wilt in a few hours be thine ; apply thine ear 
« to my dictates, and theſe poſſeſſions will pro- 
« mote' thy happineſs. Aſpire not to publick |. 
„ honours, enter not the palaces of kings; thy | 


. 


J. 
1 
__ 
= 
k 

| 

t 


' x 
: 
1 : ' : 
{ N 
4.1 
. 
: 
14 
* 
0.1 
$ . 
[| « 
' in 
| : 
14 
* 


No rgo. THE RAMBLER. 163 


« wealth will ſet thee above inſult, let thy mode- 
« ration keep thee below envy. Content thyſelf 
with private dignity, diffufe thy riches among 
« thy friends, let every day extend thy beneficence, 
« and ſuffer not thy heart to be at reſt till thou art 
« loved by all to whom thou art known. In the 
« height of my power, I ſaid to defamation, Who 
« will hear thee © and to artifice, What canſt thou 
« perform? But, my fon, deſpiſe not thou the 
« malice of the weakcit, remember that venom 
« ſupplies the want of {trength, and that the hon 
« may perith by the punQure of an aſp.” _ 

Morad expired in à few hours. Abouzaid, after 


the months of mourning, determined to regulate 


his conduct by his father's precepts, and cultivate 
the love of mankind by every art of kindneſs and 


| gndearment. He viel £22/:dered. that domeſtick 


happineſs was firſt to be fecured, and that none have 
fo much power of doing hurt or good, as thoſe who 
are preſent in the hour of negligence, hear the 


burſts of thoughtleſs merriment, and obſerve the 


tarts of unguarded paſſion. He therefore augment- 


ee the pay of all his attendants, and requited every 
eexertion of uncommon diligence by ſupernumerary 


gratuities. While he congratulated himſelf upon 
the fidelity and affection of his family, he was in 
the night alarmed with robbers, who, being purſued 
and taken, declared that they had been admitted by 
one of his ſervants ; the ſervant immediately con- 


feſſed that he unbarred the door, becauſe another 


| the keys. 


not more worthy of confidence was entruited with 

Abouzaid was thus convinced that a dependant | 

could not ealily be made a friend; and that while 
many were ſoliciting for the firſt rank of —_— 
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all thoſe would be alienated whom he diſappointed. 
He therefore reſolved to aſſociate with a few equal 
companions ſelected from among the chief men of 
the province. With theſe he lived happily for a 
time, till familiarity ſet them free from reſtraint, 
and every man thought himſelf at liberty to indulge 
his own caprice, and advance his own opinions, 
They then diſturbed each other with contrariety of 
inclinations and difference of fentiments, and Abou- 
Zaid was neceſſitated to offend one party by con- 
currence, or both by indifference. 
He afterwards determined to avoid a cloſe union 
with beings ſo diſcordant in their nature, and to 
diffuſe himſelf in a larger circle. He practiſed the 
ſmile of univerſal courteſy, and invited all to his 
table, but admitted none to his retirements. Man 
who had been rejected in his choice of friendſhip, 


now refuſed to accept his acquaintance; and of 


_ thoſe whom plenty and magnificence drew to his 
table, every one preſſed forward toward intimacy, 
thought himſelf overlooked in the crowd, and mur- 
mured becauſe he was not diſtinguiſhed above the 
reſt. By degrees all made advances, and all reſented 
repulſe. The table was then covered with delicacies 
in vain ;, the muſic ſounded in empty rooms; and 
Abouzaid was left to form in ſolitude ſome new 
ſcheme of pleaſure or ſecurity. i 
Reſolving now to try the force of gratitude, he 
._ enquired for men of ſcience, whofe merit was ob- 
| ſecured by poverty. His houſe was ſoon crowded 
with poets, ſculptors, painters, and deſigners, 
v. h> wantoned in unexperienced plenty, and em- 
ployed their powers in celebration of their patron. 
But in a fhort time they forgot the diſtreſs from 
which they had been reſcued, and began to 2 : 
; . = % 0 
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ſider their deliverer as a wretch of narrow capacity, 


who was growing great by works which he could 


not perform, and whom they overpaid by conde- 
ſcending to accept his bounties. Abouzaid heard 
their murmurs and diſmiſſed them, and from that 


hour continucd blind to colours and deaf to pane- 


oyrick. 
As the ſons of art departed, muttering threats 


of perpetual infamy, Abouzaid, who ſtood at the 


gate, called to him Hamet the poet. Hamet,” 
laid he, © thy ingratitude has put an end to my 
« hopes and experiments : I have now learned the 
% yanity of thote labours that with to be rewarded 


« by human benevolence; I ſhall henceforth do 


good and avoid evil, without reſpect to the opi- 
« nion of men; and reſolve to ſolicit only the 


« approbation of that Being whom alone we are 


_ * ſure to pleaſe by endeavouring to pleaſe him,” 
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Nun. 191. Tutspay, Fan. 14, 1752. 


cry, it will ſettle in my head, and I ſhall not be fit 


Cereus in vitium flecti, monitoribus aſper. Hon. 

The youth 

Vielding like wax, th' impreſſive folly bears; 
| Rough to reproof, and flow to future cares. FRANCE, 
J To the RAM BLER. 
J Dear Mr. Rau RTE R, „ 
| T HAVE been four days confined to my cham- 
| ber by a cold, which has already kept me from | 
| three plays, nine fales, five ſhows, and ſix card» | 
tables, and put me feventeen viſits behind-hand | 
1 and the doctor tells my mamma, that if I fret and | 
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to be ſeen theſe fix weeks. But, dear Mr. Rm- 
bler, how can I help it? At this very time Meliſſa 
is dancing with the prettieſt gentleman ;—ſhe will 
breakfaſt with him to-morrow, and then run to 
two auctions, and hear compliments, and have pre- | 
ſents ; then ſhe will be dreft and viſit, and get a ticket 
to the play; then go to cards and win, and come 
home with two flambeaus before her chair. Dear 
Mr. Rambler, who can bear it? 5 
Muy aunt has juſt brought me a bundle of your 
papers for my amuſement. She fays, you are a 
hiloſopher, and will teach me to moderate my {| 
deſires, and look upon the world with indifference. 
But, dear fir, I do not wiſh, nor intend to mo- 
derate my deſires, nor can I think it proper to | 
look upon the world with indifference, till the |; 
world looks with indifference on me. I have |. 
deen forced, however, to fit this moning a whole | 
V — 3 
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quarter of an hour with your paper before my face; 


but juſt as my aunt came in, Phyllida had brought 
me a letter from Mr. Trip, which I put within the 
leaves, and read about abſence and nconſoleableneſs, 
and ardaur, and irreſiſtible paſſion, and eternal con- 
fancy, while my aunt imagined that I was puzzling 
myſelf with your philoſophy, and often cried out, 


when ſhe ſaw me look contuſed, „If there is any 


« word that you do not underitand, child, I will 
« explain it. 5 55 
Dear ſoul! how old people that think them- 
ſelves wiſe may be impoſed upon! But it is fit 
| that they ſhould take their turn, for I am ſure, 
while they can keep poor girls cloſe in the nurſery, 
they tyrannize over us in a very ſhameful man- 
ner, and till our imaginations with tales of terror, 


only to make us live in _ ſubjection, and 


fancy that we can never be ſafe but by their pro- 
tection. „% 


I have a mamma and two aunts, who have all 
been formerly celebrated for wit and beauty, and 
re ſtill generally admired by thoſe that value 
' themſelves upon their underſtanding, and love to 
talk of yice and virtue, nature and ſimplicity, and 
beauty and propricty ; but if there was not ſome 


hope of meeting me, ſcarcely a creature would 


come near them that wears a faſhionable coat. 
Theſe ladies, Mr. Rambler, have had me under 
their government fifteen years and a half, and have 
| all that time been endeavouring to deceive me by 
| fuch repreſentations of life as I now find not to be 
| true; but I know not whether I ought to impute 
| them to ignorance or malice, as it is poſſible the 
world may be much changed ſince they mingled in 


general converſation. 


| Bring 
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Being deſirous that I ſhould love books, they 
told me that nothing but knowledge could make 
me an agreeable companion to men of ſenſe, or 
qualify me to diſtinguith the ſuperticial glitter of 
vanity from the folid merit of underitanding ; 
and that a habit of reading would enable me to 
fill up the vacuities of lite without the help of 
filly or dangerous amuſements, and preſerve me 
from the ſnares of idleneſs and the inroads of temp- 
tation. 5 „ 
But their principal intention was to make me 
afraid of men; in which they ſucceeded ſo well for 
a time, that I durſt not look in their faces, or be 
left alone with them in a parlour; for they made 
me fancy, that no man ever ſpoke but to deceive, 
or looked but to allure; that the girl who ſuffer- 
ed him that had once ſqueezed her hand, to a 


proach her a ſecond time, was on the brink of | 


ruin; and that ſhe who anſwered a billet, without 
conſulting her relations, gave love ſuch power over 
her, that the would certainly become either poor or 
infamous... N | F 
From the time that my leading-ſtrings were 
taken off, I ſcarce heard any mention of my 
beauty but from the milliner, the mantua-maker, 
and my own maid; for my mamma never faid 
more, when ſhe heard me commended, but the 
„ girl is very well,” and then endeavoured to di- 
vert my attention by ſome enquiry after my needle 
or my book. 3; 
It is now three months ſince I have been ſuf- - 
fered to pay and receive viſits, to dance at publick 


aſſemblies, to have a place kept for me in the | 


boxes, and to play at lady Racket's rout ; and you 
may eaſily imagine what I think of thoſe who 
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have ſo long cheated me wich falſe expectations, 
diſturbed me with fictitious terrors, and concealed 
from me all that I have found to make the happi - 
neſs of woman. 
am fo far from perceiving the uſefulneſs or ne- 

ceſſity of books, that if I had not dropped all pre- 
tenſions to learning, I ſhould have lott Mr. "Trip, 
whom I once frighted into another box, by retail- 
ing ſome of Dryden's remarks upon a tragedy ; for 
Mr. Trip declares, that he hates nothing like hard 
words, and I am ſure there 1s not a better partner 
to be found; his very walk is a dance. I have talked 
once or twice among ladies about principles and 
ideas, but they put their fans before their faces, 
and told me I was too wiſe for them, who for their 
part never pretend to read any thing but the 
play-bill, and then atked me the price of my beſt 
head. „ 5 
Thoſe vacancies of time which are to be filled 
up with books, I have never yet obtained; for, con- 

fider, Mr. Rarabler, 1 go to bed late, and therefore 
cannot riſe early; as ſoon as I am up, I dreſs for 
the gardens; then walk in the park ; then always 
go to ſome ſale or ſhow, or entertainment at the 
little theatre ; then mult be dreiled tor dinner; 
then muit pay my vilits 3 then walk in the par; 
then hurry to the play; and from thence to the 
card-table. This is the general courſe of the day, 
when there happens nothing extraordinary; but 
ſometimes I ramble into the country, and come back 

again to a bal; ſometimes I am engaged for a 
whole day and part of the night. If, at any time, 
| can gain an hou: by not being at home, I have ſo 
many things to do, lo many orders to give to the 
milliner, ſo many alterations to make in my clothes, 


ſo 
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ſo manv viſitants names to read over, ſo many invi- 
tations to accept or refuſe, ſo many cards to write, 
and ſo many faſhions to conſider, that I am loſt in 

confulion, torced at laſt to let in company or ſtep 
into my chair, and leave halt my affairs to the di- 
rection of my maid. 

This is the round of my day; and when ſhall J 
either ſtop my courſe, or ſo change it as to want a 
book? I ſuppoſe it cannot be imagined, that any 
of theſe diverſions will foon be at an end. There 
will always be gardens, and a park, and auctions, 
and ſhows, and playhoules, and cards; viſits will 
always be paid, and clothes always be worn; and 
how can I have time unemployed upon my hands? 
But I am moſt ata loſs to gueſs tor what purpoſe 
they related ſuch tragick ſtories of the cruelty, per- 
fidy, and artifices of men, who, if they ever were 


ſo malicious and deſtructive, have certainly now re- 


formed their manners. I hate not, ſince po en- 
trance into the world, found one whe does not 


feſs himſelf devoted to my feivice, and ready to live : 


or die, as | ſhail command him. I key are fo far 
from intending to kurt me, that their only contention 
is, who ſhall de allowed moſt cloſc y to attend; and 


molt frequently to treat me; when diffcrent places of 


entertainment, or fc hemes of pleaſure are mentioned, 


I can ſee theeye ſparkle and the cheeks glow of him 
_ whole propoſals obtain my approbation : he then 
leads me off in triumph, adores my conde ſcenſion, 


and congratulates himſelf that he has lived to the 
hour of felicity. Are theſe, Mr. Rambler, crea- 
tures to be feared ? Is it likely that any injury will 


be done me by thoſe who can enjoy lite — while ö 


: 1 tavour them with my preſence ?. 


As little reaſon can I yet find to ſuſpect them 4 | 


fſtrat agems and fraud. When ! Play at cards, they 
| | | never 
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never take advantage of my miſtakes, nor exact 
from me a rigorous obſervation of the game. Even 
Mr. Shuffle, a grave genticman, who has daughters 
older than myſelf, plays with me fo negligently, that 
Jam ſometimes inclined to believe he loles his 
money by delign, and yet he is ſo fond of play, that 
be ſays, he will one day take me to his houle in the 
country, that we may try by ourlelves who can 
conquer. I have not yet promiſed him; but when 
the town grows a little empty, I thalil think upon it, 
for I want ſome trinkets, like Letitia's, to my watch. 
I do not doubt my luck, but mult Hudy ſome means 
of amuſing my relations. 
For all theſe diſtinctions I find myſelf indebted to 
that beauty which I was never ſuffered to hear praiſed, 
and of which, therefore, I did not before know 
| the full value. The conuccalinent was certainly an 


| intentional fraud, for my aunts have eyes like other 


people, and I am every day told, that nothing but 
blindneſs can eſcape the influence of my charms. 
Their whole account of that world which they pre- 
tend to know fo well, has been only.one fiction 
entangled with another; and though the modes of 
life oblige me to continue lome appearances of re- 
ſpect, I cannot think that they, who have been ſo 
clearly detected in ignorance or impoſture, have any 
right to the eiteem, yerneration, or obedience of, 


'S1R, Yours, 


BELLARIA. 


1 2 
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Vain the nobleſt birth would prove, | 
Nor worth nor wit avail in love; 
Tis gold alone ſucceeds—by gold 
The venal ſex is bought and ſold. 
Accurs'd be he who br of yore 
Diſcover'd the pernicious ore 
This ſets a brother's heart on fire, 
And arms the ſon againſt the ſire; | 
And what, alas ! is worſe than all, TN IJ 
To this the lover owes his fall. FP. Lewis. 


Tuo the RAMBLER. 
AM the ſon of a gentleman, whoſe anceſtors, 


for many ages, held the firſt rank in the county; | 


till at laſt one of them, too deſirous of popularity, 
ſet his houſe open, kept a table covered with conti- 
nual profuſion, and diſtributed his beef and ale to 


ſuch as choſe rather to live upon the folly of others | 


than their own labour, with ſuch thoughtleſs libera- 


lity, that he left a third part of his eſtate mortgaged. | | 
His ſucceſſor, a man of ſpirit, ſcorned to impair | 
his dignity by parſimonious retrenchments, or to | 


admit, by a ſale of his lands, any participation 2 1 
3 „„ 
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the rights of his manor ; he therefore made another 
mortgage to pay the intereſt of the former, and 

leaſed himſelf with the reflection, that his ſon 
would have the hereditary eſtate without the diminu- 
tion of an acre. 

Nearly reſembling this was the practice of my 
wiſe progenitors for many ages. Every man boaſted 
the antiquity of his family, reſolved to ſupport the 
dignity of his birth, and lived in ſplendour and plenty 
at the expence of his heir, who, ſometimes by a 
wealthy marriage, and ſometimes by lucky legacies, 
diſcharged part of the incumbrances, and thought 
himſelf entitled to contract new debts, and to leave 
do his children the ſame inheritance of embarraſſ- 


2 ment and diſtreſs. 


| Thus the eſtate perpetually decayed ; the woods 


| were felled by one, the park - ploughed by another, 
tte fiſhery let to farmers by a third; at laſt the old 
| hall was pulled down to ſpare the colt of reparation, 


and part of the materials fold to build a ſmall houſe 


| with the reſt. We were now openly degraded from 


our original rank, and my father's brother was al- 
lowed with leſs reluCtance to ſerve an apprentice- 


: ſhip, though we never reconciled ourſelves heartily 


to the found of haberdaſher, but always talked of 
warehouſes and a merchant, and when the wind 
happened to blow loud, affected to pity the hazards 


of commerce, and to ſympathize with the ſolicitude 
| of my poor uncle, who had the true retailer's terror 


of adventure, and never expoſed himſelf or his pro- 


| 1 perty to any wider water than the 'T hames. 


In time, however, by continual profit and ſmall 


enxpences, he grew rich, and began to turn his 
| thoughts towards rank. He hung the arms of the 


Emily over his parlour-chimney; pointed at a 
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chariot decorated only with a cypher ; became of 
opinion that money could not make a gentleman ; 
reſented the petulance of upſtarts; told ſtories of 
alderman Puft's grandfather the porter; wondered 
that there was no better method tor regulating pre- 
cedence ; withed tor fome dreſs peculiar to men of 
faſhion 3; and when his ſervant preſented a letter, 
always enquired whether it came from his brother 
the eſquire. 
My father was careful to fend him game by every 
carrier, which, though the conveyance often colt 
more than the value, was well received, becauſe it 
gave him an opportunity of calling his friends to- 
gether, deſcribing the beauty of his brother's ſeat, 
and lamenting his cwn tolly, whom no remonſtrances 
could withhuld from polluting his fingers with a 
ſhop-hoo.:. 7 Es i 
he lite preſents which we ſent were always 
re tnecd with great munificence. He was deſirous 
oi being the ſecond founder of his family, and could 
not bear that we ſhould be any longer outſhone by 


thoſe whom we conlidered as climbers upon our | 


ruins, and uſurpers of our fortune. He furniſhed 
our houte with all the elegance of fathionable ex- 
pence, and was careful to conceal his bounties, leit 
the poverty of his family ihould be ſuſpected. = 
At length it happened that, by milconduct like 
our own, a large citate, which had been purchaſed. 


from us, was ayain expoled to the beit bidder. My 


uncle, delighted wich an opportunity of reinſtating 

the family in their poſſeſſions, came down with trea- 

ſures ſcarcely i be imagined in a place where com- 

merce has not made large ſums familiar, and at 

once drove all the competitors away, expeditcd the 

_ writings, and took pollcitiion. He now 3 
„„ 5 | Winte 


Ne 192. THE RAMBLER. I75 
himſelf as ſuperior to trade, diſpoſed of his ſtock, 
and as foon as he had fettled his economy, began 
to thew his rural ſovereignty, by breaking the 
inches of his tenants in hunting, and ſeizing the 
ns or nets of thoſe whoſe fortunes did not qualify 
them for ſportſmen, He foon afterwards ſolicited 
the office of ſheriff, from which all his neighbours 
were glad to be reprieved, but which he regarded 
as a reſumption of anceſtral claims, and a kind 
of reſtoration to blood after the attainder of a 
trade. | 
My uncle, whofe mind was f» filled with this 
change of his condition, that he found no want f 
domeitick entertainment, declared himſelf too old 
to marry, and reſolved to let the newly-purchaled 
eſtate fall into the regular channel of inheritance. 
I was therefore contidercd as heir apparent, and 
courted with officioutnetfs and caretics, by the gen- 
tlemen who had hitherto coldly allowed me that 
rank which they could not refuſe, depreficd me with | 
ſtudied neglect, and irritated me with — 
inſults. N 
I felt not much pleaſure from the civilities for 
which I knew myſelf indebted to my uncle's in- 
| duſtry, till by one of the invitations which every 
day now brought me, I was induced to ſpend a 
week with Lucius, whoſe daughter Flavilla I had 
often ſeen and adraired like others, without any 
thought of nearer approaches. The inequality 
which had hitherto kept me at a diſtance being 
now levelled, I was received with every evidence 
of reſpect; Lucius told me the fortune which he 
intended for his favourite dau: ;hter, many odd acci- 
, dents obliged us to be often together without com- 
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pany, and I ſoon began to find that they were 
ſpreading for me the nets of matrimony. | 
Flavilla was all ſoftneſs and complaiſance. I, 
who had been excluded by a narrow fortune from 
much acquaintance with the world, and never been 
honoured before with the notice of fo fine a lady, 
was eaſily enamoured. Lucius either perceived my 
paſſion, or Flavilla betrayed it; care was taken 
that our private meetings ſhould be leſs frequent, 
and my charmer confetled by her eyes how much 
pain ſhe fuffered from our reſtraint. I renewed 
my viſit upon every pretence, but was not allowed 
one interview without witneſs; at laſt I declared 
my patlion to Lucius, who received me as a lover 
worthy of his daughter, and told me that nothing 
was wanting to his conſent, but that my uncle 
ſhould ſettle his eſtate upon me. I objected the 
indecency of encroaching on his life, and the 
danger cf provoking him by ſuch an unſcaſonable 
demand. Lucius ſeemed not to think decency of 
much importance, but admitted the danger of diſ- 
_ pleaſing, and concluded that as he was now old and _ 
ſickly, we might, without any inconvenience, wait 
for his death. FFC 85 
With this reſolution I was better contented, as 
it procured me the company of Flavilla, in which 
the days paſſcd away amidit continual rapture ; | 
but in time I began to be aſhamed of fitting idle, 
in expectation of growing rich by the death of 
my benefactor, and propufed to Lucius many 
ſchemes of raiſing my own fortune by ſuch affiſt- 
ance as I knew my uncle willing to glue me. 
| Lucius, afraid left I thould change my attection in 
" ablence, diverted me from my defign by diffualives 
to which my paſſion eafily lifercd, At laſt my 
5 uncle 


** 
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uncle died, and conſidering himſelf as neglected by 
me, from the time that Flavilla took poſſeſſion of 
my heart, left his eſtate to my younger brother, 
who was always hovering about his bed, and relating 
ſtories of my pranks and extravagance, my con- 
tempt of the commercial dialeQ, and my impatience 
to be ſelling ſtock. | 
My condition was ſoon known, and I was no 
longer admitted by the father of Flavilla. I re- 
peated the proteſtations of regard, which had been 
formerly returned with ſo much ardour, in a letter 
which ſhe received privately, but returned by her 
father's footman. 8 has driven out my 
love, and I am content to have purchaſed, by the 
loſs of fortune, an eſcape from a harpy, who has 
joined the artifices of age to the allurements of 
youth. I am now going to purſue my former pro- 
jects with a legacy which my uncle bequeathed me, 
and if I ſucceed, ſhall expect to hear of the repent- 
_ ance of Flavilla. 5 . 


I am, 81 R, Yours, Ke. 
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Laudis amore tumes ? ſunt certa piacula que te | 
Ter pure lecto poterunt recreare libello. Ho. 


Or art thou vain? books yield a certain ſpell, 
To ſtop thy tumour; you ſhall ceaſe to ſwell 


When you have read them thrice, and A well, 
CREECH, 


HATEVER is univerſally deſired, will 

be ſought by induſtry and artihce, by merit 
and crimes, by means good and bad, rational and 
abſurd, according to the prevalence of virtue or 
vice, of wiſdom or folly. Some will always mif- 
take the degree of their own deſert, and ſome will 
deſire that others may miſtake it. The cunning 
will have recourſe to ſtratagem, and the powerful 
to violence, for the attainment of their wiſhes; 
fome will hoop to theft, and others venture upon 
plunder. 

Praiſe is fo pleaſing to the mind of man, that 
it is the original motive of almoſt all our actions. 
The defice- of comn: endation, as of every thing 
elſe, is varied indecd by innumerable differences 
of temper, capacity, and knowledge; fome have 
no higher with than tor the applanſe of a club; 
| ſome expect the acclamations of a county; and 
ſome have hoped to fill the mouths of all ages and 
nations with their names. Every man pants for 


the higheſt eminence within his view; none, how- _ 


ever mean, ever ſinks below the hope of being dil- 
tinguiſhed by his fellow-beings, and very ſew have, 
by magnanimity or piety, been ſo raiſed above 
it, as to act wholly without regard to cenſure or 
| opinion. 
To 
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To be praiſed, therefore, every man reſolves; 
but reſolutions will not execute themſelves. That 
which all think too parſimoniouſly diſtributed to 
their own claims, they will not gratuitoully ſquan- 
der upon others, and ſome expedient muſt be tried, 
by which praiſe may be gained before it can be 
enjoyed. | 

Among the innumerable bidders for praiſe, ſome 
are willing to purchaſe at the higheſt rate, and off. r 
eaſe and health, fortune and 3 Yet even of theſe 
only a ſmall part have gained what they ſo earneſtly 
_ defired ; the ſtudent waſtes away in meditation, 

and the ſoldier periſhes on the ramparts ; but unlets 
| ſome accidental advantage co-operates with merit, 
neither perſeverance nor adventure attract attention, 
and learning and bravery fink into the g grave, with- 


out honour or remembrance. 


But ambition and vanity generally expect to be 
ratified on ealier terms. It has been long obſerv- 
ed, that what is procured by ſkill or labour to the 
firſt poſſeſſor, may be afterwards transferred for 
money ; and that the man of wealth may partake 
all the acquiſitions of courage without hazard, and 
all the products of induſtry without fatigue. It 
was eaſily diſcovered, that riches would obtain 
praiſe among other conveniencies, and that he 
whole pride was unluckily affociated with lazineſs, 
ignorance, or Cowardice, needed only to pay the 
hire of a panegyrilt, and he might be regaled with 
periodical eulogies; might determine, at leiſure, | 
what virtue or ſcience he would be pleaſed to appro- 
priate, and be lulled in the evening with foothing 
ſcrenades, or waked in the —— by ſprightly 


- ey: „ 
1 6 The 
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The happineſs which mortals receive from the 
celebration of beneficence which never relieved, 
eloquence which never perſuaded, or clegance which 
never plcaſed, ought not to be envied or diſturbed, 
when they are known honeitly to pay for their en- 
tertainment. But there are unmerciful exactors of 
adulation, who withhold the wages of venality ; 
| retain their encomiaſt from year to year by general 
E and ambiguous blandiſhments; and when 

e has run through the whole compaſs of flattery, 
diſmiſs him with contempt, becauſe his vein of fic- 
tion is exhauſted. „ 

A continual feaſt of commendation is only to be 
obtained by merit or by wealth; many are therefore 
obliged to content themſelves with ſingle morſels, 
and recompenſe the infrequency of their enjoyment 
by exceſs and riot, whenever fortune fets the ban- 
quet before them. Hunger is never delicate; they 
who are ſeldom gorged to the full with praiſe, may 
be ſafely fed wiih groſs compliments; for the appe- 
tite muſt be ſatisfied before it is diſguſted, _ 1 8 
It is eaſy to find the moment at which vanity is 
eager for ſuſtenance, and all that impudence or 


ſervility can offer will be well received. When any | 


one complains of the want of what he is known to 
poſſeſs in an uncommon degree, he certainly waits 
with impatience to be contradicted. When the 
trader pretends anxicty about the payment of his 
bills, or the beauty remarks how frightfully ſhe 
looks, then is the lucky moment to talk of riches 
or of charms, of the death of lovers, or the honour 
c 85 . 
Others there are yet more open and artleſs, 
who, inſtead of ſuborning a flatterer, are content 
NE Cl ol . on om mot fi " os 
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to ſupply his place, and, as ſome animals impreg- 
nate themſelves, ſwell with the praiſcs which the 
hear from their own tongues. MRefte is dicitur 
laudare ſeſe, cui nemo alius contigit laudator. © Tt 
« js right, ſays Eraſmus, “ that he, whom no one 
« elſe will commend, ſhould beſtow commendations 
„ on himſelf.” Of all the fons of vanity, theſe 
are ſurcly the happieſt and greateſt; for, what is 
atneſs or happineſs but independence on external 
influences, exemption from hope or fear, and the 
power of ſupplying every want from the common 
ſtores of nature, which can neither be exhauſted nor 
ohibited ? Such is the wiſe man of the ſtoicks; 
Fach is the divinity of the epicureans ; and ſuch is 
the flatterer of himſelf. 2 other enjoyment 
malice may deſtroy; every other panegyrick envy. 
may withhold ; but no human power can deprive the 
| boaſter of his own encomiums. Infamy may hiſs, 
or contempt may growl ; the hirelings of the great 
may follow fortune, and the votaries of truth ma 
attend on virtue; but his pleaſures ſtill remain the 
fame; he can always liſten with rapture to himſelf, 
and leaves thoſe who dare not repole upon their own 
| atteſtation, to be elated or depreſſed by chance, and 
toil on in the hopeleſs taſk of fixing caprice and 
Ie” I mn " p 5 
This art of happineſs has been long practiſed 
by periodical writers, with little apparent viola- 
tion of decency. When we think our excellen- 
cies overlooked by the world, or deſire to recal 
the attention of the publick to ſome particular 
performance, we {fit down with great compoſure 
and write a letter to ourſelves. Lhe corretpond- 
ent, whoſe character we aſſume, always addreſſes 
us with the deference due to a ſuperior intelligence ; 
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ropoſes his doubts with a proper ſenſe of his own 
inability ; offers an objection with trembling difh- 
dence; and at laſt has no other pretenſions to our 
notice than his profundity of reſpect, and ſincerity 


of admiration, his ſubmiſſion to our dictates, and 


zeal for our ſucceſs. To ſuch a reader it is im- 
poſſible to refuſe regard, nor can it eaſily be ima- 
gined with how much alacrity we ſnatch up the pen 
which indignation or deſpair had condemned to in- 
activity, when we find ſuch candour and judgment 
yet remaining in the world. „ 

A letter of this kind I had lately the honour of 
peruſing, in which, though ſome of the periods 


were negligently cloſed, and fome exprefhons of 


familiarity were uſed, which I thought might teach 
others to addreſs me with too little reverence, I 


was ſo much delighted with the pallages in which 


mention was made of univerſal learning 
unbounded genius. foul of Homer, Pythagoras, 
and Plato — folidity of thought accuracy of 


diſtinction — clegance of combination —vigour 
of fancy ſtrength of reaſon and regularity 


of compoſition that I had once determined to 


lay it before the publick. Three times I ſent it to 


the printer, and three times I fetched it back. My 


modeſty was on the point of yielding, when refle&- 


ing hat I was about to walte panegyricks on my- 


ſelf, which might be more profitably reſerved for my 
pairon, I locked it up for a better hour, in compli- 
ance with the farmer's principle, who never eats at 


home what he can carry to the market. 


| 
| 
| 


—_ — ——— 
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Nu uz. 194. SATURDAY, Jan. 25, 1752. 


Si damnoſa ſenem juvat alea, ludit et heres 
Bullatus, parvoque eadem quatit arma fritillo. Juv: 


If gaming does an aged fire entice, 
Then my young maſter ſwiftly learns the vice, 
And ſhakes in hanging ſleeves me little box and dice. 


J: D&YDuN, jun. 


To the RAMBLER. 
'S1TR; To 


HAT vanity which keeps every man im- 

portant in his own eyes, 1inclines me to be- 
lieve that neither you nor your readers have yet 
forgotten the name of Eumathes, who ſent you a 
few months ago an account of his arrival at Lon-. 


don with a young nobleman his pupil. I thall 
therefore continue my narrative without preface or | 


recapitulation. 

My pupil, in a very ſhort time, by his mother's 
countenance and direction, accompliſhed himſelf 
with all thoſe qualifications which conltitute pue— 


rile politeneſs. He became in a few days a perfect 


maſter of his hat, which with a careleſs nicety he 
could put off or on, without any necd to adjuit it 


by a ſecond motion. This was not attained but 
by frequent conſultations with his dancing-malter, 
and conitznt practice before the glafs, for he had 


ſome ruitick habits to overcome ; but, what will 
not time and induſtry perform? A fortnight more 


furniſhed him with all the airs and forms of fa- 


miliar and reſpectful ſalutation, from the clap on 


* thoulder to the Humble bow; he practiſes the 


ſtare . 


- 
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ſtare of ſtrangeneſs, and the ſmile of condeſcenſion, 
the ſolemnity of promiſe, and the graciouſneſs of 
encouragement, as if he had been nurſed at a levee; 
and pronounces, with no leſs propriety than his fa- 
ther, the monoſyllables of coldneſs, and ſonorous 
periods of reſpectful profeſſion. _ 

He immediately loſt ihe reſerve and timidity 
which ſolitude and ſtudy are apt to impreſs upon the 
moſt courtly genius; was able to enter a crowded. 
room with airy civility; to meet the glances of a 
hundred eyes without perturbation ; and addreſs 
thoſe whom he never ſaw before with eaſe and con- 
fidence. In lefs than a month his mother declared 
her ſatisfaction at his pre ficiency by a triumphant 
obſervation, that ſhe believed nothing would make 
him bluſh. CC 8 

The filence with which I was contented to hear 
my pupil's praiſes, gave the lady reaſon to ſuſpect 
me not much delighted with his acquiſitions ; but 
ſhe attributed my diſcontent to the diminution of. 
my influence, and my fears of loſing the patronage. 
of the family; and though ſhe thinks favourably. 
of my learning and morals, ſhe conſiders me 
as wholly unacquai ted with the cuſtoms of the 
polite part of mankind ; and therefore not qualified: 
to form the manners of a young nobleman, or 
communicate the knowledge of the world. This 
knowledge ſhe compriſes in the rules of viſiting,. 
the hiſtory of the preſent hour, an early intelligence 
of the change of faſhions, an extenſive acquaint- 

ance with the names and faces of perſons of rank, 
and a frequent appearance in places of reſort. 


„ my pupil purſues with great applica- : © 


tion. He is twice a day in the Mall, where he 
e e D ſtudlies 


Ne 194. THE RAMBLER. 185 


ſtudies the dreſs of every man ſplendid enough to 
attract his notice, and never comes home with- 


out ſome obſervation upon fleeves, button- holes, 


and embroidery. At his return from the theatre, 
he can give an account of the gallantries, glances, 
whiſpers, ſmiles, ſighs, flirts, and bluſhes of every 


box, ſo much to his mother's ſatisfaction, that when 


I attempted to reſume my character, by enquiring 
his opinion of the ſentiments and diction of the tra- 
gedy, ſhe at once repreſſed my criticiſm, by telling 
me, that ſhe hoped he did not go ta loſe his time in at- 
tending to the creatures on the ſtage. 3 
But his acuteneſs was molt eminently ſigna- 
lized at the maſquerade, where he diſcovered his 
acquaintance through their diſguiſes, with ſuch 
wonderful facility, as has afforded the family an 
inexhauſtible topick of converſation. Every new 
viſitor 1s informed how one was detected by his gait, 
and another by the ſwing of his arms, a third by 
the toſs of his head, and another by his favourite 
| phraſe ; nor can you doubt but theſe perform- 
ances receive their juſt applauſe, and a genius thus 
haſtening to maturity is promoted by every art of 
cultivation. 3 „ ä 
Such have been his endeavours, and ſuch his 
aſſiſtances, that every trace of literature was ſoon 
obliterated. He has changed his language with 
his dreſs, and inſtead of endeavouring at purity 
or propriety, has no other care than to catch the 
' reigning phraſe and current exclamation, till by 
copying whatever 1s peculiar in the talk of all 
| thoſe whoſe birth or fortune entitle them to imi- 
tation, he has collected every faſhionable barba- 
riſm of the preſent winter, and ſpeaks a dialet 
oo 2” M | 6 8 
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not to be underſtood among thoſe who form their 
ſtyle by poring upon authors. 
To this cop:oufneſs of ideas and felicity of 
language, he bas joined fuch eagerneſs to lead 
the converſation, that he is celebrated among the 
ladies as the prettieſt gentleman that the age 
can boaſt of, except that ſome who love to talk 
themfelves think him too forward, and others la- 
ment that, with ſo much wit and knowledge, he is 
not taller. 
His mother liſtens to ks ü with her 
eyes ſparkling and her heart beating, and can 
ſcarcely contain, in the moſt numerous aſſemblics, 
the expectations which ſhe has formed for his 
future eminence. Women, by whatever fate, 
always judge abſurdly of the intellects of boys. 
The vivacity and confidence which attracts female 
admiration, are ſeldom produced in the early part 


of life, but by ignorance at lraſt, if not by ſtu- 


pidity; for they proceed not from confidence of 


right, but fearleſſneſs of wrong. Whoever has a | 
clear apprehenſion, muſt have quick ſenſibility, and 


where he has no ſufficient reaſon to truſt his own. 
judgment, will proceed with doubt and caution, 
becauſe he perpetually dreads the diſgrace of error. 

'The pain of miſcarriage 1s naturally proportionate 
to the deſire of excellence; and, therefore, till men 
re hardened by long familiarity with reproach, or 


have attained, by frequent {truggles, the art of ſup- 


reſſing their emotions, diffidence is found the in- 


ſeparable atlociate of underſtanding. 


But ſo little dittruit has my pupil of TAY own 5 


abilitics, that he has for ſome time profeſſed him- 


elf a wits and tortures his imagination on all 
„ „„ occaſions 5 
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occaſions for burleſque ard jocularity. How he 


ſupports a character which, perhaps, no man 
ever ailumed without repentance, may he eaſily 
conjectured. Wit, you know, 1s the unexpected 
copittation” of 1Hoas, the diſcovery of ſome occult 
rela ion between images in appearance remote from 
each other; an effuton of wit, therefore, preſup- 
poſes an accumulation of knowledge; a memory 
ſtored with notions, which the imagination may 
cull out to compoſe new aſſemblages. Whatever 
may be the native vigour of the mind, the can never 
form any combinations from few ideas, as many 
changes can never be rung upon a few bells. Ac- 
cident may indeed Ck this produce a lucky pa- 
rallel or a ſtrik ing contrait ; but theſe gifts of chance 


are not frequent, and he that ! nas nothing of his 


own, and yet condemns himſelf to needleſs ex- 
pences, mult live upon loans or theft. 


The indulgence which his youth has hitherto 


obtained, and the reſpect which his rank ſ-cures, 
have hitherto ſupplied tie want of intelleual qua- 
lifications; and he imagines that all admire who 


applaud, and that all _ laugh are pleaſed. He 


therefore returns every day to the charge with in- 


creale of courage, though not of u ength, and 


practiſes all the tricks, by which wit 1s counter- 
feited. He lays trains for a quibble z he contrives 


_ blunders for his footman ; he adapts od ſtories to 
preſent characters; he miſtakes the queition, that 


he may return a "Chand anſwer; he anticipates the 
argument, that he may plauſibly object ; when he 


has nothing to reply, he repcats the laſt words of 


his antagonilt, then ſays, © your humble * 
and concludes with a Jaugh of triumph. 
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Theſe miſtakes I have honeſtly attempted to cor. 
rect ; but, what can be expectcd from reaſon, un- 
ſupported by faſhion, ſplendour, or authority ? He 


bears me, indeed, or appears to hear me, but is 
| ſoon reſcued from the lecture by more plealing avo- 


cations; and ſhows, diverſions, and carelles, drive 


my precepts from his remembrance. _ 


He at laſt imagines himſelf qualified to enter the 
world, and has met with adventures in his firſt ſally, 
which I ſhall, by your paper, communicate to the 


publick. _ - 
I am, &c. 
| EUMATHES, 


/ Nous. 195. Tuxspav, Jan. 28, 1752. 


— Neſcit equo rudis 
Heærere ingenuus puer, 
Venarique timet; ludere doctior 
Sen Graco jubeas trocho, | | 3 
Seu malis vetita legibus aled. | | Hen. 


Nor knows our youth, of nobleſt race, 
To mount the manag'd ſteed, or urge the chace; 
More ſkill'd in the mean arts of vice, 
The whirling troque, or law-forbidden dice. 


To the RA MBLE R. 


ÄPEbö %% ly 
T AVO URS of every kind are doubled when 
1 they are ſpeedily conferred. This is particu- 
larly true of the gratification of curioſity: he that 
long delays a ſtory, and ſuffers his auditor to tor- 
ment hinfelf with cxpeRation, will ſeldom be able 
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to recompenſe the uneaſineſs, or equal the hope 


which he ſuffers to be raiſed. 

For this reaſon, I have already ſent you the con- 
tinuation of my pupil's hiſtory, which, though it 
contains no events very uncommon, may be of uſe 
to young men who are in too much haſte to truſt 
their own prudence, and quit the wing of protection 
before they are able to ſhift for themſelves. 

When he firſt ſettled in London, he was ſo much 


bewildered in the enormous extent of the town, ſo 
confounded by inceſſant noiſe, and crowds, and 


hurry, and fo terrified by rural narratives of the 
arts of ſharpers, the rudeneſs of the populace, 
malignity of porters, and treachery of coachmen, 
that he was afraid to go beyond the door without 


an attendant, and imagined his life in danger if he 


was obliged to paſs the ſtreets at night in any vehicle 
but his mother's chair. 5 


He was therefore contented, for a time, that I 
ſhould accompany him in all his excurſions. But 
| his fear abated as he grew more familiar with its 


objects; and the contempt to which his ruſticity 


_ expoſed him from ſuch of his companions as had 
_ accidentally known the town longer, obliged him to 


diſſemble his remaining terrors. 


His deſire of liberty made him now willing to 


ſpare me the trouble of obſerving his motions ; but 


knowing how much his 1gnorance expoſed him to 


miſchief, I thought it cruel to abandon him to the 
fortune of the town. We went together every day 
to a coffee-houſe, where he met wits, heirs, and 


fops, airy, ignorant, and thouglitleſs as himſelf, 


with whom he had become acquainted at card- 


tables, and whom he conſidercd as the only beings 
to be envicd or admired. What were their topicks | 


= of | 
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of converſation I could never diſcover ; for ſo much 
was their vivacity deprefied by my intrufive ſe— 
riouſneſs that they ſeldom proceeded beyond the 
exchange of nods and fhrugs, an arch grin, Or a 
broken hint, except when they could retire, while 
J was looking on the papers, to a corner of 
the room, where they ſeemed to diſburden their 
imaginations, and commonly vented the ſuper- 
fluity of their ſprightlineſs in a peal of laughter. 
When they had tittered themſelves into negligence, 
I could ſometimes overhear a few ſyllables, ſuch 
as, ſolemn raſcal; academical airs ;— ſmoke 
the tutor; company for gentlemen [and other 
broken phraſes, by which I did not ſuffer my quiet 
to be diſturbed, for they never proceeded to avowed 
indignities, but contented themſelves to murmur in 
ſecret, and, whenever I turned my eye upon them, 
Mera , - 4 
He was, however, deſirous of withdrawing from 
the ſubjection which he could not venture to break, 
and made a ſecret appointment to aſſiſt his compa- 
nions in the perſccution of a play. His footman 
- privately procured him a catcal, on which he prac- 
tiſed in a back-garret for two hours in the after- 
noon. At the proper time a chair was called; he 
retended an engagement at lady Fluttcr's, and 
haſtened to the place where his critical aſlociates 
had aſſembled. They hurried away to the theatre, 
full of malignity and denunciations againſt a man 
whoſe name they had never heard, and a perform- 
ance which they could not underſtand ; for they 
were reſolved to judge for themſelves, and would 
not ſuffer the town to be impoſed upon by ſcrib- 
| blers. In the pit, they exerted themſelves with _ 
great ſpirit and vivacity ; called out for the tunes of 
FWW | obſcene 
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obſcene ſongs, talked loudly at intervals of Shake- 
ſpeare and Johuſon, played on their catcals a thort 
pre:ude of terror, clamoured vehemently for the 
prologue, and clapped with great dexterity at the 
firit entrance of the players. 
Two ſcencs they heard without attempting in- 
terruption ; but being no longer able to reitrain 
their impatience, they then began to exert them- 
ſelves in groans and hiſſes, and plied their catcals 
with inceſſant diligence ; ſo that they were ſoon con- 
ſidered by the audience as diſturbers of the houſe, 
and ſome who fat ncar them, either provoked at 
the obſtruction of their entertainment, or deſirous 
to preſerve the author from the mortification of ſee- 
ing his hopes deltroyed by children, ſnatched away 
their inſtruments of criticiſin, and by the ſeaſonable 
vibration of a ſtick, ſubdued them initantaneoully to 
decency and ſilence. „ 5 5 
100 exhilarate themſclves after this vexatious 
defeat, they polted to a tavern, where they reco- 
vered their alacrity, and after two hours of obſtre- 
perous jollity, burſt out big with enterpriſe, and 
anting for ſome occaſions to {ignalize their proweſs. 
hey proceeded vigorouſly through two ſtreets, 
and with very little oppoſition difperfed a rabble of 
drunkards leſs daring than themſelves, then rolled 
two watchmen in the kennel, and broke the win- 
dows of a tavern in which the fugitives took ſhel- 
ter. At laſt it was determined to march up to a2 
row of chairs, and demolith them for ſtanding on 
the pavement ; the chairmen formed a line of bat- 
dle, and blows were exchanged for a time with 
equal courage on both ſides. At laſt the alfailants 


| were overpowered, and the chairmen, when they 


knew their captives, brought them home by force. | 
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The young gentleman, next morning, hung his 
head, and was ſo much aſhamed of his outrages 
and defeat, that perhaps he might have been check. 
ed in his firſt follies, had not his mother, partly in 
pity of his dejection, and partly in approbation of 
his ſpirit, relieved him from his perplexity by pay- 


ing the damages privately, and diſcouraging all 


animadverſion and reproof. 

This indulgence could not wholly preſerve him 
from the remembrance of his diſgrace, nor at once 
reſtore his confidence and elation. He was for three 


days ſilent, modeſt, and compliant, and thought 


himſelf neither too wiſe for inſtruction, nor too 
manly for reſtraint. But his levity overcame this 
ſalutary forrow ; he began to talk with his former 


raptures of maſquerades, taverns, and frolicks ; 


bluſtered when his wig was not combed with exact- 
neſs, and threatened deſtruction to a tailor who had 
miſtaken his directions about the pocket. 
TI knew that he was now rifing again above 
control, and that this inflation of ſpirits would 


burſt out into ſome miſchievous abſurdity. I there- 


fore watched him with great attention; but one 
evening, having attended his mother at a viſit, he 
keen. himſelf, unſuſpected, while the com- 


pany was engaged at cards. His vivacity and of- 
ficiouſneſs were ſoon miſſed, and his return impa- 
tiently expected; ſupper was delayed, and conver- _ 
fation ſuſpended ; every coach that rattled through _ 
the ſtreet was expected to bring him, and every | 
ſervant that entered the room was examined con- 
cerning his departure. At laſt the lady returned 
home, and was with great difficulty preſerved from 
fits by ſpirits and cordials. The family was diſ- 
| patched a thouſand ways without ſucceſs, * the : 
lu . 5 . 


4 
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houſe was filled with diſtraction, till, as we were 
deliberating what further meaſures to take, he re- 

turned from a petty gaming-table, with his coat 
| torn, and his head broken; without his ſword, 
ſnuff- box, ſleeve- buttons, and watch. N 

Of this loſs or robbery, he gave little account; 
but, inſtead of ſinking into his former ſhame, en- 
deavoured to ſupport himſelt by ſurlineſs and aſperity. 

« He was not the firſt that had played away a few 
« trifles, and of what uſe were birth and fortune if 
« they would not admit ſome ſallies and expences ?” 
His mamma was ſo much provoked by the coſt of 
this prank, that ſhe would neither palliate nor con- 
ceal it; and his father, after ſome threats of ruſtica- 
tion which his fondneſs would not ſuffer him to exe- 
cute, reduced the allowance of his pocket, that he 
might not be tempted by plenty to profuſion. This 
method would have ſucceeded in a place where there 
are no panders to folly and extravagance, but was 
now likely to have produced pernicious conſe- 


quences; for we have diſcovered a treaty with a 


broker, whoſe daughter he ſeems diſpoſed to marry, 
on condition that he ſhall be ſupplied with preſent 
money, for which he is to repay thrice the value 
at the death of his father. 5 
There was now no time to be loſt. A domeſticx 
_ conſultation was immediately held, and he was 
doomed to paſs two years in the country; but his 


mother, touched with his tears, declared, that ſhe 


thought him too much of a man to be any longer 
| confined to his book, and he therefore begins his 
| travels to-morrow under a French governor. _ 
„ you Iv;-: K 7 
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NuMB. 196. SATURDAY, Fb. I, 1752. 


Multa ferunt anni venzentes commoda ſecum 
HMuita recedentes adimunt. 


Ho xs, 


The bleſſings flowing in with life's full ride, 
| Down with our ebb of life decrealing glide, FRANC 1s, 


AXTER, in the narrative of his own life» 
has enumerated ſeveral opinions, which though 
be thought them evident and inconteſtible at his 
firſt entrance into the world, time and experience 
diſpoſed him to change. | 
Whoever reviews the ſtate of his own mind 
from the dawn of maniood to its decline, and 
conſiders what he purſued or dreaded, flighted or 
eſteemed at different periods of his age, will have 
no reaſon to imagine ſuch changes ol ſentiment 
peculiar to any ation or character. Every man, 
however careleſs and inattentive, kas conviction 
forced upon him: the leaurcs of time obtrude 
themſelves upon the moſt unwilling or diſſipated 
auditor ; and, by comparing our pat with our pre- 
ſent thoughts, we perceive that we have changed 
our minds, though perhaps we cannot difcover when 
the alteration happened, or by what caules it was 
Produced. h | | 
This revolution of fentiments avcalions a per- 
petual conteſt between the old and young. They 
who imagine themſelves entitled to vencration by 
the prerogative of longer life, are inclined to treat 
the notions of thoſe whoſe condutt they ſuperintend 
with ſuperciliouſnels and contempt, for want of 
conſidering that the future and the paſt have different 
appearances; that the diſproportion will always be 
| between erpect tion and enjoy ment, between 
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new poſſeſſion and faticty ; that the truth of many 
maxims of age, gives too little pleaſuro to be allow ed 
till it is felt; nd that the mileries of life would be 
increaled be yond all human power of endurance, "| 
we were to enter the world with the ſame opinions 
as we carry from it. 

We naturally indulge thoſe ideas that pleaſe us. 
Hope will prodominate in every mind, till it has 
been ſuppreſſled by frequent diſappointments. The 
youth has not yet diſcovered how many evils are 
continually hovering about us, and when he is ſet 
free from the thackles of diſcipline, looks abroad 
into the world with rapture ; he fees an elyſian re- 
gion open before him, fo variegated with beauty, 
and fo itaced with pleaſure, that his care is rather to 
accumulate good, than to thun evil; he ſtands diſ- 
tracted by different forms of d:light, and has no 
other doubt, than which path to follow of thoſe 

which all lead equally to the bowers of happineſs. * 
Hie who has ſcen only the ſupe fi ies of lite believes 
every thing to be what it appears, and rarely ſuſpects 

that external ſplendour conceals any latent ſorrow 
Or vexation. He never imagines that there may be 
greatne's without fal ety, aitluence without content, 
jollity without friendthip, and ſolitude without peace, 
He jancics himfelt permitted to cull the bleflings of 
every condition ty and to leave its inconveniences to 
the Idle and the ignorant. He is inclined to believe 
no man miſerable but by his own fault, and ſel- 
dom looks with much pity upon failings or miſcar— 
riages, becauſe he thinks them 0 e. 
or negligently incurred. 
- 0 25 impoſlible, withous pity and contempt, _ 
hear 4 youth of gcnerous ſentiments and warm 
imagination, Geclaring in the moment of opennels 
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and confidence his deſigns and expectations; be- 
cauſe long life is poſſible, he conſiders it as certain, 
and therefore promiſes himſelf all the changes of 
happineſs, and provides gratifications for eve 

delire. He is, for a time, to give himſelf wholly 
to frolick and diverſion, to range the world in 


ſearch of pleaſure, to delight every eye, to gain 


every heart, and to be celebrated equally for his 
pleaſing levities and ſolid attainments, his deep 
reflections and his ſparkling repartees. He then 
elevates his views to nobler enjoyments, and finds 
all the ſcattered excellencies of the female world 


united in a woman, who prefers his addreſſes to 


wealth and titles; he is afterwards to engage in 
| buſineſs, to diſſipate difficulty, and overpower 


_ oppoſition ; to climb by the mere force of merit | 


to fame and greatneſs; and reward all thoſe who 
countenanced his rife, or paid due regard to his 
early excellence. At laſt he will retire in peace and 
honour; contract his views to domeſtick plea- 
| ſures; form the manners of children like himſelf; 
obſerve how every year expands the beauty of his 


daughters, and how his ſons catch ardour from 
their father's hiſtory ; he will give laws to the | 


neighbourhood ; dictate axioms to poiterity ; and 
leave the world an example of wiſdom and of 

ith hopes like theſe, he fallies jocund into 
life; to little purpoſe is he told, that the condition 


of humanity admits no pure and unmingled hap- 
pineſs; that the exuberant gaiety of youth ends 


in poverty or diſeaſe ; that uncommon qualifica- 


tions and contrarieties of excellence, produce envy 


| equally with applauſe ; that whatever admiration | 


N. 196. b NMBLER. 197 


wife like the wives of others, wht ſome virtues 
and ſome M and be as often diſguſted by her 
Gaz as delighted by her elegance ; that if he ad- 
ventures into the circle of action, he muſt expect 
to encounter men as arttul, as daring, as reſo- 
lute as himſelf ; that of his children, ſome may be 
deformed, and "others vicious; forme may difgrace 
him by their follies, ſome offend him by their inſo- 
lence, and ſome exhauſt him by their profuſion. 


lle hears all this with obſtinate incredulity, and 


wonders by what malignity old age is influenced, 
that it cannot forbear to fill his ears with predictions 
of miſery. 

Among other pleaſing errors of young minds, is 


| the opinion of their own importance. He that has 


not yet remarked, how little attention his contem- 
poraries can ſpare from their own affairs, conceives 
all eyes turned upon himſelf, and imagines every one 
that approaches him to be an enemy or a follower, 


an admirer or a ſpy. He therefore conſiders his 


fame as involved in the event of every action. Many 


of the virtues and vices of youth proceed from this 
quick ſenſe of reputation. This it is that gives 


firmneſs and conſtancy, fidelity and diſintereſtedneſs, 


2 72 


and it is this that kindles reſentment for ſlight in- 


juries, and dictates all the principles of ſanguinary 
| honour. 


But as time brings him ad into the world, 


he ſoon diſcovers that he only thares fame or re- 


proach with innumerable partners; that he is left 
unmarked in the obſcurity of the crowd; and that 
what he does, whether good or bad, ſoon gives 
_ Way to new objects of regard. He then calily lets 
himſelf free from the anxieties of reputation, and 
conſiders praiſe or cenſure as a tranſient N 
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which, while he hears 1 it, is pafling away, without 
any laiting miſchief or advantage. | 
In youth it is common to meaſure right and 
wrong by the opinion of the world, and in age to 
act without any roealure b: 1 intereſt; and tO loſe 
thame without fubilinving virtue. 
Such is the condition a” life, that ſomething is 
always wanting to happineſs. In youth we have 
warm hopes, which are ſoon bla'fed by rathneſs 
and negligence, aud great duiigns winch are defcated 
by inexperience. In age, we have knowledge and 
prudence without ſpirit to exert, or motives to 
prompt them; we arr able to plan ſchemes, and re- 
gulate meaſures: brit have not time remaining to 
bring them to completion. 


Noms. 197. | Tonway, Feb. 4, 1752. 


Cajus valturis hoc erit cadaver ? | Ye MAR OP 


. to what vulture's ſhare this carcaſe falls? 
: | 5 'F, Lew. 


To the RAMBLER. T | 


able at leaſt for their number, to which your 
notice has never been formally extended, though 

_ equally intitled to regard with thoſe rriflers, who 
have hitherto ſupplicd you with topicks of amuſe- 

ment or inſtruction. I am, Mr. Rambler, a legacy- 
hunter; and as every man is willing to think "well | 

of the tribe in Which his name 1s reviltered, you | 

will forgive my vanity it I remind you that the: 
* however degr aden! by an ill com— 
pounded. 


8 1: 1 
bo: 1 BELONG to an order of making, conkder- = 


TIT TOS Og 
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pounded appellation in our barharons language, v. 
known, a8 Jam told, in ancient Rome, by the for 
norons titles of Captator and Huredipeta. 

My father was an attorney in the country, who 
marricd his maſter's danyhter | in hopes of a fortune 
which he did not obtain, hav! ing been, as he 
afterwaras diſcovered, choſen by her on nly becauſe 
he had no better als; and was afraid of ſervice. 
1 was the firit offspring ot a marriage thus rect- 
procally fraudalent, and therefore could not be 
expected to inherit much lignity or uren 
and if I had them not from nature, was not likely 
ever to atiain them; for in the years which I ſpent 
at home, I never keard any reaſon for action or 
forbearance, but that we ſhould gain money or lola 
it; nor was taught any other ſty'e of commenda- 
os, than that Mr. Sneaker is 4 warm man, Mr. 
Gripe has done his bulineſs, and needs care for 
nobody. | 

My parents, th ough otherw iſs not great phitoſn= 
pliers, Knew the force of early education, and tool: 
care that the blank of my unde ritanding [ould be 
filled with impreiſions of the value of mon y. My 
mother uted, upon all occaſions, to incuicate fome 
ſalutary axioms, ſuch as _ incite me hep what 
[ bad, and get what coul; the informed me that 
we were in a world, where ail Mit catch that catch 
can; and as I grew up, ſt red my memory with 
deeper ob rvations; r rstrained me from che uſual 
puerile exnences by rcmarking that mary a little 
mais a mickie, and, when I envied the tinery of 
"oF of my neighbours, told me, that brag Was @ 
95% dig, but l. lafaſt was a leiter. | 
I was ſoon figacious enough to Aer that 1 
Was not 0 ＋il to Qre at wecalti:; and, havi ing heard 
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no other name for happineſs, was ſometimes inclined 


to repine at my condition. But my mother always 
_ relieved me, by faying, that there was money 

enough in the family, that z? was grad to be 4 kin 
to means, that IJ had nothing to do but to pleaſe my 


friends, and I might come to hold up my head with 


the beſt ſquire in the country. 
Theſe ſplendid expectations aroſe from our alli. 
ance to three perſons of conſiderable fortune. My 


mother's aunt had attended on a lady, who, when 
ſhe died, rewarded her officiouſneſs and fidelity 


with a large legacy. My father had two relations, 


of whom one had broken his indentures and run to 


fea, from whence, after an abſence of thirty years, 


he returned with ten thouſand pounds; and the 


other had lured an heireſs out of a window, who 


dying of her firſt child, had left him her eſtate, on 


which he lived without any other care than to col- 
| let his rents, and preſerve from poachers that game 
which he could not kill himſelf. 


"Theſe hoarders of money were viſited and courted 
by all who had any pretence to approach them, and 
received preſents and compliments from couſins 
who could ſcarcely tell the degree of their relation. 
But we had peculiar advantages which encouraged 
us to hope, that we ſhould by degrees fupplant our 


competitors. My father, by his 22 made 
himſelf neceſſary in their affairs; 

the chambermaid, he inquired out mortgages and 
ſecurities, and wrote bonds and contracts; and had 
endeared himſelf to the old woman, who once 


raſhly lent an hundred pounds without conſulting 


him, by informing her, that her debtor was on 


the point of bankruptcy, and poſting ſo expedi- 
j)» 1 ao 2 


or the ſailor and 


. — e 
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and unthaken preference, 
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tiouſly with an execution that all the other ereditors 


were defrauded. 

To the ſquire he was a kind of ſteward, and 
had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in his office by his addreſs 
in raiſing the rents, his inflexibility in diſtreſſing 
the tardy tenants, and his acuteneſs in ſetting the 


pariſh free from burthenſome inhabitants, by ſhift- 


* __ off to ſome other ſettlement. 
uſineſs made frequent attendance neceſſary ; 


truſt ſoon produced intimacy ; and ſucceſs gave a 
claim to kindneſs; fo that we had oppertunity to 


raiſe all the arts of flattery and endearment. 
y mother, who could not ſupport the thought 


of loſing any thing, determined, that all their for- 


tunes thould centre in me; and, in the proſecution 
of her ſchemes, took care to inform me that nathing 


| voft leſs than good words, and that it is comfortable 
to leap into an eſtate which another has got. 3 
She trained me by theſe precepts to the utmoſt 
ductility of obedience, and the cloſeſt attention to 
profit. At an age when other boys are ſporting in 
the fields, or murmuring in the ſchool, I was con- 
triving ſome new method of paying my court; 
inquiring the age of my future benefactors ; or con- 
lidering how 1 ſhould employ their legacies. _ 
If our eagerneſs of money could have been ſatiſ- 
fied with the poſſeſſions of any one of my rela- 
tions, they might perhaps have been obtained; 


but as it was impoſſible to be always preſent with 
all three, our competitors were buſy to efface any 


trace of affection which we might have left be- 
| hind; and ſince there was not, on any part, ſuch 


ſuperiority of merit as could enforce a conſtant 


hocver was the laſt 
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chat flattered or obliged had, for a time, the af. 


cendant. 


My relations maintained a regular exchange of 


courteſy, took care to miſs no occaſion of condo- 
lence or congratulation, and ſent preſents at ſtated 
times, but had in their hearts not much eſteem for 
one another. The ſcaman looked with contempt 
upon the ſquire as a milkſop and a landman, who 
had lived without knowing the points of the com- 


paſs, or ſeeing any part of the world beyond the 


county-town; and whenever they met, would 
talk of longitude and latitude, and circles nd 
picks, would ſcarcely tell him the hour withou 


ſome menti:n of the horizon and meridian, nor! 


ſhew him the news without detecting his ignorante 
of the ſituation of other countries. _ 
The ſquire conſidered the ſiilor as a rude uncul- 


tivated ſavage, with little more of human than his 


form, and diverted himſelf with his ignorance of 


all common objects and affairs; when he could per- 
ſuade him to go into the field, he always expoſed 
him to the ſportſmen, by fending kim to look for 


game in improper places; and once prevail d upon 

him to be preſent at the races, only that he 1 ;cht 
| ſhow the gentlemen how a ſailor fat Upon a horſe. 

The old gentlewoman thought herfelf wiſer than 


| both, for ſhe lived with no fervant but a maid, and 


| Faved her money. The others were indeed fut- 
ficiently frugal; but the ſquire could not live with. 
out dogs and horſcs, and the ſailor never ſuff-red 


the day to paſs but over a bowl of punch, to which, 
zs he was not critical in the choice of his company, 
every man was welcome that could roar out a. 


catch, or tell a > ory. 
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All theſe, however, I was to pleaſe; an arduous 
taſk ; but what will not youth and avarice under- 
ake? I had an unreſiſting ſuppleneſs of temper, 
and an unſatiable with for riches; I was perpetu- 
ally inſtigated by the ambition of my parents, and 


aſſiſted occaſionally by their inſtructions. What 


theſe advantages enabled me to perſorm, thall be 


told in the next letter ot, 
= _ Yours, &c. 


CAPTATOR. 


NuMB. 195. SATURDAY, Feb. 8, I752. 


Nil mh 4 vious, dicis poſt fate daturum, 


Sz non inſanis, ſcis, Maro, quid cupiam. Max r. 


You've told me, Maro, whilſt you live, 
You'd not a ſingle penny give, 
But that whene'er you chance to die, 
You'd leave a handſome legacy: 
You muſt be mad beyond redreſs, 
If. my next with you cannot * | 


To the RAMBLER. 0 
S 1-0; 
7 OU, ws muſt have obſcrved the inclinatiow 
which almoit every man, however unactive 


or inſignificant, diſcovers of repreſenting his life as 


ditinguithed by extraordinary events, will net 


_ woriler that Captator thinks his narrative 1nport= 
ant envugh to be continued. Nothing is moe 


common than for thoſe to teaſe their compani: ns 


with their hiltory, who have neither done nor ſuf- 
tered any thing that can Excite curtofity or attord 


KS: As 


inttruction. 
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As J was taught to flatter with the firſt eſſays of 
ſpeech, and had very early loſt every other paſſion 
in the deſire of money, I began my purſuit with 
omens of ſucceſs; for I divided my officiouſneſs ſo 
judiciouſly among my relations, that J was equally 
the favourite of all. When any of them entered 
the door, I went to welcome him with raptures ; 
when he went away, I hung down my head, and 

ſometimes intreated to go with him with fo 
much importunity, that I very narrowly eſcaped a 
_ conſent which I dreaded in my heart. When at 
an annual entertainment they were all together, 
I had a harder taſk ; but plied them ſo impartially 
with careſſes, that none could charge me with 
neglect; and when they were wearied with my 
_ fondneſs and civilities, I was always diſmiſſed with 
money to buy playthings. 5 . 
Life cannot be kept at a ſtand; the years of 
innocence and prattle were ſoon at an end, and 
other qualifications were neceſſary to rec mmend 
me to continuance of kindneſs. It luckily hap- 
pened that none of my friends had high notions 
of book-learning. The failor hated to fee tall 
doys ſhut vp in a ſchool, when they might more 
properly be ſceing the world, and making their 
fortunes; and was of opinion, that when the firſt 
rules of arithmetick were known, all that was 
neceſſary to make a man complete might be 
learned on ſhip-board. The ſquire only inſiſted, 
that ſo much ſcholarſhip was indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary, as might confer ability to draw a leaſe and 
read the court-hands; and the old chambermaid 
declared loudly her contempt of books, and her 
opinion that they only took the head off the main 
chance. e EE 


To 


Ne 198. 


To unite, as well as we could, all their ſyſtems, 


[| was bred at home. Each was taught to believe, 
that I followed his directions, and I gained like- 
wiſe, as my mother obſerved, this advantage, that 
| was always in the way; for the had known many 
favourite children ſent to ſchools or academies, and 
forgotten. | 

As I grew fitter to be truſted to my own diſcre- 
tion, I was often diſpatched upon various pre- 


tences to viſit my relations, with directions from 
my parents how to ingratiate myſelf, and drive away 


competitors. Es 

| was, from my infancy, conſidered by the 
ſailor as a promiſing genius, becauſe I liked punch 
better than wine; and I took care to improve this 


prepoſſeſſion by continual enquiries about the art 
of navigation, the degree of heat and cold in dif- 
ferent climates, the profits of trade, and the dan- 


gers of a ſhipwreck. I admired the courage of the 
| ſeamen, and gained his heart by importuning him 


for a recital of his adventures, and a fight of his 


foreign curioſities. I liſtened with an appearance 
of cloſe attention to ſtories which I could already 
repeat, and at the cloſe never failed to expreſs my 
reſolution to viſit diſtant countries, and my con- 
tempt of the cowards and drones that ſpend all 
their lives in their native pariſh ; though I had in 


reality no deſire of any thing but money, nor ever 
felt the ſtimulations of curioſity or ardour of ad- 
venture, but would contentedly have paſſed the 


years of Neſtor in receiving rents and lending upon 
mortgages. _ | | | os 


The ſquire I was able to pleaſe with lefs hypo- 
criſy, for I really thought it pleaſant enough to kill 
the game and eat it. Some arts of fal ſchood, how - 
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ever, the 1 r of gell perſuaded me to practiſe, 
by which, though no other miſchief was pro- 
duced, the purity of my thoughts was vitlated, and 


the reverence for truth gradually deltroyed. 1 
ſometimes purchaſed filh, and pretended to have 
caught them; I hired the countrymen to ſhew me 


partridges, and then gave nn uncle inteliigence of 
their haunt; I learned the feats of hares at night, 
and diſcovered them in the morning with ſaga- 
city that raiſed the wonder and envy of old ſportſ- 


men. One only obſtruction to the advancement 


of my reputation J could never fully ſurmount; 
I was naturally a coward, and was therefore always 


left ſhamefully behind, when there was a neceſſity 
wo leap a hedge, to fra a river, or force the horſes: 
to their utmott ſ>ecd ; but as theſe exigencies did 


not frequently happen, I maintained my honour 
with ſufficient ſucceſs, and was never left out of a 
hunting party. 

The old chambermaid was not ſo 3 nor 
ſo eaſily pleaſed, for the had no predominant paſ- 
ſion but avarice, and was therefore cold and inac- 


ceſſible. She had no conception of any virtue in a 
young man but that of ſaving his money. When. 
the heard of my exploits in the field, the would 
ſhake her head, enquire how much J ihould be the 
richer for all my performances, and lament that 


| ſuch ſums thould be ſpent upon dogs and horſes. 


I the failor told her of my inclination to travel, 
the was ſure there was no place like England, and 
could not imagine why any man that can live in 
bis own country thould leave it. This ſullen and 
frigid being I found means however to propitiate 
by fre quent commendations of frugality, and per- 


8 Petual care to avoid — 


From 
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From the failor was our firſt and moſt conitder- 
abic expectation ; ; for he was richir than the 
chambermaid, and older than the ſquire. He was 
fo awkward and baſhful among women, that we 
concluded him ſecure from matrimony ; and the 
noily fondneſs wich which he uſed to welcome me 
to his houſe, made us imagine that he would look 
out for no other heir, and that we had nothing to 
do but wait patiently for his death. But in the 
midit of our triumph, my uncle ſaluted us one 
morning With a cry of tranſport, and clapping his 
hand hard on my thoulder, told me, I was a happy 
fellow to have a friend like him in the Word, for 
he came to fit me out for a voyage with one of his 
old acquaintances. I turned pale and trembled ; 
my father told him, that he believed my conflitu- 
tion not fitted to the ſea; and my mother burlting 
into tears, cried out, that her heart would break 
if the loſt me. All this had no effect; the ſailor 
was wholly in ſuſceptive of the ſofter ati ons, and, 
without regard to tears or arguments, perfiſted in 
his reſolution to make me a man. RS 
We were oblig d to comply in appearance, 3 
preparations were accordingly made. I took leave 
of my friends with great alacrity, proclaimed the 
| beneficence of my uncle with the higheit [trains of 
gratitude, and rejoiced at the opportunity now put 
into my hands of gratifying my thirſt of know- 
ledge. But a week before the day appointed for 
my departure I fell tick by my mother's direction, 
and retuſed all food but what the privately brought 
me; whenever my uncle viſited me I was lethar- 
Sick or delirious, but took care in my raving fits 
do talk inceſſantly of travel and merchandize. The 
room Mas Rees. dark; the youu was tilled with 
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vials and gallipots; my mother was with difficulty 
perſuaded not to endanger her life with nocturnal 
_ attendance ; my father lamented the loſs of the 
profits of the voyage; and ſuch ſuperfluity of arti- 
fices was employed, as perhaps might have diſco- 
vered the cheat to a man of penetration. But the 
failor, unacquainted with ſubtilties and ſtratagems, 
was eaſily deluded ; and as the ſhip could not ſtay 
for my recovery, fold the cargo, and left me to 
re-eſtabliſh my health at leiſure. „„ 

I was ſent to regain my fleſh in a purer air, leſt it 
ſhould appear never to have been waſted, and in 
two months returned to deplore my diſappoint- 
ment. My uncle pitied my dejeQtion, and bid me 

prepare myſelf againſt next year, for no land lub- 
der ſhould touch his money. 

A reprieve however was obtained, and perhaps 
ſome new ftratagem might have ſucceeded another 
ſpring; but my uncle unhappily made amorous. 
advances to my mother's maid, who, to promote 
ſo advantageous a match, diſcovered the ſecret, with 
which only ſhe had been intruſted. He ſtormed 

and raved, and declaring that he would have heirs 
of his own, and not give his ſubſtance to cheats 
and cowards, married the girl in two days, and 
IS 7. . moe 
Cowardice is always ſcorned, and deceit univer- 
fally detefted. I found my friends, if not wholly _ 
| alienated, at leaſt cooled in their affection ; the 
ſquire, though he did not wholly diſcard me, was 
leſs fond, and often enquired when | would go to 
ſea. I was obliged to bear his inſults, and endea- 

voured to rekindle his kindneſs by aſſiduity and re- 
ſpect; but all my care was vain; he died without 

a will, and the eſtate devolved to the legal 3 5 


| 
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Thus has the folly of my parents condemned 


me to ſpend in flattery and attendance thoſe years 
in which I might have been qualifhcd to place my- 


ſelf above hope or fear, I am arrived at man- 
hood without any uſeful art or generous ſenti- 
ment; and, if the old woman ſhould likewife at 
laſt deceive me, am in danger at once of beggary 
and Ignorance. 
CAPTATOR, 
Nums. 199. TutsDay, Feb. 11, 1752. 

Decolor, abſeurus, vilis, non ille repexam 8 

Cgſariem regum, nec candida virginis ornat 

Calla, nec inſigni ſplendet per cingula morſu; 


Sed nova fi nigri videas nuracula ſaxi, 


Tunc ſuperat pulchros cultus, & quicquid Eors 


Indus littoribus rubra ſcrutatur in alga. CL AUDIANU 3. 


Obſcure, unpriz'd, and dark, the magnet lies, 

Nor lures the ſearch of avaricious eyes, 

Nor binds the neck, nor ſparkles in the hair, 
Nor dignifies the great, nor decks the fair. 
But ſearch the wonders of the duſky ſtone, 
And own all glories of the mine outdone, 
Each grace of form, each ornament of ſtate, 


That decks the fair, or dignihes the great. 


T HOUGH you have lion digreſſed from 


moral ſubjects, I ſuppoſe you are not fo 


rigorous or cynical as to deny the value or uſeful- 
neſs of natural philoſophy ; or to have lived in 
„ ND rant 3 dans this 
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this age of ir quiry and experiment, without any 
attention to the wonders cvery day produc : by the 
pokers of magnetiſm and the wheels of «le Aaricity, 
At leaſt lt, J may be allowed to hope that, ſince no- 


thing is more contrary to moral excellence than 


Envy, you will not refuſe to promote the hanpineſs 
of others, merely becauſe You cannot parts ke ef 
their enjoyments. 


In confidence, therefore, that your ignorance has 


not made you an enemy to knowledge, I offer you 
the honour of introducing to the notice of the 
publick, an adept, ho having long laboured for 
the benefit of manxind, 1s not 3 g, like too 
many of his predeceſſors, to conceal his fecrets in 
the grave. 

Many have ſignalized themſelves by melting their 
eſtates in crucibles. I was born to no fortune, 


and therefore had only my mind and body to de- 


vote to knowledge, ard the gratitude of poſterity 
will atteſt, that neither mind nor body have been 


ſparcd. 1 have ſet whole weeks without fleep by 
the {ide of an athanor, to watch the moment of 


projection; I have made the firſt experiment in 


rineteen diving engines of new conſtruction; I 


have fallen cleven times ſpe: chlefs under the ſhock. 
of clefticity:; I Have twice diflocated my limbs, 


and once fractured my fkull, in <ffzying to fly; and 
four times endangered wy life by ſubmining 0 the 
transfuſion of blood. 


In the firlt period of my ſtudies, + ed the 


powers of my body more than thoſe of my mind, 
and was not without hopes that fame might be 
Purchaſed by a few broken bones without the 


_ toil of thinking ; but having been ſhattered by 


| ſome violent enen ard conſtrained to con- 


fine 


©. * 


* r eee 


* r 


N- 199. THE RAMBLER. 271 


fine myſelf to my books, I paſſed ſix and thirty 
years in fearching the Wes of ancient Wil- 


dom, but am at lalt amply recompenſed for all my 


perſeverance. 

The curioſity of the preſent race of philoſophers, 
having been long exerciſed upon elcctricity, has 
been fatelv transferred to magnctiſm; the qualities 
of the loaditone es been inveltig; ied, if not with 
much advantage, vet with great applauſe ; and 
as the higheit Sk of art is to imitate nature, 
I hope no man will think the makers of artificial 


magnets celebrated or reverenced above their 


deſerts. 


I have for "Rs time employed myſelf in the 
ſame practice, but with deeper knowledge and 


more extenſive views. While my contemporaries | 


were touching needles and railing weights, or 
buſying themſelves with inclination and variation, 
J have been examining thoſe qualities of mag- 


netiſm which may be applied to the accommoda- 
tion and happineſs of common life. I have left 


to inferior underttandings the care of conducting 
the ſailor through the hazards of the ocean, and 
relerved to myſfelf the more difficult and illuf- 
trious province of preſerving the connubial com- 
pad from violation, and ſetting mankind free for 
ever from the d danger of ſuppoſititious children, 
and the torments of fruitleſs vigilance and anxious 


Auſpicion. 


10 defraud any man of his due <a; is un- 
worthy ol a philoſopher; I ſhall therefore openly 
confels, that I owe the firlt hint of this ineſti— 


mable ſecret to the Rabbi Abraham Ben Hannaſe, 


who, in his treatiſe of precious ſtones, has left 
as account of the magnet: e &c. 


'The 
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The calamita, or loadſtone that attracts iron, pro- 
„ duces many bad fantaſies in man. Women fly 
„from this ſtone. If therefore any huſband be 
« diſturbed with jealouſy, and fear leſt his wife con- 
« verſes with other men, let him lay this ſtone 
« upon her while ſhe is aſleep. If ſhe be pure, ſhe 
will, when ſhe wakes, claſp her huſband fondly 
in her arms; but if ſhe be guilty, ſhe will fall 
cout of bed, and run away.” 


When firſt I read this wonderful paſſage, I 


could not eaſily conceive why it had remained 


hitherto unregarded in ſuch a zealous competition 


for magnetical fame. It would ſurely be unjuſt 
to ſuſpe that any of the candidates are ſtrangers 
to the name or works of Rabbi Abraham, or to 


conclude, from a late edict of the royal ſociety in 
favour of the Engliſh language, that philoſophy 


and literature are no longer to act in concert. 
Vet, how ſhould a quality ſo uſeful eſcape promul- 


gation but by the obſcurity of the language in 
which it was delivered? Why are footmen and 


 Chambermaids paid on every fide for keeping ſecrets 


which no caution nor expence could ſecure from 


the all-penetrating magnet? Or, why are ſo many 
witneſſes ſummoned, and ſo many artifices prac- 


tiſed, to diſcover what ſo eaſy an experiment would | 


infallibly reveal ? 


Pull of this perplexity, I read the lines of Abra- 


ham to a friend, who adviſed me not to expoſe my 


life by a mad indulgence of the love of fame ; he 


warned me by the fate of Orpheus, that knowledge 
or genius could give no 2 to the invader of 
female prerogatives; aſſured me that neither tbe 
armour of Achilles, nor the antidote of Mithridates, 
would be able to preſerve me; and counſelled me, 


5 r 
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if I could not live without renown, to attempt the 
acquiſition of univerſal empire, in which the honour 


would perhaps be equal and the danger certainly be 


leſs. 


I, a ſolitary ſtudent, pretend not to much know- 
ledge of the world, but am unwilling to think it fo 
generally corrupt, as that a ſcheme for the deteCtion 


of incontinence ſhould bring any danger upon its 


inventor. My friend has indeed told me, that all 
the women will be my enemies, and that however 
I flatter myſelf with hopes of defence from the 


men, I ſhall certainly find myſelf deſerted in the 


hour of danger. Of the young men, ſaid he, ſome 
will be afraid of ſharing the diſgrace of their mo- 
thers, and ſome the danger of their miſtreſſes ; of 
thoſe who are married, part are already convinced 
of the falſehood of their wives, and part ſhut their 


eyes to avoid conviction; few ever ſought for virtue 


in marriage, and therefore few will try whether 


they have found it. Almoſt every man is careleſs 


examine. _ 


or timorous, and to truſt is caſter and ſafer than to 
Theſe obſervations diſcouraged me, till I be 


to conſider what reception I was likely to find 
among the ladies, whom I have reviewed under 
the three claſſes of maids, wives, and widows ; 
and cannot but hope that I may obtain ſome 


countenance among them. The ſingle ladies 1 


ſuppoſe univerſally ready to patronize my method, 
by which connubial wickedneſs may be detected, 
ſince no woman marries with a previous deſign to 
be unfaithful to her huſband. And to keep them 
ſteady in my cauſe, I promiſe never to ſell one of 


my magnets to a man who ſteals a girl from ſchool ; 


i marries a woman forty years younger than himſelf ; 5 


or 
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or employs the authori:y of parents to obtain a wife 
without her own conlent. 

Among the married ladies, notwithitanding the 
inlinuations of flander, I yet refolve to believe, 
that the greater part are my friends, and am at 
leaſt convinced, that they who demand the teſt, 


and appear on my fide, will ſrpply, by their 


ſpirit, the deficiency of their numbers, and that 
their enemies will ſhrink and quake at the ſight 
of a magnet, as the ſlaves of Scythia fled from the 
{courge. | 

The widows will be confederated in my favour 
by their curioſity, if not by their virtue; tor it 
may be obſerved, that women who have outlived 
their huſbands, always think themſelves entitled 
to ſuperintend the conduct of young wives; and 
as they are themſclves in no danger from this 
magnetick trial, I ſhall expect them to be emi- 
: wy and unanimouſly zealous in recommend- 
it. 
Wich theſe hopes I ſhall, in a hoon. time, 1 


to ſale magnets armed with a particular metallick 


compoſition, which concentrates their virtue, and 


determines their agency. It is known that the effi- 


cacy of the magnet, in common operations, de- 


pends much upon its armature, and it cannot be 


7 imagined, that a ſtone, naked or caſed only in the 


common manner, will diſcover the virtues aſcribed 
to it by Rabbi Abraham. The ſecret of this metal 
1 ̃ſhall carefully conceal, and, therefore, am not 


afraid of imitators, nor mall trouble the offices with | 


ſolicitation for a patent. 
I T ſhall ſell them of different Enes and bins 


degrees of {trength. T have ſome of a bulk proper 


to be hung at the bed's head, as Kcare- -CrUWS, and 


ſome. 
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ſome fo ſmall that they may be caſily concealed. 


- 


Some I have ground into oval forms to be hung at 


watches; and ſome, for the curious, I have ſét in 


wedding-rings, that ladies may never want an at- 
teſtation of their innocence. Some I can produce 
ſo fluggith and inert, that they will not act before 
the third failure; and others fo vigorous and ani- 
mated that they exert their influence againſt un- 
lawful withes, if they have been willingly and de— 
liberately indulged. As it is my practice honeſtly 
to tell my cuſtomers the properties of my magnets, 
can judge by their choice of the delicacy of their 


ſentiments. Many have been contented to ſpare 


colt by purchaſing only the loweſt degree of effi- 
cacy, and all have ſtarted with terror from thoſe 


which operate upon the thoughts. One young 
lady only fitted on à ring of the ſtrongeſt energy, 


and declared that ſhe ſcorned to ſeparatè her withes 
from her acts, or allow herſelf to think what ſhe 
was forbidden to practiſe. EEE Co 


Ia, e. 
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NuMB. 200. SATURDAY, Feb. 15, 1752. 


Nemo petit modicts que mittebantur amicis 

A Seneca, que Piſo bonus, que Cotta ſolebat 

Largiri, nempe et titulrs et faſcibus olim 

Major habebatur donandi gloria; ſolum 

Poſcimus ut cænes civiliter; hoc face, et efto 
/lo, ut nunc multi, dives tibi, pauper amicis. Jury, 


No man expects (for who ſo much a ſot 
Who has the times he lives in ſo forgot 7) 
What Seneca, what Piſo us'd to fend. 
To raiſe, or to ſupport a ſinking friend. 
Thoſe godlike men, to wanting virtue kind, 
Bonnty well plac'd, preferr'd, and well deſign'd, 
| To all their titles, all that height of pow'r, 
Which turns the brains of fools, and fools alone adore. 
When your poor client is condemn'd t' attend, 
»Tis all we aſk, receive him as a friend: 
Deſcend to this, and thea we aſk no more; 3 | 
Rich to yourſelf, to all beſide be poor. BowIIS. 


Iꝓ0 the RAM BL ER. 
Mr. RamBLER, 


UCH is the tenderneſs or infirmity of many 
minds, that when any affliction oppreſſes 


them, they have immediate recourſe to lamenta- 


tion and complaint, which though it can only be 


allowed reaſonable when evils admit of remedy, 


* 


and then only when addreſſed to thoſe from whom } 
the remedy is expected, yet ſeems even in hope- | 
leſs and incurable diſtreſſes to be natural, ſince 
| thoſe by whom it is not indulged, imagine that | 
they give a proof of extraordinary fortitude by fup- _ 


preſſing 1 „ I Ts e 5 : 
I am one of thoſe who, with the Sancho of 
Cervantes, leave to higher characters the merit of 
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ſuffering in ſilence, and give vent without ſcruple 
to any ſorrow that ſwells in my heart. It is there- 
fore to me a ſevere aggravation of a calamity, 
when it is ſuch as in the common opinion will nt 
jultify the aſcerbity of exclamation, or lupport the 
ſolemnity of vocal grief. Yet many pains are 
incident to a man of delicacy, which the unfectin * 
world cannot be perſuaded to pity, and whici b. 
when they are ſeparated from their peculiar and 
perſonal circumſtances, will never be conhdered as 
important enough to claim attention or deſerve | 
redreſs. 
Of this kind will appear to > groſs and vulgar ap- 
| prchenſions, the mileries Which 1 endures in a 
morning viſit to Proſpero, a man lately raiſed to- 
wealth by a lucky project, and too inuch intoxicated. 
by ſudden elevation, or too little polithed by thought 
and converſation, to enjoy his preſent fortune with 
elegance and decency. 
We ſet out in the world together ; nod for along 
time mutually aſſiſted cach other in our exigencice, 
as either happened to have money or influ. nce ba- 
yond his immediate neceſſities. You know that 
nothing generally endears men fo much as partici- 
pation "of dangers and misfortunes ; I therefore al- 
ways conſidered Profpero as united with me in the 
ſtrongeſt league of Kindneſs, and imagined that our 
| friendſhip was: only to be broken by the hand af 
death. I felt at his ſudden thoot of ſucceſs an ho- 
_ neit and diſintereſted joy; but as I want no part of 
his ſupertluitics, am not willing to deſ-end tro 
that equality in which we hitherto have lived. _ 
Our intimacy was regard.d by me as a diſpenſa- 
tion from -eremonial vitits; and it was ſo long be- 
tore I faw him at his new houſe, that he gently com- 
Vor. IV. | : FF | plained 
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-plained of my neglect, and obliged me to come on 
a day appointed. I kept my promiſe, but found 
that the impatience of my friend aroſe not from any 
defire to communicate his happineſs, but to enjoy 
"his ſupertonty. | To 

When I told my name at the door, the footman 
went to ſce if his maiter was at home, and, by the 
zardineſs of his return, gave me reafon to ſuſpect 


that time was taken to deliberate. He then in- 
formed me, that Profpero deſtred my company. and 


ſhowed the ſtaircaſe carefully ſecured by mats from 


the pollution of my feet. The beſt apartments 
were oftentatioufly fet open, that I might have a 


diſtant view of the magnificence which I was not 


permitted to approach; and my old friend receiving 


me with all the inſolence of condeſcenſion at the top 


of the ſtairs, conducted me to a back room, where 
he told me he always breakfaſted when he had not 


great company. 


On the floor where we fat, lay a carpet covered 


with a cloth, of which Proſpero ordered his ſervant 


0 lift up a corner, that I might contemphate the 
brightneſs of the colours and the elegance of the 
texture, and aſked me whether I had ever ſeen — & 


thing ſo fine before; I did not gratify his folly with 


any outcries of admiration, but coldly bad the foot- 


man let down the cluth. 


We then fat down, and I began to hepe that 

pride was glutted with perſecution, when Proſpere 
_ defired that I would give the fervant leave to adjuſt 
the cover of my chair, which was flipt a little aſide 


to ſhow the damaſk ; he informed me that he had 
beſpoke ordinary chairs for common uſe, but had 


deten diſappointed by his tradeſman. I put the 
Thair aſide with my foot, and drew another ſo _ 
„ ES One haſtily, 
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haſtily that I was intreated not to rumple the 
carpet. | 

| Breakfast was at laſt ſet, and as I was not will- 
ing to indulge the peeviſhneſs that began to ſeize 
me, I commended the tea; Proſpero then told 


me, that another time I ſhould taſte his fineſt 


ſort, but that he had only a very ſmall quantity 
remaining, and reſerved it for thoſe whom he 
thought himſelf obliged to treat with particulac 


reſpect. . e 

While we were converſing upon ſuch ſubjects as 
imagination happened to ſuggeſt, he frequently di- 
greſſed into directions to the fervant that waited, 
or made a flight enquiry after the jeweller or filver- _ 


| ſmith; and once, as I was purſuing, an argument 
with ſome degree of earneſtneſs, he ſtarted from his 


poſture of attention, and ordered, that if lord Lofty 


called on him that morning, he ſhould be ſhewn 


into the beſt parlour. „%%% T : 
My patience was not yet wholly ſubdued. I was 


willing to promote his ſatisfaction, and therefore 


obſerved, that the figures on the china were emi- 


nently pretty. Proſpero had now an op AN : 


of calling for his Dreſden china, which, ſays he, I 


1 always alfociate with my chaſed tea-kettle. The 


cups were brought; I once reſolved not to have 
looked upon them, but my curiolity prevailed. 
When I had examined them a little, Proſpero de- 


ſired me to ſet them down, for they who were ac- 
cuſtomed only to common diſhes, ſeldom handled 
china with much care. You will, I hope, commend 


my philoſophy, when I tell you that I did not daſh 


= his baubles to the ground. 


He was now ſo much elevated with his own _ 


: greatneſs, that he thought ſome humility neceſſary 


3 2 5 160 
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to avert the glance of envy, and therefore told me, 
with an air of loft compoſure, that 1 was not to 

eſtimatc life by external appearance, that all theſe 
thinivg acquiſitions had added little to his happi- 


nels, tl: at he ft] remembered wich pleatuce the: 


days in which he and I were upon the level, and 
had often, in the moment of reflection, been doubt- 
ful, * he ſhould loſe much vy changing his 
condi for mine. 


1 began now to be afraid left is pride ſhonld, by | 


Klence and ſubmiiltion, be emboldened to 1ntults that 


could not eaſily be borne, and therefore coolly 
conſidered, how I thould repreſs it without ſuch. 


bitterneſs of 1eproof as I was yet unwilling to uſe, 
But ke interrupted my meditation, by atking leave 
to be drefied, and told me, that he had rom ſed to 
tend fome ladies in the park, and, if J was going 


the ſame way, would take me in his ce I had 


no inclination to any other favours, and therelore 
left him without any intention of ſeeing bim again, 
unleſs lome mistortune ſhould reitore his under- 


ſtanding. 
4 am, XC. 


Though I am not wholly in inſenſible of the proyo- 


| cations „ hich. my correſpondent has received, I 


cannot altogether commend ihe kcenneſs of bis re- 
ſentwent, nor encour: ge him to perfiſt in lis reſo- 


lution © breal ing off all coinmerce Wich his od 
acquancance. One of the g laue: precepts of PV 


_ thazerns dir -C s, chat a friend ſh. ni nt : bated fr 
[itcle faults, and lur ly, be, upon, whoin, not. ing 
wore can be char Sed, than at Ee nais his 114178, 


aud covers his carpet, and lets out his Incry o ho r,. 
LE before 


ASPER. 
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heſore thoſe whom he does not admit to uſe it, has 
yet committed nothing that ſhould exclude him 
from common degrees of kindneſs. Such impro- 
pricties oiten proceed rather from ſtupidity than 
malice. Thoſe who thus ſhine only io dazzle, are 
influenced merely by cuſtom and example, and 
neither examine, nor are qualified to examine, the 
motives of their own practice, or to itate the nice 
limits between elegance and oftentation. They are 
often innocent of the pain which their vonity pro- 


duces, and inſult Others v. hen they have nov 91 fa 


purpoſe than to pleafs then tiles. 
He that tov much refines his d- licacy witl always 
endanger his quiet. Of thoſe with „hom nature 


and virtue oblige us to converſe, foine are ignorant 


of the arts of pleaſing, and offend when they deſign 


to carals; ſome are negligent, and gratity them- 


ſclves without regard to the quiet of another; ſome, 


perhaps, are malicious, and feel no greater ſatiſ- 
faction in proſperity, than that of raiſing envy and 
tran.piing inferiority. But whatever be the motive 


of inſu't, it is always beſt to overlook it, for folly 
ſcarcely can deſerve reſentment, and malice is pu- 


niſued by neglect. + 
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Sanctus habert | 

Promiffque tenax dictis ſactiſgue mereris # 

Agnoſco procerem. | Joy, 
Conyince the world that you're devout and true, 

Be juſt in all you ſay, and all you do; 

Whatever be your La you're ſure to be 

A peer of the firſt magnitude to me. Srerxzy. 


OYLE "Th obſerved, that the excellency of 
manufactures, and the facility of labour, would 
be much promoted, if the various expedients and 
contrivances which lie concealed in private. hands, 
wcre by reciprocal communications made generally 
known; for there are few operations that are 
not performed by one or other with ſome pecu- 
liar advantages, which though ſingly of little im- 
portance, would by conjunction and concurrence 
open new inlets to knowledge, and give new powers 
to diligence. 

There are, in like manner, ſeveral anne excel- 
com diſtributed among the different claſſes of a 


ommunity. It was ſaid by Cujacius, that he never 
ead more than one book, by which he was not 
inſtructed; and he that (hall enquire after virtue 
with ardcur and attention, will ſeldom find a man. 
by whol- cxample or ſentiments he may not be 
improved. | 
Every profetfion has ſome effential and appro- 
riate virtue, without which there can be no hope 
of honour or ſucceſs, and which, as it is more or 
leſs cultivated, confers within its ſphere of activity 
different degrees of merit and reputation. As the 
aſtrologeis range the lubdiviſions of mankind under. 


the 
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the planets which they ſuppoſe to influence their 
lives, the moraliſt may dĩſtribute them according to 
the virtues which they neceſſarily practiſe, and con- 
ſider them as diſtinguiſhed by prudence or fortitude, 
diligence or patience. 

So much are the modes of excellence ſettled by 
time and place, that men may be heard boaſting 
in one {treet of that which they would anxiout}y- 
conceal in another. The grounds of ſcorn and 
eſteem, the topicks of praiſe and facire, are varied 
according to the ſeveral virtues or vices which. 
the cuurle of life has diſpoſed men to admire or 
abhor; but he who is ſolicitous for his own im- 
provement, muſt not be limited by local reputa- 
tion, but ſelect from every tribe of mortals their 
characteriſtical virtues, and conſtellate in him 
ſelf the ſcattered graces which ſhine lingle in other 
men. 

The chief praiſe to which a wake ans is that 
of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous obſervance 
of commercial engagements; nor is there any 
vice of which he ſo much dreads the imputation, 
as of negligence and inſtability. This is a qualit 
which the intereſt of mankind requires to be dif. 
fuſed through all the ranks of life, but which many 
ſeem to conſider as a vulgar and ignoble virtue, be- 
low the ambition of greatneſs or attention of wit, 
ſcarcely requilite among men of gaiety and ſpirit, 


and fold at its higheſt rate when it is ſacrificed toa 


frolick or a jelt. 

Every man has daily cots to wack what 
vexations ariſe from this privilege of deceiving 
one another. The active and vivacious have fo 
- uy diſdained the reſtraints of truth, that pro- 

| | L 4. niſes 5 
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miſs and appointments have loft their cogeney, 
and both parties neglect their ſtipulations, becaufe 
each concludes that they will be broken by the 
other. | | 
Negligence is firſt admitted in fmall affairs, and 
ſtreugtbencd bv petty indulgencies. He that is not 
yet hardened by cuſtom, ventures not on the viola. 
tion of important engagements, but thinks himſelf 
| bound by bis word in caſes of property or danger, 
though he allows himſelf to forget at what time he 
is to mect ladies in the park, or at what tave:n his 
fric. ds are expe ing him. x 
This laxity of honour would be more tolerable, 
2: it could be reſtrained to the play-houſe, the ball- 
room, or the card- table; yet even there it is ſuffi- 
ciently troubleſome, and darkens thoſe moments 
with expectation, ſuſpenſe, and reſentment, which 
are ſet aſide for pleaſure, and from which we natu- 
rally hope for unmingled enjoyment and total re. 
laxation. Put he that ſuffers the ſlighteſt breach in 
| his morality, can ſeldom tell what ſhall enter it, or 
how wide it ſhall be made; when a pallage is open, 
the influx of corruption is every moment wearing 
down oppoſition, and by flow degrees deluges the 
m—_—_ 1 . 
Aliger entered the world a youth of lively imagina- 
tion, extenſive views, and untainted principles. His 
_<uriolity incited bim to range from place to place, 
and try all the varieties of converſation ; his elegance 
of addreſs and fertility of ideas, gained him friends 
wherever he appcared; or at leaſt he found the gene- 
ral kindneſs of reception always ſhown to a young 
man whoſe birth and fortune give him a claim to no- 
| tice, and who has neither by vice or folly — 


7 > ; : 
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his privileges. Aliger was pleaſed wi'h this general 


{mile of mankind, and was induſtrious to preſ-rve. 


it by compliance and officiouſneſs, but did not 
ſuffer his deſire of pleaſing to vitiate his integrity. 


It was his eſtabliſhed maxim, that a promiſe 1s ne- 
ver to be broken; nor was it without long reluctance 


that he once ſuffered himſelf to be drawn away from 
a feſtal engagement by the importunity of another 
company. - 

He ſpent the evening, as is uſual, in the rudi- 


ments of vice, in perturbation and imperfect en- 


joyment, and met his diſappointed friends in the 


morning, with confuſion and excuſes. His com- 


aer not accuſtomed to ſuch ſerupulbus anxiety, 
aughed at his uneaſineſs, compounded the offence 


for a bottle, gave him courage to break his word 
again, and again levied the penalty. He ventured 


the fame experiment upon another ſociety, and 
found them equally ready to conſider it as a vental 


gaiety ; till by degrees, he began to think hiunfelf 
at liber:y to follow the laſt invitation, and was no 
longer ſhocked at the turpitude of falkchovd. He 


made no difficulty to promife his preſence at 
diſtant places, and if liſtleilnefs happened to creep 


upon him, would fit at home with great tran- 


quillity, and has often ſunk to fleep in a chair, while 
he held ten tables in.conunual expectations of his 


entrance... - | | 


It was fo pleaſant to live in perpetual vacancy 


that he ſoon diſmi ſed his attention as an uſ-lefs 


incumbrance, and reſigned 'himfelf to careleſſneſs 
and diſſipation, without any regard to the future 


or the pait, or any other motive of acton than 
the impuiſe of a ſudden deſire, or the attraction 
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of immediate pleaſure. The abſent were imme- 
diately forgotten, and the hopes or fears felt by 
Others, had no influence upon his conduct. He 
was in ſpeculation completely juſt, but never 
kept his promiſe to a creditor, he was benevo- 
ient, but always decerved thoſe friends whom he 
undertook to patronize or aſſiſt; he was prudent, 
but ſuffered his affairs to be embarraſſed for want 
of regulating his accounts at ſtated times. He 
courted a young lady, and when the ſettlements _. 
were drawn, took a ramble into the country on 
the day appointed to fign them. He reſolved to 
travel, and ſent his cheſts on ſhipbvard, but de- 
| layed to follow them till he loft his paſſage. He 
was ſummoned as an evidence in a cauſe of great 
importance, and loitered on the way till the trial 
was paſt. It is ſaid, that when he had, with 
great expence, formed an intereſt in a borough, 
his opponent contrived, by ſome agents, who 
knew his temper, to lure him away on the day 
of election. „ N 
His benevolence draws him into the commiſſion 
of a thouſand crimes, which others leſs kind or 
civil would eſcape. His courteſy invites applica- 
tion; his promiſes produce dependence; he has his 
_ pockets filled with petitions, which he intends fome 
time to deliver and enforce, and his table covered 
with letters of requeſt, with which he purpoſes to 
comply ; but time flips imperceptibly away, while 
he is either idle or buſy ; his friends loſe their op- 
portunities, and charge upon him their miſcar- 
riages and calamities. „ 
This character, however contemptible, is not 
peculiar to Aliger. They whoſe r of ima- 
pination is often ſhifting the ſcenes of expecta- 
ee eee l 
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tion, are frequently ſubject to ſuch ſallies of ca- 
price as make all their actions fortuitous, deſtroy 
the value of their friendſhip, obſtruct the effica y 
of their virtues, and ſet them below the meaneſt 
of thoſe that perſiſt in their reſolutions, execute 
what they delign, and perform what they have 
promi ſed. | 


Non. 202. SATURDAY, Feb. 22, 1752. 
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__— CALLIMACHUBsS; 

From no afflition is the poor exempt; 

He thinks each eye ſurveys him with contempt. 
Unmanly poverty ſubdues the heart, 


| Cankers each wound, and ſharpens ev'ry dart. 7 5 
F. La wis. 


| Mo * who have ad to 


romote learning and rectify judgment, it 


hos * long cuſtomary to complain of the abuſe 
of words, which are often admitted to ſignify 
things ſo different, that, inſtead of aſſiſting the 
ö underſtanding as vehicles of knowledge, they pro- 


duce error, diſſenſion, and peplexity, becauſe 
what is affirmed in one ſenſe, is received in an- 
other. 

If this r 8 embarraſſes the 


moſt folemn controverſies, and obſcures the de- 


monſtrations of ſcience, it may well be expected to 


infeſt the pompous periods of declaimers, whoſe 
g parpoſe is often 8 to amuſe with fallacies, and 


> 6 | Change. 
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chonge the colours of truth and falſehood ; or the 
muſical compoſitions of Poets, whoſe ſtyle is pro- 
feT-d'y figurative, and whoſe art is imagined to 
conſiſt in diſtorting! words from their originaP 
meaning. 
There are few words of which. the reader be- 
licves himſelf better to know the import than of 
preerty; yet whoever ſtudies either the poets or 
philoſophers, will find fuch an account of the con- 
dition expreſſed by that term as his experience or 
obſervation will not eaſily diſcover to be true. In- 
ſtead of the nieanneſs, diſtreſs, complaint, anxiety, 
and dependance which. have hitherto been com- 
bincd in his ideas of poverty, he will read of con- 
tent, innocence, and cheerfulneſs, of health and 
fafcty, tranquillity and frecdom; of pleaſures not 
known but to men unencumbered with pofleſ- 
ſions; and of fleep that ſheds his balſamick ano- 
dynes only on the cottage. Such are the bleflings 
to be obtained by the reſignation of riches, that 
kings might deſcend from their thrones, and gene- 
rals retire from a triumph, only to ſlumber. un- 
diſturbed in the elyſium of poverty. . 
If thefe authors do not deceive us, nothing can 
he more abſurd than that perpetual conteſt. for 
_ wealth which keeps the world in commotion ; nor 


any complaints more juſtly cenſured than thoſe 5 


which proceed from want of the gifts of fortune, 

_ which we are taught by the great maſters of mo- 

ral wiſdom to conſider as golden ſhackles, by which 

the wearer is at once diſabled and adorned; as 

luſcious poiſons which may for a time pleafe the 

' p=late, but ſoon betray their malignity by languor 
and by pun... DE od Wen 


5 
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It is the great privilege of poverty to be happy 
unenvied, to be healthful without phyſick, and ſe- 
cure without a guard; to obtain from the bounty of 
nature, what the great and wealthy are compelled 
to procure by the help of artiſts and attendants, of 
flatterers and ſpies. 

But it will de found, upon a nearcr view, that 
they who extol the happineſs of poverty, do not 
mean the fame {tate with thoſe who deplore its 
miſeries. Poets have their imaginations filled with 
ideas of magniticence ; and being accuſtomed to 
contemplate the downfal of empires, or to contrive 
forms of lamentations for monarchs in diſtreſs, rank 


all the claſſes of mankind in a ſtate of poverty, who 


make no approaches to. the dignity of crowns. To 
be poor, in the epick language, is only not to 


command the wealth of nations, nor to have fleets 


and armies in pay. 

Vanity has perhaps contributed to this impro- 
priety of ſtyle. He that withes to become a philo- 
Ppher at a cheap rate, eaſily gratifies his ambition 


by ſubmitting to poverty when he does not feel it, 


and by boaſting his contempt of riches, when he 
| has already more than he enjoys. He who would 


| ſhow the extent of his views and grandeur of his 

conceprions, or diſcover his acquaintance with 
ſplendour and magnificence, may talk like Cowley of 
an humble ſtation. and quiet obſcurity, of the pau- 


_ City of nature's wants, nd the inconveniencies of 


fuperfluity, and at laſt, like him, limit his deſires 
to five hundred pounds a year; a fortune indeed 
not exuberant when we compare it with the ex- 
8 prom of pride and luxury, but to which it little 
| becomes a philoſbpher to affix the name of po- 
verty, ſince no man , with ny Propriety, be 
b 5 und 
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termed poor, who does not fee the greater part of 
mankin richer than himſelf. | 
As little is the general condition of human life 
underſtood by the panegyriſts and hiſtorians, who 
emuſe us with accounts of the poverty of heroes 
and fages. Riches are of no value in themſelves, 
their * is diſcovered only in that which they pro- 
cure. They are not Coveted, unleſs by narrow 
underſtandings, which confound the means with 
the end, but for the ſake of power, influence, and 
elteem ; or, by ſome of leſs elevated and refined 
ſentiments, as neceſſary to ſenſual enjoyment. 


The pleaſures of luxury, many have, without 


uncommon virtue, been able to deſpiſe, even when 
affluence and idleneſs have concurred to tempt 
them; and therefore he who feels nothing from 


indigence but the want of gratifications which he. 


could not in any other condition make conſiſtent 


with innocence, has given no proof of eminent 
patience. Eſteem and influence every man deſires, 


but they are equally pleaſing and equally valuable, 


by whatever means they are obtained; and who- _ 
ever has found the art of ſecuring them without. 
the help of money, ought, in reality, to be ac- 
counted rich, fince he has all that riches can pur- 
_ Chaſe to a wiſe man. Cincinnatus, though he lived 
upon a few acres, cultivated by his own hand, was 
fufficiently removed from all the evils generally 
comprehended under the name of poverty, when 
his reputation was ſuch, that the voice of his coun- 
try called him from his farm to take abſolute com- 
mand into his hand; nor was Diogenes much mor- 
tified by his refidence in a tub, where he was ho- 
noured with the viſit of Alexander the Great. 2 
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The ſame fallacy has conciliated veneration to 
the religious orders. When we behold a man 
abdicating the hope of terreſtrial poſſeſſions, and 
precluding himſelf by an irrevocable vow, from the 


| purfuit and acquiſition of all that his fellow-beings 


conſider as worthy of wiſhes and endeavours, we 
are immediately ſtruck with the purity, abſtrac- 
tion, and firmneſs of his mind, and regard him as 
wholly employed in ſecuring the intereſts of futu- 
rity, and devoid of any other care than to gain, at 
whatever price, the ſureſt paſſage to eternal reſt. 
Yet, what can the votary be juſtly ſaid to have 
loſt of his preſent happineſs? if he reſides in a 
convent,, he converſes only with men whoſe con- 
dition is the ſame with his own ; he has from the 


munificence of the founder all the neceſſaries of 
life, and is ſafe from that de/tztution which Hooker 
declares to be ſuch an impediment to virtue, as, till it 
be removed, ſuſfereth nit the mind of man ta admit 
any other care. All temptations to envy and com- 


petition are ſhut out from his retreat ; he is not 


pained with the fight of unattainable dignity, nor 
inſulted with the blaſter f inſolence, or the ſmile 


of forced familiarity. If he wanders abroad, the 
fanctity of his character amply compenſates all 
other diſtinctions; he is ſeldom ſeen but with reve- 


rence, nor heard but with ſubmiſſion. 
It has been remarked, that death, though often 
defied in the field, ſeldom fails to terrify when it 
approaches the bed of ſickneſs in its natural hor- 


ror ; ſo poverty may eaſily be endured, while aſſo- 


' _ ciated with dignity and reputation, but will always 
de ſhunned and dreaded, when it is accompanied 
 vith ignominy and contempt. 
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Nun. 203. TutsDay, Feb. 25, 1752. 


Cum wolet illa dies, que nil niſi corporis hujus 

Jus habet, incerti ſpalium mihi fimat avi. 

Come ſoon or late, death's undetermin'd day, 
This mortal being only can decay. 


Ovip. 


WersrEp. 


T ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeek all his 
conſolations in futurity. The time preſent is 
&ldem able to fill deſire or imagination with im- 
mediate enjoyment, and we are forced to ſupply its 
deficiencies by recollection or anticipation. | 
Every one bas fo often detected the fallaciouſ- 
neſs of hope, and the inconvenience of teaching 
himſelf to expect what a thouſand accidents may 
preclude, that, when time has abated the confi- 
dence with which youth ruſhes out to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of the world, we endeavour, or wiſh, to find 
entertainment in the review of life, and to repoſe. 
upon rcal ſacts and certain experience. This is. 
| perhaps one reaſon, an.ong many, why age delights. 
in narratives. „ 1 . 
But ſo full is the world of calamity, that every 
ſource of pleaſure is polluted, and every retirement. 
of tranquillity diſturbed. When time has ſupplied 
us with events ſufficient to employ opr thoughts, it 
has nivvled them with fo many diſaſters, that we 
ſhrink from their remerr brance, dread their intruſion 
upon our minds, and fy from them as from enemies 
that purſue us with torture. ] os 
No man poſt the middle point of life can fit 
_ down to fealt upon the pleaſures of youth without 
finding the banquet imbittered by the cup- of ſor- 
Tow; he may 1evive lucky accidents and pleaſing 
extravagancies; many days of harmleſs frolick, or 
3 „„ nights 
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nights of honeſt feſtivity, will perhaps recur; or, 


it he has been engaged in ſcenes of action, and 
acquainted with attairs of difficulty and viciſſitudes 
of fortune, he may en'oy the nubler pleaſure of 


looking back upon diltrels firmly ſupported, dan- 
gers reſolutely encountered, and oppolition artfully 
defeated. Mneas properly cointorts his compa— 
nions, when after the hucrors of a ſtorm they have 
landed on an unknown and def late country, with 
the hope that their miſeries will be at ſome diſtant 


time recounted with delight. There are few higher 


gratifications than that ot reflection on ſurmounted 


evils, when they were not incurred nor protracted 


by our fault, and neither reproach us with coward- 
ice nor guilt, 

But this felicity is almoſt always abated by the 
reflection, that they, with whom we ſhould be 


moſt pleaſed to ſhare it, are now in the grave. A 
| few years make fuch havock in human genera- . 


tions, that we foon fee ourſelves deprived of thoſe 
with whom we entered the world, and whom the 


participation of pleaſures or fatigues had endeared 
to our remembrance. The man of enterprize re- 
counts his adventures and expedients, but is forced, 
at the cloſe of the relation, to pay a ſigh to the 


names of thole that contributed to his ſucceſs ; he 
that pailes his life among the gayer part of man- 


kind, has his remembrance {tored with remarks. 


and repartees of wits, waoſe fprightlineſs and mer- 


riment are now loſt in perpetual ſilence; the trader, 
Whoſe induſtry has ſupplied the want of inherit- 


ance, repines in ſolitary plenty at the abſence of 
companions, with whom he had planned out 


amuſ-ments for his latter years; and the ſcholar, 


whole merit, alter a long leries of ctforts, raiſes 


him 
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him from obſcurity, looks round in vain from his 
exaltation for his old friends or enemies, whoſe ap- 
plauſe or mortification would heighten his triumph. 
Among Martial's requiſites to happineſs is, Res 
non parta labore, ſed relifta, an eſtate not gained by 
induſtry, but left by inheritance. It is neceſſary to 
the completion of every good, that it be timely ob- 
tained ; for whatever comes at the cloſe of life, will 
eome too late to give much delight; yet all human 
happineſs has its defects. Of what we do not gain 
for ourſelves we have only a faint and imperfect 
fruition, becaufe we cannot compare the difference 
between want and poſſeſſion, or at leaſt can derive” 
from it no conviction of our own abilities, nor any 
Increaſe of ſelf-eſteem ; what we acquire by bravery 
or ſcience, by mental or corporal diligence, comes j 
at laſt when we cannot communicate, and therefore 
cannot enjoy it. LR, T6 | 
Thus every period of life is obliged to borrow 
its happineſs from the time to come. In youth |! 
we have nothing paſt to entertain us, and in age, 
we derive little from retroſpect but hopeleſs ſorrow. 
et the future likewiſe has its limits, which the 
imagination dreads to approach, but which we ſee 
to be not far diſtant. The loſs of our friends and 
companions impreſſes hourly upon us the neceſſity 
of our own departure :. we Lo that the ſchemes * 
_ of man are quickly at an end, that we muſt ſoon lie 
down in the grave with the forgotten multitudes of 
former ages, and yield our place to others, who, like ; 
us, ſhall be driven awhile, by hope or fear, about 
the ſurface of the earth, and then like us be loſt in 
the ſhades of death. 5 5 ö 
Beyond this termination of our material exiſt- 
ence, we are therefore obliged to extend our * 1 
N R 2 | 
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and almoſt every man indulges his imagination 
with ſomething, which 1s not to happen till he has 
changed his manner of being: ſome amuſe them- 
felves with entails and fettlements, provide for the 
perpetuation of famihes and honours, or contrive to 
obviate the diſſipation of the fortunes, which it has 
been their buſineſs to accumulate; others, more 
rehncd or exalted, congratulate their own hearts 
upon the future extent of their reputation, the re- 
verence of diſtant nations, and the gratitude of un- 
: prejudiced poſterity. : 
hey whoſe ſouls are ſo chained down to coffers 
: and tenements, that they cannot conceive a ſtate 
in which they ſhall look upon them with leſs ſolici- 
tude, are ſeldom attentive or flexible to arguments; 
1 but the votaries of fame are capable of reflection, 
and, therefore, may be called to. conſider the 
probability of their expectations 
Whether to be remembered in remote times be 
worthy of a wiſe man's with, has not yet been 
} fatisfactorily decided; and, indeed, to be long re- 
| membered, can happen to ſo ſmall a number, that 
the bulk of mankind has very little intereſt in the 
gqueſtion. There is never room in the world for 
more than a certain quantity or meaſure of renown. 
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The neceſſary buſineſs of life, the immediate plea- 
ſures or pains of every condition, leave us not leiſure 


beyond a fixed proportion for contemplations which 
doc not forcibly influence our preſent welfare. When 
: this vacuity is filled, no characters can be admitted 
; Into the circulation of fame, but by occupying the. 
| place of ſome that mult be thruſt into oblivion. The 
eye of the mind, like that of the body, can only ex 
tend its view to new objects, by loſing ſight of 
thoſe which are now before it. N 


Reputation 
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Reputation is therefore a meteor which blazes 
a white ard diſappears for ever; and if we except 
a few tranſcendent and invincible names, Which no 
revolution of opinion or length of time is able to 


ſuppreſs; all thoſe that engage our thoughts, or 


dive: ſiſy our converſation, are every moment haſt- 
Ing to obſcurity, as new favourites arc adopted by 
fathion. 

It is not therefore from this world, that any ray 


of comfort can proceed, to cheer the gloom of the 


laſt hour. Put furvrity has {till its profp:&s; 
there 1s yet happine's in reſerve, which, if we wand. 
fer our attention to if, will ſupphrt eus in the pains 


of diſeaſe, and the languor of decay. This hap- 
pineſs we ay expect with confidenc., bscauſe it is 


out of the power of chanc , and may be attained by 


all that ſincerely deſire and earneitly purſue it. On 


this thereforc every mind ought finally to re{t. Hope 


is the chief bleſling of man, and that hope only is 
: as, of which we are certain that 1 cannot 


5 deceive W. 
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length, Seged, thy toils are at an end; 
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e tas, and thy 
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NuMB. 204. SATURDAY, fc. 29, 1752. 


Nemo tam dives habit fawventes, 


Cra/. num ut fo fit ibi polizcert. SE NECA. 


Of heav'u's protection who can be 
So conndent tO Utter this 


To morrow I will ſpend in blifs, F. LEWIS. 


EG EP, lord of Ethiopia, to the inhabitants of 
the world: Lo the ſons of profumption, humility 


and fear; and to the daughters of * rreu, content 


and acquieſcence. 
Thus, in the twenty-ſcven th year of his reign, 


ſpoke Seged, the monarch of forty nations, the 


diſtributer of the waters of the Nile: „ At 


cc cd dm, thou haſt ſuppreſſed re- 


bellion, thou halt pacihed the jcalouſies of thy 
c«c 


«c 


« enemics. 


All who have offended thee, tremble 
in thy preſence, and wherever thy voice is 
heal, it is obeyed. Thy throne is ſurrounded 


«Cc 


« by armies, numerous __ the locuſts of the ſum- 
tlie blaſts ol peltilence. 


and reſt ticks us 
magazines are ſtored with ammunition, 
thy FB aſvries overflow with the tribute of con- 
quered kingdoms. Plenty waves upon thy 
hc:ds, and opulence glitters in thy cities. T hy 
rod is as the earthquake that {hakes the monn- 
{mile as the dawn of the vernal 


88 Vin 


«c 


ic 


40 


«c day. 


10 


the ſong of praiſe, and 
thy path perfumed by the breath of. benedic- 


„tion. 


40 


thou haſt 


courtiers, thou haſt chaſed war from thy con- 
fines, and erected fortreſſes in the lands of thy 


In by bard is the ſtrength of thouſands, 
and thy h alth is the health of millions. L by 
4 pa) lace is glad: lencd by 
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« tion. Thy ſubjects gaze upon thy greatneſs, 
ce and think of danger or miſery no more. Why, 
cc Seged, wilt not thou partake the bleſſings thou 
< beſtoweſt? Why thouldtt thou only forbear to 
4 xejoice in this general felicity? Why ſhould thy 
« face be clouded with anxiety, when the meaneit 
cc of thoſe who call thee ſovereign, gives the day to 
« feſtivity, and the night to peace? At length, 
<< Seged, reflect and be wife. What is the gift of 
«© conquelt but ſafety, why are riches collected but 
« to purchaſe happineſs ?” ED | 

| Seged then ordered the houſe of pleaſure, built 


La 


in an iſland of the lake Dambea, to be prepared 


for his reception. I will retire,” fayshe, for ten 
days from tumult and care, from counſels and 


4 decrees. Long quiet is not the lot of the go- 


« yernors of nations, but a ceflation of ten days 
«© cannot be denied me. This ſhort interval of 
c happineſs may ſurely be ſecured from the inter- 
« ruption of fear or perplexity, ſorrow or diſap- 
« pointment. I will exclude all trouble from my 
« abode, and remove from my thoughts what- 
« ever may confuſe the harmony of the concert, 


« gr abate the ſweetneſs of the banquet. I will 
fill the whole capacity of my ſoul with enjoy- 
„ ment, and try what it is to live without a win 


« unſatisfied. 


In a few days the orders were performed, and 


Seged haſted to the palace of Dambea, which ſtood 
in an iſland cultivated only tor pleaſure, planted 
with every flower that ſpreads its colours to the 


| ſun, and every ſhrub that ſheds fragrance in the 
air. In one part of this extenſive garden, were 
open walks for excurſions in the morning; in an- 
other, thick groves, and ſilent arbours, and bub- 


bling 
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bling fountains for r:poſe at noon, All that could 
ſolace the ſenſe, or latter the fancy, all that in- 
duſtry could exturt from nature, or wealth furniſh to 
art, all that comujuritt could ſeize, or beneficence 
attract, was collected ogether, and every percep- 
tion of delight was excited and gratified. 


N? 204. 


Into this delicious region Seged ſummoned all 
the perſons of his court, who ſeemed eminently 


qualified to receive or communicate pleaſure. His 


call was readily oh yed; the young, the fair, the vi- 


yacious, and the wit y, were all in haſte to be ſated 


with f-licity. They tiled jocund over the lake, 
which ſeem«d to fmovih its ſurface before them: 
Their paſlage was cheered with muſick, and their 


hearts dilated with expectation. - 
Seged landing here with his band of pleaſure, de- 


termined irom that hour to break off all acquaint- 
ance with diſcontent, to give his heart for ten days 


to eaſe and jollity, and then fall back to the com- 


mon ſtate of man, and ſuffer his life to be diverſi- 


fied, as before, with joy and ſorrow. 


He immediately entered his chamber, to con- 


ſider where he thould begin his circle of happineſs. 


He had all the aititis of delight before him, but 
knew not whom to call, ſince he could not enjoy 


one, but by 2 the performance of another. 
He choſe and rejected, he reſolved and changed 


his reſolution, till his faculties were harraſſed, and 


his thoughts confuſed ; then returned to the apart- 


ment where his preſence was expected, with lan- 
| guid eyes and clouded countenance, and fpread 
the infection of uneaſineſs over the whole allem- 


bly. He obſerved their depreſſion, and was of- 


ſended, for he found his vexation increaſed by 
thoſe whom he expected to diflipate and relieve it. 
J . „ 
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He retired again to his private chamber, and ſought 
for 8 in his own mind; one thought 
flowed in upon another; a long ſucceſſion of images 
ſeized his attention; the moments crept imper- 
Ct ptibly away through the gloom of penſiveneſe, 
till having recovered his tranquillity, he lifted u 
his head and ſaw the lake brightened by the ſetting 
ſun. “ Such,” ſaid Seged ſighing, “ is the longeſt 
« day of human exiſtence: before we have earned 
« to uſe it, we Þnd it at an end.” 

The regret which he felt for the loſs of fo great 


a part of his firſt day, took from him all diſpoſi- 


tion to enjoy the evening; and, after having en- 


deavoured, for the ſake of his attendants, to force | 


an air of gaiety, and excite that mirth which he 
could not ſhare, he reſolved to refer his hopes to 
the pext morning, and lay down to partake with 
the ſlaves of labour and poverty the bletling of 
fleep. 


during nine days, ſhould appear in the preſence of 
the king with dejected countenance, or utter any 
expreſſion of diſcen ent or ſorrow, thould be driven 
for ever from the palace of Dambea. 


This edit was immediately made known in 


every char ber of the court and bower”® of the 


dens. Mirth was frighted away, and they Who 
were before dancing in te lawns, or finging in the 


ſhades, were at once ep geged in the care of regu- 
lating their looks, that Scved might ind his will 


punctually obeyed, and ke none among them liable 


| to daniſhment. 
Segel 


e roſe early the 6990053 morning, and 1 
now to be happy. He therefore fixed vpon the gate 
of the palace an (dic, importing, that whoever, 
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Seged now met every face ſettled in a ſmile; but 
a ſmile that betrayed ſolicitude, timidity, and con- 


ftrzint. He accoſted his favourites with familiarity 


and ſoftneſs; but they durſt not ſpeak without 
premeditation, leſt they ſhould be convicted of diſ- 
content or ſorrow. He propoſed diverſions, to which 
no objection was made, becauſe objection would 
have implied uneaſineſs; but they were regarded 
with indifference by the conrtiers, who had no other 
deſire than to ſignalize themſelves by clamorous 
exultation. He offered various topicks of conver- 
ſation, but obtained only forced jeits and laborious 
laughter, and after many attempts to animate his 
train to confidence and alacrity, was obliged to 
confeſs to himſelf the impotence of command, 


and reſign another day to grief and diſappoint- 


ment. V 
He at laſt relieved his companions from their ter- 


tors, and ſhut himſelf up in his chamber to aſcertain, 
by different meaſures, the felicity of the ſucceeding 
days. At length he threw himſelf on the bed, and 
eloſed his eyes, but imagined, in his fleep, that his 
palace and gardens were overwhelmed by an inun- 


dation, and waked with all the terrors of a man 
Rruggling in the water. Fle compoſed himſelf 


again to reſt, but was affrighted by an imaginary 
irruption into his kingdom, and ftriving, as is 
uſual in dreams, without ability to move, fancied 


himſelf betrayed to his enemies 
up with horror and indignation. ”— 
It was now day, and fcar was ſo ſtrongly impreſſ- 
ed on his mind, that he could flecp no more. 


* 


He roſe, but his thoughts were filled with the de- 


luge and invaſion, nor was he able to diſengage his 
attention, or mingle with vacancy and cafe in any 
333 E 2 _ amuſement, 


„and again ſtarted 


_ ; 
re 
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amuſement. At length his perturbation gave way 
to reaſon, and he reſolved no longer to be haraſſed 
by viſionary miſeries; but before this reſolution 
cauld be completed, half the day had elapfed : he 
felt a new conviction of the uncertainty of human 


ſchemes, and could not forbear to bewail the weak- 


neſs of that being, whoſe quuet was to be interrupted 
by vapours of the fancy. Having been firſt diſ- 
turbed by a dream, he afterwards grieved that a 
dream could diſturb him. He at lait diſcovered, 
that his terrors and grief were equally vain, and, 
that to loſe the preſent in lamenting the paſt, was 
voluntarily to protract a melancholy viſion. The 


ſolved to be happy on the morrow. 


third day was now declining, and Seged again re- 


 Npms. 205. Tursbay, March 3, 1752. 

"a Volat ambiguts | 
Nobilis alis hora, nec ulli | 8 5 
Pra ſtat velox fortuna fidemn. SENECA, 


On ſickle wings the minutes haſte, 


And fortune's favours never laſt. F. Lewis. 


fre ſhed with ſleep, m—_ with health, and 


eager with expeCtation. He entered the garden, 


attended by the princes and ladies of his court, and 
ſeeing nothing about him but airy cheerfulneſs, 


began to ſay to his heart, This day ſhall be a 


« day of pleaſure.” The ſun played upon the 


water, the birds warbled in the groves, and the 
gales quivercd among the branches. He roved 


from walk to walk as chance directed him, and 
„ ff 


O N the fourth morning Seged roſe early re- | 


4 
I 


"She le Wert en 


careleſs prattle. 
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| ſometimes liſtened to the ſongs, ſometimes mingled 


with the dancers, ſometimes let looſe his imagina- 


u on in flights of merriment; and ſometimes uttered 


2 reflections and ſententious maxims, and 


feaſted on the admiration with which they were 


received. . 

Thus the day rolled on, without any accident of 
vexation, or intruſion of melancholy thoughts. All 
that beheld him caught gladneſs from his looks, 


and the light of happineſs conterred by himſelf filled 
his heart with ſatisfaction: but having paſſed three 


hours in this harmleſs luxury, he was alarmed 
on a ſudden by an univerſal ſcream among the 


women, and turning back, ſaw the whole atſem- 
| bly flying in confution. A young crocudile had 
rifen out of the lake, and was ranging the garden 


in wantonneſs, or hunger. Seged beheld him with 


indignation, as a diſturber of his felicity, and chaſed 


him back into the lake, but could not perſuade his 


retinue to ſtay, or free their hearts from the terror 
which had ſeized upon them. Lhe princeſſes in- 
cloſed themſelves in the palace, and could yet 


ſcarcely believe themſelves in ſafety. Every atten- 
tion was fixed upon the late danger and eſcape, and 
no mind was any longer at leiſure for gay ſallies ot 


Seged had now no other employment than to con- 
template the innumerable caſualties which lie in 
ambuſh on every fide to intercept the happineſs of 
man, and break in upon the hour of delight and 
tranquillity. He had, however, the conſolation of 
thinking, that he had not been now diſappointed by 
his own fault, and that the accident which had blaſt- 
el the hopes of the day, might eaſily be prevented 


VVV 


by future caution. 
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That he might provide for the pleaſure of the 
next morning, he reſolved to repeal his penal edict, 
ſince he had already found that diſcontent and me- 
lancholy were not to be frighted away by the threats 
of authority, and that pleaſure would only reſide 
where ſhe was exempted from control. He there- 
fore invited all the companions of his retreat to 
unbounded pleafantry, by propoſing prizes for thoſe 
who ſhould, on the following day, diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by any feſtive performances; the tables 
of the antechamber were covered with gold and 
pearls, and robes and garlands decreed the rewards 
of thoſe who could refine elegance or heighten 

leaſure. „ „ 

At this diſplay of riches every eye immediately 


ſparkled, and every tongue was buſied in celebrating 
the bounty and magnificence of the emperor. But 


when Scged entered, in hopes of uncommon enter- 


tainment from univerſal emulation, he found that 
any paſſion too ſtrongly agitated, puts ah end to 
that tranquillity which is neceifary to mirth, and 
that the mind, that is to be moved by the gentle 
ventilations of gaiety, muſt be firſt tmoothed by a 


total calm. Whatever we ardently with to gain, 
we mull in the ſame degree be afraid to loſe, and fear 
and pleaſure cannot.dwell together. 


All was now care and folicitude. Nothing was 
done or ſpoken, but with fo viſible an endeavour at 


perfection, as always failed to delight, though it 


ſometimes forced admiration: and Seged could not 

but obſerve with ſorrow, that his prizes had more 
influence than himſelf. As the evening approached, 
the conteſt grew more earneſt, and thole who Were 
forced to allow tbemſelves exce!led, began to diſco- 


ver the malignity of deſcat, firſt by angry glances, 


and 
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and at lait by contemptuous murmurs. Seged like- 
wiſe ſhared the anxicty of the day, for conſidering 
himſelf as obliged to diltribute with exact juſtice 
| the prizes which had been ſo zealoully ſought, he 
durſt never remit his attention, but paſſed his time 
upon the rack of doubt in balancing different Kinds 
of merit, and adjuſting the claims of all the com- 
titors. 

At laſt, knowing that no exactneſs could ſatisfy 
| thoſe whole hopes lie ſhould difappoint, and thinking 

that on a day fet apart for happinefs, it would be 

cruel to oppreſs any heart with forrow, he declared 

that all had pleaſed him alike, and difmilicd all with 
preſents of equal value, 

Seged ſoon ſaw that his caution had not been abie 
to avoid offence. They who had believed them- 
ſelves ſecure of the higheſt prizes, were not pleaſed 
to de levelled with the crowd ; and though, by the 

liberality of the king, they received more than his 
promiſe had entitied them to expect, they departed 
unſatisfied, becauſe they were honoured with no 
diltinclion, and wanted an opportunity to triumph 
in the mortification of their opponents. Behold 
here,“ ſaid Seged, © the condition of him who 
places his happincts in the happineſs of others.” 
He then retired to meditate, and, while the cour- 
tiers were repining at his diftributions, law the 
faith ſun go down in diſcontent. 

The next dawn renewed his reſolution to be 
happy. But having learned how little he could 
effect by ſettled ſchemes or preparatory meaſures,.. 
| he thought it beſt to give up one day entirely to 
chance, and left every one to . and de n 

his own way. | 
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This relaxation of regularity diffuſed a general 
complacence through the whole court, and the 
emperor imagined, that he had at Jaſt found the 
ſecret of obtaining an interval of felicity. But as 
he was roving in this carelefs aſſembly with equal 
careleſneſs, he overheard one of his courtiers in a 


cloſe arbour murmuring alone: What merit has 


« Seged above us, that we ſhould thus fear and 
„ obey him, a man, whom, whatever he may 
« have formerly performed, his luxury now fhews 
« to have the fame weakneſs with ourfclves,” 


This charge affected him the more, as it was ut- 


tered by one whom he had always obſerved among 
the moſt abject of his flatterers. At firfi his indig- 
nation prompted him to ſeverity; but reflecting, 
that what was ſpoken, without intention to by 
| heard, was to be conſidered as only thought, and 
was perhaps but the ſudden burſt of caſual and 


temporary vexation, he invented ſome decent pre- 


tence fo dd him away, that his retreat might not 
be tainted with the breath of envy, and af 
ſtruggle of deliberation was paſt, and all deſire of 


revenge utterly ſuppreſſed, paſſed the evening not 


only with tranquillity, but triumph, though none 
bu hiniſelf was conſcious of the victory. 


Tie remembrance of this clemency cheered the 


beginning of the ſeventh day, and nothing hap- 


_ pened tO diſturb the pleafure of Seged, till looking 


on the tree that ſhaded him, he recollected, that 
under a tree of the ſame kind he had pailed the 
ent after his defeat in the kingdom of Gotama. 


"The reflection on his loſs, his diſhonour, and the 
miſeries which his ſubjects ſuffered from the inva- 

der, filled him with ſadneſs. At laſt he ſhook off 

the weight of ſorrow, and began to ſolace himſelf 
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with his uſual pleaſures, when his tranquillity was 


again diſturbed by jealouſies which the late conteſt 


for the prizes had produced, and which, having in 
vain tried to pacify them by perſuaſion, he was 


forced to ſilence by command. 
On the eighth morning Seged was awakened early 


by an unufual hurry in the apartments, and enquir- 
ing the cauſe, was told that the princeſs Balkis was 


feized with ſickneſs. He rofe, and calling the phy- 
ſicians, found that they had little hope of her reco- 
very. Here was an end of jollity : all his thoughts 


were now upon his * whoſe eyes he cloſed 
on the tenth 


Such were the days which Seged of _ had 
appropriated to a ſhort reſ piration from the 


_ * a » : . 


Nuns. 206. SATURDAY, March 7, 27523. 


Propoſiti nondum pudet, atque eadem eft mens, ne 
Ut bona ſumma putes, aliend vi vere quadrd, Ju. 


But harden'd by affronts, and till the ſame, 

Loſt to all ſenſe of honour and of fame, 
Thou yet canſt love to haunt the great man's board, 

And think no ſupper good but with a lord. 


H EN Diogenes was once aſked, what kind 
of wine he liked heſt? he arffwered, « That 
_* which is drunk at the coſt of others.” 5 ; : 
Though the character of Diogenes has never. 
: excited any general zeal of imitation, there are 


M4: 


atigues 
of war and the cares of government. This narra- 
tive he has bequeathed to future generations, that 
| no man hereafter may pre ſume to lay,“ This day 

1 thall be 8885 of * ” 
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many who reſemble him in his taſte of wine; 
many who are frugal, though not abſteminus ; 
whoſe appetites, though tov powerful for reaſon, 
are kept under reſtraint by avarice ; and to whom 
all delicacies loſe their flavour, when they cannot 
be obtained but at their own expence. 

Nothing produces more ſingularity of manners 
and inconſtancy of lite, than the conflict of oppo- 
ſite vices in the ſame mind. He that uniformly 

purſues any purpole, whether good or bad, has a 
ſettled principle of action; and as he may always 
find affoeiutes who are travelling the fame way, is 

countenanced by example, and ſheltered in tie 
multitude; but a man, actuated at once by diffe- 
rent deſires, muſt move in a direction peculiar 19 
himſelf, nd ſuffer that reproach which we are natu- 
rally inclined to beſtow on thole who deviate from 
the reſt of the world, even without enquiring Whe- 
ther they are worſe or better. 
Vet this conflict of defires ſometimes produces 


won: lerful efforts. To riot in far-fetched diſhes, 


r furjett with unex} wfted variety, and yet prac- 


iſe the moſt rigid economy, is ſurely an art which 
may juitly draw the eyes of mankind upon them 
whoſe may or judgment has enabled them to 


attain it. Io him, indeed, who is content to 
break open the cheits, or mortgage the manors of 
his anceitors, that he may hire the miniſters of 


excels at the higheſt price, gluttony 1 is an eaſy ſei- 
ence; yet we often hear the votaries of luxury 
boaſting of the W which they owe to the 
taſte of eth: ers, relating with rapture the ſucceſſion 


of diſhes with which their cooks and caterers ſup- 


ply them; and expecting their ſhare of praiſe with 
the diſcoverers of: arts ard the CIViI1 ers of nations. 


But 
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But to ſhorten the way to convivial happineſs, by 
eating without coſt, 1s a ſecret hitherto in tew hands. 
but which certainly deſerves the curioſity of thoſe 
whoſe principal enjoyment 1s their dinner, and who. 
ſee the ſun riſe with no other hope than that they 
ſhall fill their bellies before it ſets. 

Of them that have within my knowledge at- - 
tempted this ſcheme of happineſs, the greater part 
have been immediately obliged to deſiſt; and ſome, 
whom their frit attempts flattered with fucc els, were: 
reduced by degrees to a fe tables, from which they 
were at laſt chaſed to make way for others; and 
having long habituated themſelves to ſpcrfiuous. 
plenty, growled away their latter years in diſcon- 
tented competence. 

None enter the regions of luxury with higher 
expectations than men of wit, who imagine, that 
they ſhall never want a welcome to that company. 
whoſe ideas they can enlarge, or whoſe Imagina- 
tions they can elevate, and believe themſelves able 

to pay for their wine with the mirth witch it qua- 
lifies them to produce. Full of this opinion, they 
crowd with little invitation, wherever the ſmell of 

2 feait allures them, but are ſeldom encouraved to 
repeat their viſits, being dreaded by the pert as 
rivals, and hated by the dull as diſturbers of the 5 
company. | | 

No man has been > happy in gaining in keep- 
ing the privil-ge of living at luxurious - houſes as 
Gulotulus, who, atter thirty years cf. contin ual 
- Tereiry, has now eft: blithed, by uncontroverte 
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preſeri; tion, his claim to partake ot e. /ery cuter- 
tainment, and whole prefence they who afpire to 
the praiſe 0! a ſumptuous table ace careful to pro- 
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cure on a day of 1 by ſending the invi- 
tation a fortnight before. . . 
Guloſulus entered the world without any emi- 
nent degree «f merit; but was careful to frequent 
houſes where perſons of rank reſorted. By being 
often ſeen, he became in time known; and from 
fitting in the ſame room, was ſuffered to mix in 
idle converſation, or aſſiſted to fill up a vacant 
hour, when better amuſement was not readily to 
de had. From the coffee-houſe he was ſometimes 
taken away to dinner; and as no man refuſes the 
acquaintance of him whom he fees admitted to 
familiarity by others of equal dignity, when he 
had been met at a few tables, he with leſs diffi- 
culty found the way to more, till at laſt he was 
regularly expected to appear wherever preparations 
are made for a feaſt, within the circuit of his ac- 
quaintance. | 5 


When he was thus by accident initiated in 


luxury, he felt in himſelf no inclination to retire 
from a life of ſo much pleafure, and therefore 
very ſeriouſly conſidered how he might continue 


it. Great qualities, or uncommon accomplith- 
ments, he did not find neceſlary ; for he had al- 


ready ſeen that merit rather eniorc:s reſpect than 
attracts fondneſs; and as he thought no folly 


greater than that of loſing a dinner ior any other 
atification, he often congratulated himfelf, that 


e had none of that diſguſting excellence which 


. awe upon greatneſs, and condemns its 


poſſeſſors to the ſociety of thoſe who are wife or 
brave, and indigent as themſelves. _ 
_ Guloſulus having never allotted much of his 


time to books or meditation, had no opinion in 
_ philoſophy or politicks, and was not in danger of 
I Men 1 8 injuring 
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injuring his intereſt by dogmatical poſitions or 
+tolent conttadiction. if a diſpute aroſe, he took 
eare to liſten with carneſt attention; and when 
either ſpeaker grew vehement and loud, turned 
towards him with eager quickneſs, and uttered 
a ſhort phraſe of admiration, as if ſurpriſed by fuch 
cogency of argument as he had never known be- 
fore. By this filent conceſſion, he generally pre- 


| ferved in either controvertiſt ſuch a conviction of 


his own ſuperiority, as inclined him rather to pity 
than irritate his adverſary, and prevented thofe out- 
ages which are ſometimes produced by the rage of 
defeat, or petulance of triumph. . 
Guloſulus was never embarraſfed but when he 
was required to declare his ſentiments before he 
had been able to diſcover to which fide the maſter of 
the houſe inclined, for it was his invariable rule to 
adopt the notions of thoſe that invited him. | 
It will ſometimes happen that the inſolence of 
wealth breaks into contemptuouſneſs, or the tur- 
dulence of wine requires a vent; and Guloſulus 
feldom fails of being fingled out on fuch emergen- 


cies, as one on whom any experiment of ribaldry 
may be ſafely tried. Sometimes his lordſhip finds 


himſelf inclined to exhibit a ſpecimen of raillery 


for the diverſion of his gueſt, and Guloſulus always 


ſupplies him with a ſubject of merriment. But he 


| has learned to conlider rudenefs and indignities as 
familiarities that entitle him to greater freedom: 
he comforts himſelf, that thoſe who treat and in- 


ſult him pay for their laughter, and that he keeps 


his money while they enjoy their jeſt. 
His chief policy conliſts in ſelecting ſome diſh 
from every courſe, and recommending it to the 
company, with an air ſo deciſive, that no one ven- 
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tures to contradict him. By this practice he ac- 
quires at a feaſt a kind of dictatorial au hority ; his 
taſte becomes the ſtandard of pickles and ſeaſoning, 
and he is venerated by the profeſſors of epicuriſm, 
as the only man who underſtands the nicetics of 
cookery. | Es 
Whenever a new ſauce is imported, or any in- 
novation made in the culinary ſyſtem, he pro- 
cures the earlieſt intelligence and the moſt au- 
thentick reccipt; and by communicating his know- 
ledge under proper injunctions of fecrecy gains a 
right of taſting his own dith whenever it is pre— 
pared, that he may tell whether his directions have 
bw fully underſtood. wo 
By this method of life Guloſulus has ſo impreſſed 
on his imagination the dignity of feaiting, that he has 
no other topick of talk or ſubject of meditation. 
His calendar is a bill of fare; he meaſures the year 
by ſucceſſive dainties. The only common places 
of his memory are his meals; and if you aſk him 
at what time an event happened, he conſiders whe- 
ther he heard it after a dinner of turbot or veniſon. 
He knows, indced, that thoſe who value themſelves 
upon ſenſe, learning, or piety, fpcak of him with 
contempt; but he confidcrs them as wretches en- 
_ vious or ignorant, who do not know his happinels, 
or with to ſupplant him; and declares to his friends, 
that he is fully ſatisfied with his own conduct, 
ſince he has fed every day on twenty diſhes, and 
| yet doubled his eſtate. — 5 
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NumB. 207. Tutsbay, March 10, 1752. 


Solve ſeneſcentem mature ſanus equum, ne 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus. Hor, 


The voice of reaſon cries with w nning force, 
Looſe trom the rapid car your aged horte, 


Left, in the race deriled, left behind, 
He drag his jaded limbs acid burſt his wind. FRANCIS, 


UCH is the emptineſs of human enjoyment, 
that we are aiways impatient of the preſent. 
Attainment is followed by neglect, and poſſeſſion 
by diſguit; and the malicious remark of the Greek 
epigrammatiſt on marriage may be Pon” to every 
other courſe of life, that its two days of happineſs, 
are the firſt and the lalt. 
Few moments are more pleaſing than thoſe in 
which the mind is concerting m-:afures for a new 
undertaking. From the brit hint that wakens 
the fancy, till the hour of actual ex-cution, all 
is improvement and progreſs, *riumph and feli- 
city. Every hour brings additions to the original 
ſcherac, ſuggeits ſome new + expedient to ſecure 
| ſuccets, or Avers conſequential advantages not 
| hitherto foreſeen. While preparations are ” made, 
and materials accumulated, day glides after day 
through el ſian proſpects, and the Nan dances to 
the long o hope. | 
Such is the pleaſure of projecting, that many 
content themſelves with a ſucceſſion of viſtonary 
ſch-mes, and wear out their allotted time in the 
calm amuſement of contriving what they never at- 
tempt or hope to execute. 
Others, not able to feaſt their i imagination with 
pure * advance ſomewhat nearer to the gon 
| neſs 
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neſs of action, with great diligence collect whatever 
is requiſite to their deſign, and, after a thouſand 
reſearches and conſultations, are ſnatched away by 
death, as they ſtand in procintu waiting for a pro- 
per opportunity to begin. 

If there were no other end of life, than to 
find ſome adequate folace for every day, I know 
not whether any condition would be preferred to 
that of the man who involves himſelf in his own 
thoughts, and never ſuffers experience to ſhew 
him the vanity of ſpeculation; for no fooner are 


notions reduced to practice, than tranquillity and 
confidence forſake the breaſt; every day brings 


ns taſk, and often without bringing abilities to 
perform it: difficulties embarraſs, uncertainty 
perplexes, oppolition retards, cenſure exaſperates, 
or neglect depreſſes. We proceed, becaufe we 
have begun; we complete our deſign, that the 


labour already fpent may not be vain: but as 


expectation gradually dies away, the gay ſmile of 
alacrity difappears, we are compelled to implore 


feverer powers, and truſt the event to patience and 


_ conſtancy. 


When once our labour has begun, the com- 
fort that enables us to endure it is the proſpect of 
its end; for though in every long work there are 


ſo le joyous intervals of ſelf-applauſe, when the 
attention is recreated by unexpected facility, and 
the imagination ſoothed by incidental excellen- 


cies; yet the toil with which performance ſtrug- 


gles after idea, is ſo irkfome and diſguſting, and 
1o frequent is the neceifity of reſting below that 


perfection which we imagined within our reach, 
that feldom any man obtains more from his en- 
deavours than a painful conviction of his m— 
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and a continual reſuſcitation of defires which he. 


feels himſelf unable to gratity. 1 — ee 
80 certainly is wearinefs the concomitant of 
our undertakings, that every man, in whatever fe 
is engaged, conſoles himfelf with the hope of 
change; if he has made his way by afliduity to 
publick employment, he talks among his friends 
of the delight of retreat; if by the neceffity of 


ſolitary application he is {-cluded from the world, 


he liitens with a beating heart to diſtant noiſes, 
longs to mingle with living beings, and reſolves to 
take hereafter his fill of diverlions, or difplay his 


abilities on the univerſal! theatre, and enjoy the 


pleaſure of diſtinction and »pplaulc. | 


Every deſire, however innocent, grows dan- 


gerous, as by long indulgence it becomes aſcend- 


ent in the mind. When we have been much ac- 
cuſtomed to conſider any thing as capable of giving 


happineſs, it is not eaſy to feitrain our ardour, or 
to forbear ſome precipitation in gur advances, anu 


irregularity in our purfnits. He that has culti. 
_ vated the tree, watched the ſwelling bud and open- 
ing bloſſom, and pleaſed himiclt with computing 


how much every fun and ſhower add to its growth, 


ſcarcely ſtays till the fruit has cbraincd its maturity, 
but defeats his own cares by eagernefs to reward 
them. When we have diligently Iaboured for 
any purpoſe, we are willing to believe that we 


have attained it, and, becauſe we have already done 


much, too ſuddenly conclude that no more is to be 
—_— e „„ 5 „ 
All attraction is increaſed by the approach of 
the attracting body. We never find ourſelres ſo 
deſirous to finiſh, as in the latter part of ou. 
work, or ſo impatient of delay, as when we 
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know that delay cannot be long. Thus unſea— 
ſonable importunity of diſcontent may be partly 
imputed to languor and wearineſs, which muſt al- 
ways oppreſs thoſe more whole toil has been longer 
continued; but the greater part uſually proceeds 
from frequent contemplation of that eaſe which is 
now coniidered as within reach, and which, when 
it has once flaitered our hopes, we cannot ſuffer to 
be withheld. | 

In ſome of the nobleſt compoſitions of wit, 
the concluſion falls below the vigour and ſpirit 
of the firit books; and as a genius is uot to be 
_ degraded by the imputation of human failings, 
the cauſe of this declenſion is commonly fought 
in the ſtructure of the work, and plauſible rea- 

ſons are given why in the defective part leſs orna- 
ment was neceſſary, or leſs could be admitted. 
But, perhaps, the author would have confeiſed, that 
his fancy was tired, and his perſeverance broken; 
that he knew his deſign to be unfiniſhed, but that, 
when he ſaw the end ſo near, he could no longer 
reſuſe to be at reſt. + )) 3 

Againſt the inſtillations of this frigid opiate, | 
the heart ſhould be ſecured by all the confidera- 
tions Which once concurred to kindl: the ardour 
of enterpriſe. Whatever motive firſt incited ac- 
tion, has ſtill greater force to flimulate perſeve- 
rance; fince he that might have lain ſtill at firſt 
in blaweleſs obſcurity, cannot afterwards deſiſt but 
with infamy and reproach. He, whom a doubt- 
ful promiſe of diſtant good could encourage to 
ſet difficulties at dehance, ought not to remit his 
vigour, when he has almolt obtained his recom-. 
pence. To faint or loiter, when only the laſt. 
efforts are required, is to ſteer the ſhip through 
e 8 e SN e tempeſts, 
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ten pee and abandon it to the winds in ſight of 
land + is to break the ground and ſcatter the ſced, 
and at laſt to neglect the harveſt, _.. 

The maſters of rhetoriek direct, that the moſt 
forcible argmients be produced in the latter part of 
an oration, leſt they ſhould be etfaced or perplexed 
by ſupervenient images. This precept may be 
juiily extended to the ferics of life: nothing is 
ended with honour, which does not conch:de bet- 
ter than it began, Tt is not ſufficient to maintain 
the firſt vigour; for excellence loſes its effect upon 
the mind by cuſtom, as light after a time ceaſes 10 
dazzle, Admiration muſt be contimied by that 
novelty which tirſt produced it, and how much fo- 


ever is given, there muſt always be reaſon to imagine 


that more remains. 5 5 
We not only are molt ſenſible of the laſt im- 


_ preſfions, but ſuch is the unwillingneſs of mankind 


to admit tranſcendent merit, that, though it be dif- 


ficult to obliterate the reproach of ag Ws, 4" by 
any ſubſequent atchievement, however illu: 


rious, 
yet the reputation raited by a og train of ſucceſs, 
_ be finally ruined by a tingle failure; for weak- 
nels or error will be always remembered by that 


_ malice and envy which it gratifies. 


For the prevention of that difarace, which laſſt- 


tude and negligence may bring at laſt upon the 
greateſt periormances, it is neceiſary to proportion 
carefully our labour to our ffrength. If the deſign 
compriſes many parts, equally effential, and there- 
fore not to be ſeparated, the only time for caution 
is before we engage; the powers of the mind muſt 


be then impartially eſtimated, and it muſt be re- 
membered, that not to complete the plan, is not to 
%% mop prod ve ml Mm | „ 
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have begun it; and that nothing is done, while any 


| thing rs omitted. | 


But, if the taſk conſiſts in the repetition of ſingle 
acts, no one of which derives its efficacy from the 
reſt, it may be attempted with leſs fcruple, becauſe 
there is always opportunity to retreat with honour. 
The dangez ly, leſt we expect from the world 
the indulgence with which molt are diſpoſed to treat 


_ themſelves; and in the hour of liſtleſneſs imagine, 


that the diligence of one day will atone for the 
idlenefs of another, and that applauſe begun by 


approbation will be continued by habit. 


e that is himſelf weary will ſoon weary the 
publick. Let him therefore lay down his employ- 


ment, whatever it be, who can no longer exert his 


former activity or attention; let him not endeavour 


10 {truggle with cenſure or obſtinately infeſt ws 


ſtage ti 


a general hiſs commands him to depart. 
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Begone, ye blockheads, eraclitus cries, 

And leave my labours to the learn'd and wiſe 
By wit, by knowledge, ſtudious to be read, 

I ſcorn the multitude, alive and dead. 


IME, which puts an end to all human plea- 
1 ſires and {orrows, has likewiſe concluded the 
labours of the RAMBLERN. Having ſupported for 
two years, the anxious employment of a pcri»dical 
writer, and nultiplied my eſſays to four volumes, I 
blave now determined to defiſt. 
Tahe reaſons of this reſolution it is of little im- 
portance to declare, ſince juſtification is unneceſ- 
ſary when no objection is made. I am far from 
ſuppoſing, that the ceffation of my performances 
will raiſe any inquiry, for I have nevr ben, much 
a favourite of the publick, nor can bos thay, in 
the progreſs of my underinking, I rave been ani- 
mated by the rewards of ihe liberal, the careſes of 
_ the great, or the praiſes of the eminent. 
But I have no Gd:lign to gratify pride by ſub- 
miſſion, or malice by lamentation; nor think it 
reuſonable to complain of neglect from hoe 
whoſe regard I never ſolicited. If I have not been 
Gitinguithed by the diſtributors of literary n= 


nours, I have feldom defeend:d to the s by 7 
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teors of faſhion riſe and fall, without any attempt 
to add a moment to their duration. I have never 
complied with temporary curiotity, nor enabled 
my readers to diſcufs the topicx of the day; I 
have rarely exemplihed my ailertions by livin 
characters; in my papers, no man could look 
for cenſures of his enetnies, or pravſes of himſelf; 
and they only were expected to peruſe them, 
whoſe paiſions left them jeiſure for abltracted 


truth, and whom virtue could pleaſe by its naked 


diguity. . | 
Jo ſome, however, I am indebted for encou- 
ragement, and to others for aſtifance, The num- 


der of my friends was never great, but they have 
| been ſuch as would not ſuffer me to think that I was 


writing in vain, and I did not feel much dejection 
from the want of popularity. : 
My obligations having not been frequent, my 


acknowledgments may be ſoon diſpatched. I 
can reſtore to all my correſpondents their produc- 
tions, with little diminution of the bulk of my 


volumes, though not without the loſs of ſome 


P ieces o Which particular honours. have been 


| The parts from which I claim. no other praiſe 


than that of having given them an opportunity of 

_ appearing, are the four billets in the tenth paper, 
the ſecond letter in the fiftcenth, the thirtieth, the 
forty-ſourth, the ninety-feventh, and the hundred 
papers, and the ſecond letter in the hundred and 


ſeventh. 


Having thus deprived myſelf of many excuſes 
which candour might have admitted for the in- 
equality of my compoſitions, being no longer 

able to allege the neceſſity of gratiſy ing corre- 

Ea = „„ e | ſpondents, 
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ſpondents, the importunity with which publica- 
tion was ſolicited, or obltinacy with which cor- 
rection was rejected, I muſt remain accountable 
for all my faults, and ſubmit, without ſubterfuge, 
to the cenſures of criticiſm, which, however, 


J ſhall not endeavour to ſoften by a formal de- 


precation, or to overbear by the influence of a 
patron. The ſupplications of an author never 


yet reprieved him a moment from oblivion ; and 


though greatneſs. has ſometimes iheltered guilt, 


it can afford no protection to ignorance or dul- 


neſs. Having hitherto attempted only the pro- 
pagation of truth, I will not at laſt violate it 


the confeſſion of terrors which I do not feel: 


having laboured to maintain the dignity of vir- 


tue, I will not now degrade it by the meanneſs of 


dedication. | 55 . 
The ſeeming vanity with which I have ſome- 


times ſpoken of myſelf, would perhaps require an 
apology, were it not extenuated by the example of 


thoſe who have publithed eſſays before me, and 


the privilege which every nameleſs writer has been 


kitherto allowed. © A maik,” ſays Cattiglione, 
« confers a right of acting and ſpeaking with leſs 


„ reſtraint, even when the wearer happens to be 
« known.” He that is diſcovered without his own 


conſent, may claim ſome indulgence, and cannot 
be rigoroutly called to juſtity thoſe {allies or fro- 


licks which his diſguiſe mult prove him defirous to 


J 


But J have been cautious left this offence ſhould = 


be frequently or groſsly committed; for, as one 
of the philoſophers directs us to live with a friend, 
as with one that is ſome time to become an 


enemy, I have always thought it the duty of an 
: 1 | rs anonymous 
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other nations. 
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anonymous author to write, as if he expected to be 


hereafter known. - | 
I am willing to flatter myſelf with hopes, that, 
by collecting theſe papers, I am not preparing, for 


my future lite, either ſhame or repentance. That 


all are happily iinagined, or accurately poliſhed, that 
the ſame tcutime:.ts have not ſometimes recurred, 
or the ſame expreiſions been too frequently repeated, 
J have not confidence in my abilities ſufficient to 


warrant. He that condemns himſelf to compoſe 
on a ſtated day, will often bring to his taſk an at- 


tention di ſſipated, a memory embarraſſed, an ima- 
gination overwhelmed, a mind diſtracted with 


anxieties, a body languiſhing with difeaſe : he will 
labour on a barren topick, till it is too late to change 


it; or, in the ardour of invention, diffuſe his thoughts 


into wild exuberance, which the preſſing hour of 
publication cannot ſuffer judgment to examine or 
Whatever ſhall be the final ſentence of mankind, 
I have at leaſt endeavoured to deſerve their kindneſs. 
J have laboured to refine our language to gramma- 

_ tical purity, and to clear it from colloquial bar- 
bariſms, licentious idioms, and irregular combi- 
nations. Something, perhaps, I have added to the 
elegance of its conſtruction, and ſomething to the 
harmony of ins cadence. When common words 
Fd pleaſing to the ear, or lefs diſtinct in their 


fignification, I have familiarized the terms of phi- 
loſophy by applying them to popular ideas, but have 
rarely admitted any word not authorized: by former 
writers; for I believe that whoever knows the 
Engliſh tongue in its preſent extent, will be able to 
expreſs his thoughts without further help from 
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As it has been my principal delign to inculcate 


wiſdom or piety, I have allotted few papers to the 


idle ſports of imagination. Some, perhaps, may 
be found, of which the higheſt excellence is 


harmleſs merriment; but ſcarcely any man is ſo 
ſteadily ſerious as not to complain, that the ſeverity 


of dictatorial inſtruction has been too ſeldom re- 


lieved, and that he is driven by thc ſternneſs of the 


| Rambler's philoſophy to more cheeriul and airy 


companions. | 
Next to the excurſions of fancy are the diſqui- 


ſitions of criticiſm, which, in my opinion, is 


only to be ranked among the ſubordinate and in- 
ſtrumental arts. Arbitrary deciſion and geneaal 


exclamation I have carefully avoided, by aſſerting 


nothing without a reaſon, and eſtabliſhing all m 


principles of judgment on unalterable and evident 


truth. V . 

In the pictures of life I have never been fo 
ſtudious of novelty or ſurprize as to depart 
wholly from all reſemblance; a fault which wri- 


ters deferved'y celebrated frequently commit, that 


they may raiſe, as the occaſion requires, either 
mirth or abhorrence. Some enlargement may be 


allowed to declamation, and ſome exaggeration to 
burleſque; but as they deviate further from reality, 


they become leſs uſeful, becauſe their leſſons will 
fail of application. The mind of the reader is car- 


ried away from the contemplation of his own man- 
ners; he finds in himſelf no likencſs to the phantom 
before him; and though he laughs or rages, is not 


reformed. 


The eſſays profeſſedly ſerious, if I have been 
able to execute my own intentions, will be ound 
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exaaly conformable to the precepts of Chriſtianity, 
without any accommodation to the licentiouſneſs 
and cvity of tte preſent age. I therefore look 
back on this part of my work with pleaſure, which 
no blame or praiſe of man ſhall diminiſh or ang. 
ment. I thall never envy the honours which wit 
and learning obtain in any other cauſe, if I can 
be numbered among the writers who have given 
ardour to virtue, and confidence to truth. 


— , \ P. .. , #/ * 
AuT@y ix nee «Tut, 519 du. 


Celeſtial pow'rs! that piety regard, 
From you =y labours wait Wen laſt rev ure. 


N. B. The Letters d. note TY Holme, the Figures 
the Page. 


A 
BOUZ AID, the dying advice of Morad, 
father, to him, 1v. 162. 
Fe ASTUS, an initance of the commancing influence of 
curioſity, i 111. 266. 
Acriox, dramatick, the laws of it ſtated, and remarked, 
iii. 301. 
Action, neceſſary to the health of the body, and tae 


vigour of the mind, ii. 176. 179. The ſource of c cheer- 
fulneſs and vivacity, 17 8. | 

Appison, Mr, his critical capacity remarked, 11 183. 
229. 232. 

ADMIRATION, and i ignorance, their mutual and recipro- 
cal operation, iii. 178. 

Apvexstty, a ſeaſon fitted toe conv ey the moſt ſalutarx 

and uſeful inſtruction to the mind, lit. 265. The 
appointed infirnment of promoting our virtue and hap- 
_ panels, 26 . 

Ab vier, good, too often diſregarded, ii. 189. The 
cauſes ot this aſſigned, 190. Vanity often the apparent 
motive of giving it, 191. When molt offenſive and 
ineffectual, iii. 295, 


AFFABILITY, the extenſive 1 of this nn | 
quality, ui. 212. 

AFFECTATI1ON, the vanity and folly of indulging it, i. 
121—123. Wherein it properly differs from hy po- 
criſy, 124. The great abſurdity of it expoſed i In the 

character of Gelaſimus, iv. 14. | 

AFFLICTIONS, proper methods of obtaining conſolation 
under them, i. 104. 312. See GRII᷑. 5 

| AcRICU LTURE, its extenſive uſcfulnets conſidered d, iv. 
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Ajvr, his hiſtory, iv. 142—150. 


ALACRITY, the cultivation of it the ſource of perſonal 125 


aud ſocial pleaſure, ii. 112, 113. 
Aliexx, his character, iv. 224. 


ALMAMOULIN, the dying ſpeech of Nouradin, his 


father, to him, iii. 89. His thoughtleſs extravagance, 
9o. Ihe excellent advice which the ſage yu him, 


+» 15 
. her coquetry deſcribed, iv. 121. 
AmB1TION, a quality natural to youth, i. 89. The 

peculiar vanity of it in the lower ſtations of life, ii. 
72, 73s 

Auic 2 his reflections on che deplorable caſe of 8 
tutes, iii. Il. 

Ax USEMENTS, by what regulations they may be ren- 
dered uſeful, 11. 204. 

ANGER, a tumultuous and dangerous paſſion, derived 
from pride, i. 62. Expoſed to contempt and de- 
riſion, 64. he pernicious effects of it, 65, 66. 
The neceſſity of checking and regulating it, 1 

AxxIxCALT and Aj ur, the Greenland lovers, their 
hiſtory, iv. 142—150. 

Ax TRA, her diſagreeable character, i . 205—21 10. | 

APPLICATION, deſultory, injurious to our 1mprove- 
ments in knowledge and virtue, iii. 157. Active and 
diligent, ſtrongly enforced by a view of the ſhortneſs 
and uncertainty of human lite, iii. Os 

ArxcurT10, his character, 1. 162. | 8 

AR1STOTLE, his ſentiments of what is requiſite to the | 

perfection of a tragedy, iii. 197. : 

ASSURANCE, not always connected with abilities, i mh. - 

—— 

 ATHANATUS, his juſt reflections on the near profpect of 

death, ii. 1—7. 5 

_ AuRaxT1vs, his unjuſt and abuſire treatment of Liber- 

alis, iv. 23. 


Anz Zz, a 3 remarks upon ſome impro- 


prieties in it, iii. 120. = 
AvSTERITIES, and mortifications, their uſe i in | religion, 
iii. * 


IND EX. 


Auron, the difficulty of his firſt addrefs, i. 1. By 


what methods he may be introduced with advantage 
to the publich, 3, 4. Otten deluded by the viſionary 
and vain anticipations of happineſs, 10. The neglect 

of him the moſt dreadful mortilication, 17. The 
folly of endeavouring to acquire fame merely by 
writing, 12. Some peculiar diſcouragements to 
which he is expoſed, ibid. His proper taſk is to 
inſt ruct and entertain, 13. Ihe dithculty of executing 
it with advantage, ibid. Incr-alcd by the caprice and 
ill-nature of his readers, ibid. His acquiſition of 
fame difficult, and his poſſeſſion of it precarious, 129. 
The great difference between the productions of the 
ſame author accounted for, 1 32. 

AvTrortTty, the accidental preſcriptions of it often 


confounded with the laws of nature, 111. 300. Paren- 


tal, frequently exerted with rigour, 253. 
Aurnonz, their liter. ry fame Jeſtined to various mea- 


ſures of duration, iii. 3. 243. Their being eſteemed 


Prineipally owing to the influence of curiofity or pride, 
4. Naturally ond of their own productions, ii. 18. 
Many deluded by the vain hopes of acquiring immortal 


reputation, iii. 2. Their proper rank and uſcfulne!s 
in ſociety, 180. 


B 


Ba cox, Fratichs, Lord, his ſeyere reſlection on beau- 


. titul women, i. 230. Was of opinion that his moral 


effays would be oi longer duration than his other 
works, iii. 6. 


Ball LE, his collection of critical deciſions remarked, 
> 2 9. 


Bins vi.x}ss, 8 tlie ellelt of indus . 
tirement, ini. 309. 316. Frequently produced by too 


high an opinion of our own importance, 318. 


EAX TER, Mr. Richard, what incitement he Often urged | 


to the preſent exerc iſe of charity, ii, 98. 
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parative, it. 218. The diſadvantages incident to ſuch 

as are celebrated for it, iii. 147. The folly of anxiety 

and ſolicitude upon account of it, 148. 

BELLARIA, her otter, iv. 166. 

BEN ETI cEN CT, mutual, the great end of ſociety, ii. 
14. The extent and proportion of it to be adjuſted 
by the rules of juſtice, 156. 

BEN-HANN ASE, Rabbi Abraham, his account of the 
power of the * in the detection of incontinence, 


iv. 211. 
BroGRAPHY, a ſpecies of writing entertaining and in- 


ſtructive, ii. 40. By what means it is rendered dil- 


guſt ful and uſeleſs, 39. 


BLuUSTER, ſquire, ſome account of his lia cha- 


racter, iii. 220. 
Bor RHAAux, Dr. Herman, his ſerious reflection on the 


execution of criminals, 111. 49. 


 Borteav, his ſentiments on the Power of diction, 1 ir. 


. 
Bon ASI NE, Mrs. her character, i. 68. 


Booxs, the ſtudy of them not ſufficient to conſtitute lite- | 


rary eminence, iii. 291. 


BorLe, Mr. Robert, philoſophy much improved by his 
diſcoveries, iti. 5. His opinion of the beſt expedients 


for promoting manufactures, iv. 222. 


 Baevirty, on what occaſions it is neceſſary and uſeful in 


aan author, i. 5. 


| BvcoL vs, his account of Mrs. Buſy” $ economical cha- 


racter and conduct, iii. 104. 
Susixkss, the neglect of it fooliſh 4 pernicious, iv. 


117. 


Bus rLx, lady, her character expreſſive of the ative | 


feenes of a country life, i. 305. 


Busy, Mrs. the ——— of ber character, iii. 


9 


Fe Cavzncr, i in poetick 8 conſidered, ii. 23 33. 2 
Canin, her affected difreliſh of the diſpoſitions 2 


conduct of her own ſex * Ul. 56—58. 
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CanTILENGS, his low taſte cenſured, iv. 95. 
Car raren, a legacy-hunter, his hiſtory, iv. 198. 


203. 

Cauriox, ti: connection of it with hope, iii. 871. 

CEnSURE, our ſondneſs for it derived from an imagined 
ſuperiority, i. 7. On what occaſions it becomes 
equitable and luuable, 299. 

CHARKAC N ns, tl. general inclination to copy thoſe of 
other por ſons con ſidered, iv. 7. 

On ARTESS4, her reflections upon the faſhionable follics 
of modiſt. lite, ii. 270—75; 


| cnaxirv, the diſcharge of its duties ſhould be 


regulated and ad julted by the rules ot juſtice, 11. 
155. 

CRARTOHVYLAx, his character, iv. 95. 

CAAx B bs, her di {potion to protuſe expences, iii. 
| 

Curysatus, the ſatal effects of his peevithneſs, iii. 
39. : 

Cicrzo, his. refl-Qions upon the vanity of trani:- 
tory applauſe, iii. 75. His remarks upon the un- 
portance of being acquainted with paſt tranſactions, 
290. ; 

nen Edward Hyde, earl of. the pecoliar ex- 
ccLency of his Hiſtory of the Rebellion, ili. 14. 


Cr rouvr us, his maxim on the excellence of mediocrity, 5 


1. 229. 
ne her letter concerning gaming, i. 88—92. | 
Coup x, critical remarks upon the manner of compoſing | 
it, i. 119. 
CoMMENnDATION, falſe claims to it cenſure l, iv. 1 56. 
CoueAxlOxs, different claſſes of them deſcribed, iv. 
I 
eres often ſupported by intereſt and envy, 
iv. 125. Their different influence on this occaſion 
ſtated, 126, 127. 
| Comer arnens, inceſſant, repreſented. as the ſcreech- 
| _ owls of mankind, n. 31. | 


N] 


21 ND K. 


Conrtarnrs of the conduct of others, what principles 
will * our claim to it, i. 299, 300. 

Cox DV cr, the abſurdity of it, whence it ariſeth, iii. 
176. 

CoxsoLATION under afflictions, by what methods it 
may be obtained, i. 312. On what occaſion it may 

be drawn from a view of the afffictions of others, 313. 
Its uſeful influence againſt the depreſſions of melancholy, 
314. The tendency of it to ſtrengthen patience and 
fortitude, 316. 

Coxsraxrius, his hiſtory and character, iv. 172— 
178. 

Cox rENTU ENT with the ſituation in life 1 8585 us, 
recommended, ii. 53, 54. 


Cox rio ERS, the writers of it, their ſhort-lived 


{ame ſoon ſuccceded by difrelifh ww neglect, iii 5. 
Cox vERSATION, the art of it difficult to be attained, iv. 


151. The importance of acquiring it, 94. What _ 


methods are moit proper for this end, 152. The 
errors in ſentiment and rraciice relating to this, into 
which many are led, 153. 


ConversaTIvN, rural, the pleaſures and diſtaſtes of i It, 


. 256.-270- 

canis, her account of lady Buſtle's armen, 
. 0% „. 

CouRT1ER, his manner ae 111. 247252. 
CoUuRTLY, rs. her character, i. 71. 

. CowLEr, Mr. Abraham, a  Patlage in lits mri il- 
luitrated, i. 32. 


CREeDuLITY, the common failing of unexperienced 


virtue, v. 85. 


Cxiricisu, the art of it regulated by precarious and 


rr principles, 1. 142. Wt. 3 10. The proper 
end to 
cenſured and exploded, ibid. Genuine, the offspring 


of labour, truth, and equity, i. 15. 


Cxiricks, their true character, i. 14. The different 
diſpofitions and meafures of the candid and the 


ich it ſhould be applied, iv. 02. Minute, 


- 
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' ſevere, 140, 141. The cnt claſſes of criticks 
aſſigned, and their arts al. ..tults expoled, iv. 89, 
91. The methods by which their malevolent deſians 
may be defeated, 90. Remarks on their cenſu es of 
other writers, ii. 229. They are often ed by 
intereſt, ibid. | 

Cuyipvus, his obſervations on the fo!!! of viſionary 
opulence, ii. 109. 

Cuxlostrx, a principle of powerful nd extenſive ope- 
ration, ii. 282. iii. 79. The fol) of being ſoleiy 
influenced by it in the purſuit of knowledge, ii. 
289. To be indulged with caution and judgment, 
153, The great folly of it when extravagant, 161. 

The firſt and laſt 2 in gre: and! generous minds, 
i. 265. 

Cusrou, to conquer it requires the utmoſt eiturts of 


fortitude and virtue, iii. 2c 97. 


5 


beirn, che inſtructions arifng from the near views 


of -1t, it. 2. The diſpofitions of mind ſuitable to 
that inſtructive and awful ſeaſon, 4, 6. The dif- 


ferent ſentiments we then form of men and things; 


and particularly as to friends, rivals, and enemies, 


5, 6. The due contemplation of it a proper method 


of ſuppreſſing fear, i. 104. The immediate effects 
of death awful and important, ii. 138. "ihe im- 
preſſions made by it too generally tranſient, 140. 


The remembrance of it, when it predominates i in our 


minds, a great and animating incentive to virtue, 
ibid. 


Drrixiriox, | in what reſpett not the orovince 107 man, 
iii. 117. The neglect ot it prejudicial to the writers 


of plays, 118. 


Dz JECTION of ſpirit frequently increaſed by vain ter. 


rOrs,. ii. 31. one 
DemocHares, his character, it. 277. 
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Drxrarvs, bis addreſs to Tranquilla deſeribed, it, 
86. 
DxyzxpeNcE, perpetual, contrary to the dignity of 


wiſdom, 1v. 12. 

 Dernavarion of the mind by external advantages, not 
ſo univerſal as is apprehended, iv. 67. 

Drsixrs of mankind more numerous than their at- 
tainments, ii. 294. A perpetual conflict with na- 
tural deſires the lot of our preſent ſtate, iii. 30. Ex- 


ceſſive, reſtrained by the attentive proſpect and con- 
templa tion of death, 102. 


Drsr Alx, conſiderations propofed for preventing it, iii, 


144. 
Dicacur vs, his affectation of the character of a wit, 
iv. 77—82. 


Dꝛicriox, the attractive power of its charms in the 
cConvxeyance of truth to the mind, iv. 45, See Lax-. 


GUAGE, 
DirripExor, the ady antageous influence of this quality 
in managing a debate, 111. 317. 


DiLATORIN ESS, and indolence i in managing important 
affairs, their fatal effects, iii. 170. 


Dirierxer, too frequently bo? at and abated by 
_ applauſe, iii. 34. Otten obitructed by incactup, | 


_ thid, 
D1$8corp, little 3 often produee it, ii. 269. 


f DiecoxxENr attendant on every ſtate of lite, ii. 27. 
iii. 136. 


Dis urs and comroverly, the fatal effects of it 7 INS 
ill conducted, 241, Frequently influenced by ” 


diſpoſitions of 8 and vanity, 247. 
DomesT1cx conduct, the importance of regulating it 
by the dictates of wiſdom and goodneſs, ii. 83. The 


danger of betraying our weakneſs to our ſervants, one ; 


motive to a regular life, 85. See SERVANTS. 


Donxs Er, Charles Sackville, earl [not duke of, 5. 


plauded as -natured, though angry, 1. 65. 


Darozx, Mr. John, his inattention and | inaccuracy re- 
3 i. 188. 5 


[ 
. 


_—_— OS 


9 


K _ Mg? > N 


kw fs e. e 33 LT * 


1 


E 


Ep ucArtox, the importance of conduQling it aright, | 
- a." 170, 180, The difficulty attending it, iv. 20. 
Errors in the conduct thereof cenſured, lil. 22, 157 
—1 62. iv. 167. The pernicious effects of wrong 
management in this affair, iii. 33. Some inſtances 


of remiſſneſs and irregularity ſpecified, iii. 1 57. iv. 


I 54- 199. 
EMINENCE, a proof of it in having many enemies as 
well as friends, 1. 53. 


' Exvy, its malignant influence deſcribed, iv. 128, Will 


often ſacrifice truth and friendſhip to weak temptations, 
129. 

en ee his ſalutary inſtructions for preſerving the 
mind from the elation of vanity, and the dejection 
of grief, i. 11. His excellent entiments on the ad- 
vantage of being influenced by the fears of poverty and 
death, 101. 

Erisrol Av writing, its difficulty and excellence, ii. 
276. It ought * a ſtriet conformity to nature, 
and the various purpoſes deſigned by it, 278, 281. 


ER as uus, his diligent and unwearied improvement of 


time applauded, ni. 17. 
Exrynile, her exceſſive pee\iſhneſs ke}, lil. 40. 
ERROR, the averſion of moſt perſons to be cenvinced of 
it, i. 187, 189. Their attempts to juſtify it generally 
| the effect of obftinacy or ptide, ibid. 5 
Ess a 1s, the extenſiveneſs and variety of this kind of 
writing, iv. 130. The advantages and 1 inconveniences 
of it, 129. 


Ess EN CE of things, leſs regarded than cher external : 1 0 


accidental appendages, iv. 12. 

Eu ul us, his character, i. 156— 167. 

EvenTs, ſome of the moſt coabderable, often produced 
by caſual and ſlender cauſes, iii. 211. | 


_ EuvmarTHEs, his free cenſure of the errors of modern 


education, u, I $4 62. His judicious conduct in 
N 5 the 
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the tuition of a young nobleman, iv. 183. His nae 


rative of the low inſidious arts by which his good de 


ſons were obſtructed and defeated, 186. The mean 
adventures of his pupil related, 189. 


_ Evwenes, his character, ii. 57. 


EuPHELIA, an account of her rural amuſements, i, 256, 
257, 279- 

EUurHeM3A, her character, i. 73. 

Eur huzs, his character, i. 149. 

Eu rTrROr Ius, his account of the ben and inſulting 
conduct of Tripherus, ii. 263, 264. 


ExckElLE XC, the defire of it laudable, ii. 73. Practical 


and 1deal, widely different, 111. 37. 


Exexciss, iis 1 neceſſity to the health and vigour of the 


body, ii. 178. 


Ex1STENCE, every ſtage and period of it ſhould be 


diſtinguiſned by ſome improvement, iii. 299. 
ExPECTATION, the torment of it greateſt in the early 
ſeaſons of lite, iii. 33. The practice of diſappoint- 


ing the I of others, inconſiſtent with true 


friendſhip, iv. 17. This inſtance of wrong conduct 
exemplified. in he caſe of Liberalis, 22, 23. Our 
expectations often viſionary and diſap Pointing, 1955 
196 


EXTERNAL appearances frequently deluſive, iv. 195. 
ESTRAVAGANCE, ſome inſtances of it related, iv. 172. 


F. 


| P, AILINGS, the detection of them too generally received 


with diſgult, 1. 244. 


Fals HOOb, its guilt widely ed ji. 247. Often 


imitates truth, 248. The influence of it on the 
paſſions, 250. The artifices of it exploded, i iv. 157. 


Fals rar, Sir John, Prince Henry's tender reflections 


on his death, 11. 104. 


Faux, the 3 of it when irregular ad dangerous, 


1. 295. When Os. ibid. * only recom- | 
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pence mortals can beſtow on virtue, 298. The ill 
economy of it the effect of ſtupidity, ii. 15. Of a 
ſhort duration when it is not properly founded, iii. 
292. Ihe acquilition and loſs of it conſidered, 132. 
That of authors caſual, precarious, and ſhort-lived, 
245, 246. The aſcent to it obſtructed by envy and 
competition, iv. 30. 

Fr Ax, the diſtreſſes of it oby iated and alleviated by the 
cont: mplation of death, i. 104. Superſtitious, cen- 
ſared and exploded, ii, 31. In what cafes it cha- 
racterizes a coward, iii. 125. Not intended to over- 
bear reaſon, but to aſſiſt it, ibid. The — 
effects of an irrational indulgence of it, 170. 

FeRoCULA, her ungoverned paſſions deſcribed and cen- 
ſured, li. 45. 

FexraTt us, his favourite paſſion, iv. 95. 

Ficriox, the works formed upon the plan of it, wherein 
uſeful and defective, i. 18. They too frequently « cor- 
rupt the mind of youth, 19—24. 

FlArrzxyr, the principle cauſes of it deſcribed, ii. 
296. It is often profuſedly addreſſed to the unworthieſt 
objects, 297. be peculiar infamy ot ſuch proſti- 
tution, ibid. Moſt ſucceſsful when accommodated to 
particular circumſtances, or characters, iii. 1. iv. 71. 
111, 158. Openn-ts to it the diſgrace of declining 
life, 14. The inſluence of it to quiet conviction and 
obtund remorſe, 71. Ihe fatal and miſchievous cliects | 


of it, iii. 295. ii. 60. 


FLavia, her agreeable character, Mo $73» 
Fravirra, her levity and ene diſplayed, iv. 


121. 


FLIRTILLA, inſtruQied upon t the biet of maſquerades, 


i. 58. 
FLOREN TITUS, his charakter, 1. 111. 


Froxkxrullus, his education conducted upon an ir- 


regular and injurious plan, iii. 21—24, 
FLoscuLus, the manner of his addreſſes to Tranquilla, 


ul, 83. 888 
NG 


I 


FoLt1ts, faſhionable, particularly deſcribed, ii. 271 
The modern round of favourite diverſions weakly 
regarded as the moſt important end of human life, 

272. 

F 5 thoſe perſons who are moſt addicted to it, ge- 

| nerally the moſt ſuſpicious, ii. 61. 

FxrexD, the difficulty of finding a faithful and able one, 
i. 171. The eſſential ingredients of that amiable cha- 
racter, ii. 59. 

FartxDSHTP, the firmeſt too often diffolved by open- 
neſs and ſincerity, i. 244. The qualities requiſite to 
form and eſtabliſh it, ii. 59. iv. 4. Eſteem and love 
eſſential to its compoſition, ii. 61. The meaſures ne- 
ecffary to maintain and continue it, 267. Virtue of 

the ſame kind its moſt laſting ſupport, 61. The moſt 
common obſtructions of it, 63, 64. Envy and flat- 
| tery molt injurious to its intereſt, 5g. The par- 
tialities with which it is often attended, 269, See 
Harmony. 
| Frotick, Mr. his character, as exhibiring > hie ſpe- 
cimen of vanity, ii. 44. 
FR UGALIT , the excellence of it, ii. 21. Cautions and 
rules for directing the practice of it, 23. Seren 3 
letter in recommendation of it, 21. 


Fa viriox, the limits of it fixed by immoveable boun- 
daries, iv. 98. 


 Funcosa, his addreſſes to Tranquilla deſcribed, iii. 84. 

Fuxta, her character, i. 110. 

Furvr1Ty, the proſpects of it fitted to influence and 
regulate our preſent conduct, i. 8. Anxiety about it 
cenſured, 177. ii. 30—35. "The — Nod EY our 
hopes yo it, iv. 235. 


G 


8 its pernicious effects, i. 92. Deſtruttive of 
te peace, harmony, and pleaſures of domeſtick life, 
93. Cleora's letter concerning it, i. 88—92. 5 
Ganzer, the advantages of it for contemplation 
_ and NE er iii. 69. Subſervient to * | 


1 N D- EX: 
and ſprightlineſs, - 3. The hiſtory and antiquities of 
ſeveral, iv. 7, 8. | 

GELASIMUS, his character, i iv. 104. 

GeL1ipvs, his character, i. 146. | 

Gzn1vs, the expediency and importance of conſulting 
it, in chuſing our ftation in life, i. 119, 120. iii. 

63. 

Grerre NY, the indulgence of this vice freely cen- 
ſured, iv. 248, 249. 

God, his placability, an eſſential principle of all reli- 
gion, iii. 24. Frequent reflettions on his wiſdom and 
goodneſs, the chief ſecurity againlt the anguiſh of im- 
patience, i. 198. 

Goop Narukk and affability, the extenſive influence 

of theſe amiable qualities, iii. 2 12. 

SGoobxEss, female, too eaſily vanquithed, 11. gg. 

SGalkr, immoderate, aſſwaged by the contemplation of 
our latter end, i. 104. See ConSOLATION. | 

GuLosvLvus, his criminal indulgence to exceſũive feed- 
ing iv. 2 * 


| Mana, their uncommon influences and effects, ii. 

e Is 

1 the Indian, the moderation and modeſty of his 
deſires, i. 234. | 

Hamer, the poet, his ingratitude, i iv. 119. . 

Hale, Sir Matthew, his prudent concern for ſecuring | 
the reputation of virtue, 1. 84. 

Harrinzss, che fruition of it 8 on our o er 
ſenſations, iii. 267. The higheſt we can enjoy in 
this life derived from ſelf-approbation and the ap- 
plauſes of conſcience, 268. The methods by which 

it may be often deſtroyed, iv. 87. Our indulgiag 

chimerical wiſhes of it, often productive of great 
diſappointment, i. 25. When dependent upon exter- 
nal circumſtances, 2 and deluſive, 30. Chi- 


merical proviſion for it 3 32 33. The in- 


* ſufficiency of ſenſual pleaſures to procure it, ii. 2, 
Of mankind, dependent not upon opinion, but on 
practice, 262. Of others, the folly of repining at it, 
54. Female, by what anxities it 1s often ditturbed, 
iii. 114. Diſtant and laſting, ſecured only by the 

forbearance of preſent gratificatiors, iv. 99. Human 
ſchemes of promoting it viſionary and deluſive, 228, 
20S. 5 

N and friendſhip, by what methods maintained 
and ſecured, iv. 5. | 

Harmony, the end of poetical meaſures, ii. 207. 

HeaLTH, the neceſſity of it to the duties and pleaſures 
of life, i. 289. The folly and wickedneſs of ſquan- 
dering it, ibid. By what methods to be preſerved, 
iii. 35. The anxious care of it in the valetudinarian, 
vain and ridiculous, i. 289. The diſadvantages at- 
tending the loſs of it, ibid. Neglected by the vota- 
ries of buſineſs, and the followers of pleaſure, 292. 
The power of it in exalting the happineſs of life, 

We --- | 

He, RNE, Mr. Thomas, the antiquary, his juſt reflec 

tion on the fragility of human lite, ii. 99. 

 Hexmegricus, his ſecret for detecting incontinence, 

iv. 214. . 

Ms. his diſtribution of mankind into three claſſes, 

„ -- 5 5 
hw raves N, the effect of indolence and divided at- 
J %,. od Oy 

HirtaRivs, his character, ii. 275. His conduct in the 

cap ac ty of a wit cenſured, 279, 280. | 

Hixsvurvus, his character, iv. 994. 1 

His rokx, the writers of it often chargeable with the 
depravation of mankind, ii. 146. The difficulty of 
writing a good one, iii. 103. Fngland remarkably 
barren of hifſtorigal genius, ibid, _ 

Howes, remarks on the propriety of his verſification, 
ji. 220, 221, 223, 236. „ 

Ho xoURS, tranſitory, Cicero's reflections upon them, 
Ii. 16. | T 8 | ONT 

Here, the ſtrong influence of it upon our reſolutions 


and actions, i. 9. Of remote advantages ſrould be 
indulged with caution, as it often; iates the human 
underſtanding, 10, 11. Frequent'y attended with 
diſcontent and impatience, 25. Fallacions and af- 
flictive, however, neceflary in ſome degree, in every 
condition of life, ii. 72, 78, 79. The rational ad- 

vantages of it ac vired by wiſdom and fortitude, 80. 

The viſionary and deluſive amuſements of it ſubfide 

in age and want, 81. It ought to be ch riſhed when it 

operates as an excitement of induſtry, itt. 68. It 

1 amidſt frequent diſappointments, i iv. 195. 

In what reſpect the chief happineſs of man, 236. 
HumovuR, good, the peculiar value of this quality, ii. 
101, 103. 

Hrurxæ us, his account of the diſagreeable qualities 
of ſome ladies, iii. 42—48, 55—61. His marriage 
with Tranquilla, and the happineſs connected with 
it, iv. 3 

Hrezavurvs, account of his treatment by Ms rela- 
tions, iii. 258. 

HreerTaTus, his reflections upon the conveniences 
and advantages of a garret, iii. 68—75. 

| Hyeocrisy, not always to be charged upon ſuch as 

are zealous for virtues which they neglect to prac- 

tiſe, i. 82. — it differs from * 


124. 


TaxTne, her character, i. 111. 
IoLENEss, its fatal effects, ii. 181. 

IGNORANCE of ourſelves, the ſource of moſt errors in 
human conduct, i. 146. And admiration, their mu- 
tual and reciprocal operation, ili. 179. 
IMAGINATION, the danger of indulging the excurſ ons 

and amuſements of it, u. 203. 

IMITATION of others, when attended with ſery ity, 
highly cenſurable, iv. 27, 

ImyaTIENCE of ſtudy, the mental diſcaſe of the preſeat 
_ generation, 111, 288. 


I ND E-X< 


Imyerta, her ambition and pride, iii. 60. 
IncoxTiNENCE, a ſcheme for the detection of it pro- 
poſed, iv. 214. 

IN Dol ENA, the difficulty of being reformed from it, 

Ji. 298. 

Ixpusrxr neceſſary, as well as genius, to acquire an 
eminence in literary productions, i. 152—155. 

IncraTITuDE, the peculiar baſeneſs and infamy of 
| 2 iii. 258. The effect of great depravity of mind, 

ibid. 

IxjuRIEs, the forgiveneſs of them neceſſary to happi- 
_ neſs, iv. 135. When eaſieſt to be practiſed, 137. 
The motiv es to encourage it, ibid. | Fs 

 Ixxocexcs, the great prerogative of this excellent qua- 

lity, ii. 85. Voss N 

INTEREST, the influence of it upon the reſolutions and 

actions of lite, iv. 126. „„ 

Jus rie, the meaſure of it preſcribed to us clear and 
comprehenſive, ii. 154. A ſtrict regard to it ought. 
to regulate the diſtributions of mercy, ibid. 155. 

The exerciſe of it ſhould be ſoftened by prudence 
and lenity, iii. 48, 3 


Kxorlzs, Sir Francis, his Hiſtory of the Turks, the 


peculiar excellence of it, uti. 105. - 


KnowLEDGE, its greateſt importance, when uſeful” 


to virtue and happineſs, ii. 164. The defire of ac- 


quiring it ſhould be fubſervient to ſome nobler prin- 
eiple, ii. 287. The defire of it in many of feeble 
and tranſient influence, iv. 100. The failures to 
which men devoted to the ſtudy of it are pecuharly 
expoſed, 109. Of ourſelves, its great uſe and im- 
portance, i. 156. Neceſſary to preſerve us from 
Crimes as well as follies, 168. Promoted by ſcenes 
of adverſity, 172. The indiſcretions and diſadvan- 
tages which ariſe from the neglect of it, 146, 137. 


LinouR and Reſt, the parents of health and vigour, i. 
203. 

Lapiks, the folly of rendering themſelves cheap, ii. 
259. Many of their indiſcretions and errors ariſe 
from unacquaintance with themſelves, i. 149. Some 
of their appropriate virtues related, ii. 242. Several 
of their degrading qualities deſcribed in the charac- 
ters of Ferocula, Miſothea, and Sophronia, iii. 45. 


LANGUAGE, remarks on the l and propriety of ito 


Iv. 46. 
'LaTRONA, her eharacter, iv. 123. 
LazixEss, commonly aſſociated with timidity „i. 17 LO 
See INDOLENCE.. 
LEaRNED, their complaints of ill treatment and neglect- 
ed merit examined, it. 129. The neglect of ſome 
occaſioned by their own ĩnconſiſteney of Conduct, 1 31. 


Such become objects of juſt contempt, who by their 


writings ſeduce others to vice, 134. 

LexrxISG, its origin and excellency, i. 131. The 
proper buſineſs of youth, iii. 18. Wherein it differs 
trom wit, 1. 1 1. The mutual advantages of their 
being united, 13% Wherein the chief art of it con- 
fifts, Ut. 187. Eminence in it not to be attained 
without labour, i. 128. The poſſeſſion of applaute 
on account of it, a precarious tenure, 130. De- 


graded by 2 ent and promiſcuous dedications, 


213. 182. Men of Warning by various actions ex- 
poſed to contempt, 189. heir condefcention and 


allability ſources of great eſtcem, 190. 


Lecacy Hunter, his character repreſented in x the hiſ- 


tory of Captator, iv. 198, 


LET TERS fo the Rambler; trom Amicus, iii. 10. "i 
Athanatus, 11, 1. From Bellaria, iv. 166. From 


Bucolus, iii. 191. From Cap tator, iv. * From 
Charieſſa, 11. 270. From Cleora, i. 88. From 


Con- 5 
ſtantius, iv. 172. From Cornelia, i. „305. From 
Cupidus, ii. 105. From Dicaculus, i 2 From 


I 

Eubulus, i. 162. From Fumathes, iii. 157. iv. 187, 
188. From Eurhelia, i. 252, 276. From Eutro- 
pius, ii. 259. From Florentulus, iii. 18. From Ge- 
neroſa, ili. 128. From Hermeticus, iv. 209. From 
Hilarius, ii. 275. From Hymenzus, iii. 42, 55. 
iv. 39. From Eyperdulus, iii. 258. From Hyper- 
tatus, iii. 68, From Tiheralis, iv. 19. From Mitis 
May pole, ii. 7. From Meliſſa, ii. 118. From Mi- 
ſella, iv. 55, 60. From Miſocolax, iii. 127. From 
Miſocapelus, iii. 61, 106. From Miſellos, i. 94. 
From Mynilla, ii. 169. From Papilius, iii. 21m. 
From Pertinax, 11. 240. From FPhilomedes, ii. 101. 
From Propcrantia, iii. 8. From Quiſquilius, 11. 157. 
From Rhodocha, ii. 48. From Ruricoia, ii. 41. 
From Serotinus, iv. 28. From Sophron, ii. 21. 
From Sundav, 1. 180. From Tranguilla, "8 

iv. 30. From hraſo, iii. 123. From Vaguſus, iii. 
217. From Victoria, iii. 146, 163. | 

- Tus, iv. 92. From Zoſima, i. 66. 
Lerrtins to the Rambler concerning Anthea, 1. 205. 
On the artifices and fraudulent behaviour of Mitiſſa, 
3. 24. On the {oily of affeQing the character of a 
wit, i. 156, On the pleaſure and advantages of relt- 
Sien, i. 264. On marriage, 27z, 305. On the 
tranfient impreſſions of grief, ii. 7. On the too for- 
ward appearance of the ladies, it. 252. On the diſ- 
appointment of precarious expectations, iii. 247. On 
curioſity as a ſtrong principle of action, iv. 6. On 
the vanity and ambition of Proſpero, 217. | 


© £214 Vivacu- 


. 
. 


LevicuLus, his character, iv. 120. 


LiztraLis, the wit, ſome account of the diſagreeable 
treatment he met with, iv. 19. | | 
LirE, human, inſtinct and * the firſt ſprings and 
motives of action in it, i. 293. The main of it com- 
poſed of ſmall incidents, 11. 82. The general plan 
of it ſhould be formed from our own reflections, iv. 
131. The great end of prudence is to direct ſome of 
its principal ſcenes, ii. 82. The ſhortneſs of it not 
_ duly regarded, 97. The duties of it commenſurate | 
to its + I 100. A conviction of the fhortneſs 


1N 


of it ſhould repreſs our projects, and limit our ex- 
pectations, iv. 29. 'The tedivuſneſs of lite to thoſe 
who are averſe to the pleaſures of ſolitude, 1. 27. 
The miſeries incident to it deſigned for the exerciſe 


and improvement of virtue, 194. 


Often diſtreſſcd by 


new deſi res and artificial pailions, which ſtrongly ope- 
rate, and produce avarice, vanity, and ambition, 


294. 


The fragility of it not duly regarded, 11. 99. 


Fxact calculations of the value of it more uſeful in 


traffick than in morality, 1 fd. 


The numerous bleſſ- 


ings of it to be eſteemed and improved as means of 
happineſs, iii. 35. The ſhorineſs and uncertainty of 


it ſhould detcrmine us to moderate our 
contract our deſires, i. 105. 
fimilitude of the ocean, ii. 282. 
gers which attend our paſſage through it, 283. 


aſſions, and 
under the 
The numerous dan- 


The 


gulph of intemperance peculiarly dangerous and fa- 
tal, 285, Of multitudes compared to a lottery, iv. 


119. 


FE, country 


„ the buſy ſcenes of it deſcribed in the 


character C. lady Buſtle, i. 305. Faſhionable, or 
modiſh, diſgraced by numerous and deteſtable follies, 


ji. 273. 
LiTERATURE 
characters, iii. 240. 
Lorrxx, the life of multitudes comp 


” I 19. 


LorrrRIESs, t 
by them, iv. 114, 115. 


the manufacturers of 


it, account of their 
ared to it, iv. 


ne paſſionate and enſnaring hopes of gain 
Moſt commonly viftonary. 


and fallacious, 115. "Ihe imaginary proſpects of lor- 
tuitous riches injurious to trade, and the ſources of 


Perpetual deluſion, 116, 117. 
Loery, lady, her character, i. 69. 
Love, ſucceſs in it mc 
.... Prvackes,- i. 3. 
Luxuky, tie vet: 


. cafily obtained by indi 


rect ap- 


rans of it ſtrongly addicted to ſallies 


and cxceſs of reſentment and fury, iii. 36. United 


with indolence prod 
1. 202. 


uceth the moſt pernicious effects, 


1. WR XK: 
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 M:icerrn, a tragedy, remarks on the impropriety, as 
well as energy, of its diction, iv. 46. 


Macxrtrtis, the pretended and 1 imaginary influence of 
it, iv. 2 1 2. 


Manxz1vp, diverified by various taſtes, 1, 2 Ran 
under the two clailes of merely animal an reafonable 
beings, iv. 102, 103. Theſe qualities expreſſive of 
their conſtitutional and habitual characters, ibid. In 
the different claſſes have defires and pleaſures peculiar 
to themſelves, it. 91. Their deſires more numerous 
than their attainments, 294. 
MazrBorRouGH, Sarah Churchill, dowager dutcheſs of, 
| ſevere reflection on her conduct, i. 77. 
 Maxzrace, general obſervations concerning it, i. 210. 
The dictate of nature, and the inſtitution of Provi- 
dence, 107. The ſources of thoſe infelicities which 
frequently attend that fate, 18, 236, Why ſo ny 
are unſuitable, 274. Contracts of it begun in frau 
end in difappointment, 275. Ihe afflictions incident 
to it how to be alleviated, 273. The officiouſneſs of 5 
ſome in promoting them cenſured, 4 


Mas qu ERADES, their * influence and effects, = 


1. 59. 

Ma » OLE, miſs, her obſervations on the imprudent 
conduct of her mother, Il. 7. | 

Mzp1ocRITY, a quality eſſential to happineſs: as well as 
virtue, i. 229. 

 MeraxTHra, her character, i 7. 238. : 

Mernssa, her character, ii. 119. Her vanity excited 

by a general veneration, ibid. By an unexpected re- 

— of her fortune — to various n 

123. 

Mer 1ssvus, his 1 i. 211. 


Me nok x, the peculiar exerciſe of that faculty of the 
mind, 1. 248. 


Mlzair, the ane, of the neglet of it often in- 


INDE X 


grounded, 1i. 32. The perſecutors of real merit dit. 
tinguithed into various claſſes, iii. 233. 


Mil rox, Mr. John, remarks on his verſification, ii. 


183, 196. The peculiarity of it, wherein it conſiſts, 
197. He formed his ſcheme of it upon the models of 
Greece and Rome, 206. Critical remarks on his 
Samſon Agoniſtes, a tragedy, tit. 199, 204. 

Min, the rife and progreſs of its diſpoſitions and fa- 


culties, iii. 271. Shewn in the gradatio:'s from plea- 


ſure to ambition and avarice, 274. Its extenſive 
powers diſplayed, i. 249. The tranquillity of it, 


trom what ſources generally derived, 39. The me- 


dicines moſt ſuĩtable to its diſtempers, otten unpleaſiung 
to the taſte, iii. 312 

MisELLA, her afte< ting narrative of her being be- 
trayed by the treachery of her uncle, and the fatal 

influence of it on her virtue and — iv. 555 
60. = . 

Misr us, his account of his commencing an anchor, 


i. 94. 


Misocarzlus, the events which diſcouraged king from 


engag ing in trade, 111. 62. His appe * in the cha- 
racter ot a wit, 106. 


| MrsocoLax, his cenſure of the practice of giving un- 


merited praĩſe, iii. 127. 
ee lf her fondneſs for diſputation, i iii.. 


Mi rIssA, her conduct in a marriage lite detc, + ” i. 


214. 
MopzraTion, man of, bs character, iii. 2 35. 


| Moxao, his hiſtory, iv. 160. His dying charge to his 


fon Abouzaid, 162. 


MoraLityY, inquiries relating to it vaſtly preferable to 


phyſical contemplations, i. 146. This truth illuſ- 
trated in the character of Gelidus, ibid. The ancient 


poets very exceptionable teachers of it, 175. 


 Monarirty, the due conſideration of it a proper means 
of preventing our ery and promoung our happineſs, 


i. 101. 


MrariII. A, her account of the characder and behaviour 


of Flari la, ils 1 


O 


NARRATION, kiftorical, ws difficulty of this Kind of 
writing illustrated, iii. 102. 

NaArukr, the contemplation of its works, fitted to af. 
tord pleaſure and inſtruction, i. 28. It furniſhes a 
ſource of proper materials for reflection from the ob- 
jects about us, and diſcovers new reaſons for adoring 
the ſovereign author of the univerſe, ibid. By en- 

larging our curioſity after the works of nature we mul. 
tiply the e inlets of happineſs, 29. 

NEGLIGENCE, the power of it ſtrengthened by ſmall 

indulgencies, iv. 224. 


NirelLa, ber exceſſive nicety freely cenſured, iii. 


8. 

Nerz rr, an eminent ſource of pleaſing gratification, 
ili. 178. The ſtrong propenſity of the human mind 
towards it, ii. 147. Hence we grow weary of uni- 
tormity, 149. he charms of ic tranſitory, however 
endecaring the poſſeſſion, iv. 70. 

Noukx abi, the merchant ot Samarchand, his Sing 
addreſs to his fon Almamoulin, ni. 89. 


NuGACULUS, his mean and abf urd character aclineated, | 


11. 291. 
0 


O8SCURITY, in writing. often the effect of haſte, iv. 
54+ | 

Oz1Dan, his journey of a day, an inſtructive deſcrip= 

tion of human life, ii. 64. | 

Orv Act, its belt pleaſures drawn from a review of a 
virtuous life, i. 251. By what means it becomes en- 

titled to vencration, 303. The peculiar vices of it 


| deſcribed, 304. The” numerous infelicities which at- 
tend it, ii. 87. Wealth only an imaginary ſupport of 


it, ibi d. Picty the only proper and adequate relief 


and beſt | ion againſt the intirmities and dittreſſes | 


4. 


% 
* 


fog: 
— » 


ow ne 


NDS 
of that ſeaſon, 90. It is peculiarly given to > procraf- | 


tinatton „97. 


Oyeyress10Nn, domeſtick, the terror and diſtreſs of it, 
26. 


P 


Parit tus, his account of the ingredients neceſſary to 
form a wit, iii. 214. | 

Pass tos, excited by ſympathy, ii. 93. Perſons under 
the predominant influence of them exceeding offenſive 


to others, i. 61. Natural and adſcititious, ſtrong mo- 
tives of action, i. 294, 296. 


pariE xx, the uſefulneſs of it in alleviating the miſeries 


of kia lite, i. 194. Mortives to the exerciſe of pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion under the ſevereſt Rn, 197, 
199. - 
parkoxs, their ararice of praiſe and fattery, ii. 301. 
Often corrupted by avarice, and deluded by credulity, 


| iv. Is 


Pausts, their influence on the harmony of poetical mea- 
ſures, li. 208. 


PrDAN TA, the perions to whom the cenſures of it may 


be juitiy applied, iv. 73. The fear of it oiten pro- 
duces it, 76. 


\ PrrvISHNESS, a ſpecies of deprari ity di ſeuſtiag and Ot- 


tenfive, ii. 113. Sometimes the effect of 4: :\lemper er 
affliction, 114, 115. Exemplitied in the character of 
Tetrica, ibid. Perſons of this temper the ſources of pe- 
culiar affliction to their dependents, iii. 39. A due at- 
tention to the dignity of human nature 2 proper preſerra- 
tive and remedy a aint this vice of arrow minds, 41. 
PrkrECTION, in compoſitions, the etf.ct of attention. 
and diligence, iv. 51. "The methods by which the an- 
cCients atizined to an eminence therein, 52. 
PERIANDER, his opinion of the mp ortance of * 
ing anger, 1 . 6. 
Piru vr NaN ck, its reſiſlleſo N and excellence, i * 
262. In intellectual purfuits neceffary to eminence in 


karning and judgment, 111. 188. 


INDE X. 

PrasrANns, their contempt for men who violated the 

| laws of ſecrecy, i. 74. . | 

Py1lLOMEDES, his reflections on the excellence and utility 
of good humour, ii. 101. | 

PHiLoT&YPHUS, his character, i. 239. 

PLAGIARISM, a charge often unjuſtly urged to the pre- ? 
judice of ſome authors, iii. 224. Some inftances of _ 
the truth cf this remark with regard to ſome of the 
claſſick writers, ibid. | | 

Pr.ra$ING other, the art of it a pleaſing acquiſition, 
it. 293. Its excellency ſhould engage us to cultivate 
it in proportion to its uſefulneſs, 294. | | 

PI EASURE, the effence of it properly conſiſts in choice, 
ni. 175. Unlawful, the danger of purſuing the al- 

lurements of it, iv. 90. 1 

Prrasuxks, ſenſitive and animal, derive their agreeable- 
neſs from their freſhneſs or novelty, 111. 178. Senſual, 
the gratifications of them volatile, ii. 136. Immoral, 
corrupt and debaſe the mind, i. 268. The fatal 
rocks in the ocean of life, ii. 286. Of contempla- 

tion and virtue far preferable to thoſe of the ſenſes, 
1116 5 %%% 
Po rx, the end of its meaſures is harmony, ii. 207. 
Epick, critical remarks —_ It, 313. Lyrick, its | 
origin and manner, 311. Paſtoral, the peculiar beau 
ties of it, i. 217. The difficulty of ſucceeding in | 
it, 219, 221. Mere nature to be principally regarded 
in it, 223. The perfection of it, wherein it conſiſts, 


neee 


| 227. | | 1 | | . | 
'Pozrs, ancient, exceptionable teachers of morality, 1. 
1 FO yy | | 


Poli cx too frequently ſupported by the arts of intrigue 
r 
Por irEx ESS, rules for eſtimating its advantages, ii. 1 

22086. Its amiable influence on the manners, ibi. 
Poliriax, his poetical compoſitions cenſured for his 
vanity and felt eſteem, iii. 130. 2, 

_  PoLyYeaYLUs, his character, i. 114% 

Poxraxvs, the inſtructive inſcription on his tomb, 1. 
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1N DE 1X. 


Port, Mr. Alexander, remarks on his verſificatior b 
ii. 226. 

Povrar v, the afflictive ſcenes otkit deſcribed, i. 317. 
The fears of it ſtrongly excite to activity and dili- 
gence, 318. The folly of thoſe whoſe negligance 
and profuſion involve them in the miſcries of it, 
ibid. In what caſes they are objects of pity, 319. 
The diſappointments attending it, 163. Why its cir- 


cumſtances are ſo often regarded with contempt, iy. 38. 
When only to be dreaded, 231. 


Pow x, the effect of neceſſity, iii. 144. 


PxarsF, the general paſſion for it ſhewn, iv. 179. The 
practice of giving unmerited, cenſured, iii. 127. The 
excelleney ot that which is truly deſerved, ut. 181. 
The integrity and judgment with which it ought to be 
diſpenſed, ibid. The love of it engages in a variety 
of means for attaining it, iv. 24. Of ſervants, the 
higheſt panegyrick of private virtue, ii. 84. 

PRECEDENT, implicit ſubmiſſion to it unreaſonable, 
ll. 174. 

.- 0 HI often fatal to great . i. 260. 

PRESUMPTION, more eaſily corrected than — 
1. IIS: 

3 generally derived from anger, i. 62. 


PRoDIGALITY, deftitute of true pleaſure, and the ſource 


of real and laſti: „g mitery, i. 320, 321. 


PROP ERANTIA, her letter on the alteration "4 the tyle, 


"HF 


PROS APIs, his aan. i. 112, 


PROSPERITY, often productive of various infllceiaies, | 


bi, 268. ir. 221. Obſtrutts the knowledge of our- 
ſelves, iii. 268. | | * 


Pros? ERO, his character, iv. 217. 


PROSTITUTES, reflections on their infamons md de- 


plorable condition, iii. 11. iv. 65. In what reſpects 
objects of compatlion, iii. 12. 


Pay DENCE, wherein its province lies, iii. 41. : 
PRUDENTLUS, the moti ves on which he contrafted x mar- 


Lage, . 1 . 


vOL IV. 8 : 0 


1 . 
Pzxvunr, Mrs. her treatments of Leviculus, iv. 123. 
PuniSHMENTS, capital, the ſeverity and frequency of 


them in ſome cafes diſapproved, iii. 49. 52. Iyſtead 
of hindering the commition of the crime, they often 


prevent the detection of 1 5 3. 


Qv1sqQuvit1ivs, his extravagancies in in indulging an inju- 
dicious curioſity, ii. 161. | 


—— 
RaLtrcn, Sir Walter, the tells. of his Hiſtory of the 
World, 111. 104. | | 


| RanBLER, his reflections upon a review of his effax , 


iv. 259. Sce LET TRS. 
Raki rTIES, the choice and ſtudy of them mould be ſub- 
ſervient to virtue and the publick g good, ii. 164. 166. 
Rasch, his character, a lriking example of the fatal 
effects of inſatiable avarice, i. 233. 

REasoxN, the importance of its keeping a conltant guard 
___ oyer the imagination, i. 44. 

Rec15TER, univerſal, of a new kind, to what uteful | 
purpoſes it may be applied, ii. 299. 


RELAX ATIOx, the neceflity and ufetulneſs of it with = ”: 


gad to ſtudy, il. 200. | 
RELIOGIOx, its origin and excellenoy, i. YL The 
| ſource of the nobleſt and moſt refined pleaſures, 368. 
The common objections to a lite of religion, ground- 
lets and unreaſonable, 269. 
Remis510N of ins the firit and fundamental truth of re · 
ligion, iii. 25. 
Rr rEx Tax e, the doctrine of it embarraſſed by ſuper- 
ſtitious and groundleſs imag inations, iii. 27. Unjuttly 
confounded with enauce, Ibid. W herein true 7 Z 
ance conſiſts, 28, The com. letion and ſum ot it a 
rea. cha ge of temper and lite, 30. The abſurdity of 
n, . 100. 
Ree UTATION, induſtry and caution neceſſary to ſupport 0 
it, kit, 143. Tainted, the yon SORE: 305. 


NW A 


Rr501.vTtroN and firmneſs of mind neceflary to the cul- 

tixation and increaſe of virtue, ii. 17. 

RrrixEMUHN Tr, the difadvantages of it when indulged to- 
excels by men of genius and letters, i. 85. Rural, 
the motives ot ſome perſons to dehire it, iii. 79. 

Rr rRosrECTION on our conduct, the importance and 
uſcfulneſs of it, i. 45. 


Rnoboc li, her remarks on the amuſements and plea- 


ſures of the town, 11. 50. 

Ricaes, the general defire of them, whence it proceeds, 
iii. 153. "The peace of life too often deftroyed ty 
inceſſant and zealous ſtrugglings for them, 154. Tie 
arts by which they are gained frequently 1rr:con- 
Cilable with virtue, 155. The folly of purſuing them 
as the chief end of 3 11. 29. * true uſe ns 
iii. 94. 

RuaRER, his character, . 433. 

Ro MAN CES, the general deſign of them, i. 18. Thu4 E 
of the former and preſent age compared, 20. 

Ru RAI < tuation, a ſketch ot its peculiar n a d 
advantages, iii. 177. 

Rvun1cor. 3, his obſervations upon the prevalene: of a 

fond * for news, ii. 41 | 


. 


| SansoN Agoniſtes, critical remarks on the beauties and 


improprieties of that dramatick piece, iii. 198. 


SA NDERSON, Dr. Robert, biſhop of Lincoln, his cri- | 


tical nicety in preparing his lectures, i. 120. 


SANNAZARIUS, his inducements to the piſcatory 


eclogue, i. 221. 


 SCALIGER, his partiality 1 in preferring Virgil to Hom-r, 


Ul. 230. 


IC. ANDAL, the ladies . to it, too frequent, 
i. 280. 


SCIENCE, the paths of it narrow and difficult of acceſs, 


lit. 95. The progreſs of it es * ſexy ule 1 imi- 


tation, 18. . 
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Sci xe rs, the encouragement of them by the patronage 
of the great, caſual and fluctuating, ii. 214. 

SzasoNns, the change of them productive of a remark- 

able variation of the ſcenes of pleaſure, iii. 12 

SEBASTIAN, king of Portugal, a tragedy, critical ob- 
ſervations upon it, iii. 119. 

5 rules concerning tlie doctrine and practice of 

1. 7 

e * importance of keeping them, i. 74. The 
general cauſes of the violation of fidelity, in reference 
to ſecrets, 79. The aggravated treachery of ſuch con- 
duct, 76, 78. Ihe imprudence of committing this 
truft to perſons, of whoſe wiſdom and faithfulneſs we 
have no juſt aſſurance, 79. 

Stpucriox of innocence, a detail of the infamous arts 
and gradations by which it is often effected, Iv. 59. 

Szero, his hittory, iv. 237. 

SzLF-CONCFIT, the ſtrong diſpoſitions in many to in- 
dulge it, ii. 125. How eafily promoted, ibid. By 
what artifices men of this quality delude themſelves, 

Gs 5: | 

| . its great importance, 1. 1 
iii. 293. A happy preſervative againſt indiſcretion 
ard vice, i. 169. Frequently obſtructed by partiality 
and felt love, ili. 294. he deplorable jolly of o. 
poſing our own convictions, 296. | 

SrROTINUS, his quick riſe to conſpicuous eminence, 

o. 

he co the importance of a wiſe regulation of our 
conduct towards them, ii. 83. Their praiſe of their 
_ ſuperiors the higheſt panegyrick of private virtue, 84. 
The danger of A our weakneſs to them, one 
motive to a regular life, 85, 

Sex, female, ſome infelicitics peculiar to it, i. 235. 

SHAKESPEARE, Mr. William, his eminent ſucceſs in 
tragi- comedy, iii. 303. 

PIMILITUDE, A general and remote one in ls pol. 

tions and behaviour of manicind, iii. 270. 
Socterr, mutual bracyolence: the great end of it, 
. 16. | | 
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S0 fr ubr, the pec uliar pleaſures of it, iii. 177. A 
reliſh for thoſe Pleaſurcs an argument of a good diſpo- 


ibid. 
SoRR WW, the wmdel- "NC K OL 1 it ine: pacitates to enjoy the 


pleaſures ot contemplation, i. 27. Cautions againit 
it, 284. The experience ot it a preſervative againſt 


the vanities gf the world, 35. Iniructions for pre- 


venting it, 286, 


OPENSER, Mr. Edmund, ſome imitations of his dition | 


cenſuted, ut. 99. 
SrR1NG, the pleatures of that ſeaſon Siepe. i. 27 
SrANDISEH, M's. her character, 1. 69. 
ST»ICKs, their erroneous ſyſtem concerning evil, i. 193. 
Srupr, the imbecility of ſpirit incident to perions ad- 
dicted to it, lit. 305. 


STYLE, the alteration of it hamorou ly diſplay ed, Ui. 8, 


Suxvar, the different methods of employing that facred | 


ſeaſon, i. 180. The true method recommended, 184. 


_ SUPERSTITION, a diſpostioa . and 88 ing, 
. 26 


Sverielon, often the concomitant of guilt, ll. 144. 


fn enemy to virtue and happineſs, 145+ Old age pe- 
culiarly addicted to it, ibid. 


 Swsy1RtVs the fcreech owl, his character, ii. 32. 
| SYCOPHANTS, their infamous nnn, li. 297. 


= 


Taxrar.vs, his fabled 3 a  firong image of 


hungry ſervility, iv. 18. 


Turk, good, by what means it 18 frequently vitiated, 1 


11, 117. 


EMPTATIONS to vice, PETE motives to reſift them, with 
the diſhculty attending that reſiſtance, li. 


TeraICA, a lively example of habitual peeviſkmels, ii. 


11 


: Tasaso, his reflectio ns on the ;nflucnce of fear and for- 
Utude, Ul, 125, 126, N 


+ 


ſition, 1. 27. Ihe ditguſttul tediouſneſs of it to many, 
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Tun ASYBULUS, a remarkable inſtance of being deluded 
by flattery, iv. 16. 

Tr E, the negligent waſte of it cenſured, iii. 13. 
Ought to be ſpent with frugality and improved with 
diligence, 14. 31. The principal employment of it 
ſhould be directed with a view to the end of our exiſt- 

| ence, ii. 151. | 

TzAGEDr, critical remarks cn the manner of compoſing 

_ Ut, Alt. 219. 

TRAGI-COMEDY, the nature and deſign of it, iii. 302. 
Shakeſpeare's eminent ſucceſs i in that eien of drama- 
tick compoſition, 303. 

TRANQUILLA, her account of the addreſſes of Venuſ- 
tulus, Fungoſa, Floſculus, and Dentatus, deſigned as a 
contraſt to the narrative of Hymenæus, iii. 84. Her 
marriage with Hy menæus, and the felicity with which 
it was attended, iv. 39. 

Tarn, its high original and vaſt importance, ii. 248. ; 
Its eaſy entrance into the mind when introduced by 
deſire and attended with pleaſure, iv. 28. A ſteady 

regard to the luſtre of moral and religious truth a cer- 
tain direction to happineſs, iv. 112. 

TRxYPHERUS, his character, ii. 263. ” 

Trrtxxe, marſhal, his ſaying of the importance I 

immediately correcting our miſtakes, i. 195. 

Tuxricor4, her Ä iv. 159. 


* 


83 bis character of an inſiduous Aatterer, iv. 16. = 
VAGAIIO, his character, i. 162. 

VacuLvus, his account of ſquire Bluſter, iii. 220. 
VaLDes50, his excellent remark 8 82 reſigning his com- 
miſſion, i. 173. 
Va x1TY, exceſſive, exemolifed in the character of 5 
Mr. Frolick, ii. 44. lis tendency to idleneſs, iü. 289. 
Of authors, repreſented in the caſe of Miſellus, i. 94. 
_ VexvsrvLvs, his unmanly and timid conduct expoſed, 
111. 123. 1 be manner of his addreſſes to I ranquilla, 83. 


IN D E X. 


ventcundul us, the infelicities he ſuſtained through 
habitual baſnfulneſs and timidity, iii. 306. 

VeRSIFICATION, remarks on its rules, it. 183. 195. 
The — of Milton's in his Paradiie Lott, 197. 
See Virgil. 

Vice, the deſeriptions of it in writing ſnould be is ay's 
calculated to excite diſguſt, 1. 24. 

Vrictorta, her letter on the fooliſh anxiety to excel 

merely in the charms of external beauty, iii. 146. On 
the mortifications ariſing from the lots of it, 163. 

VID, his remarks on the propriety of Virgil's verſificas 
tion, ji. 222. 

VId IL, in what reſpects ſuperior in paſtoral poetry, i. 
224. Remarks on the judicious propriety of his verii- 
fication, 227. The plan of his Aneid formed upon 

the writings of Homer, iii. 97. Exceptions to ſome 

of his imitations of Homer, 98. 

VIx ru, the conſtant purſuit of it the higheſt excellence, | 
iv. 1 38. The error of ſubſtituting fingle acts of it 
for habits, i. 170. Obſtructed by contounding the 
Praiſe with the practice of goodneſs, ibid. The repre- 

ſentations of it in works of fancy, ſhould be always 

exact and pure, 24. The difference between ſpecula- 
tire and practical virtue, 82. United with induftry 
ſupplies the genuine ſources of hope, ii. 295. Virtue. 
and truth often defeated by pride and obſtinacy, 194. 


VIXTVcso, his character diſtinctly drawn, 11. 160. The 


advantages he is capable of communicating to others, 
166. His exceſſive fondneſs for curioſities often the 
evidence of a low genius, 169. | 
UNnzas1Ness of mind, often relieved by comparing our 
lot with that of others, iv. 140. 1 
Us srl exss, publick, ſhould he the object of our dill 
gent endeavours, 111. 142. 145. 5 


Was ſhould be i by rules confiſient with the 7 


univerſal intereſt of man, ii. 146. 
= WeaLTH, why the object of general defire, lil. 153. 
The contempt of it repreſented in various inttances, Il, 
5 | 


LN DE... 
25. 26. Wrong notions of 1t> ufctulneſs corrected, 20. 
ihe rcal importance and influence of it fhewn in the 
caſe ot diſappointec expectations, iii. 285. 
WansPtRER, his character, 11. 234. 

WIC 3 , the general lpread of it conſidered, iv. 84. 
Wirrex, the ſeaſon of ſctiouſnefs and terror, ii. 149. 
And of retirement and itudy, 150. The horrors of 

it in the polar countries, iv. 141. 
V SHES, vain, the folly of indulg ing them, i 11. 177. 
Wir, its original, i. 133. Wherein it differeth from 
learning, ibid. U he mutual advantages of their being 
united, 138. The means neceſſary to the production 
ot a perſon eminent for the character of a wit, ii. 280. 
Affected wits, the 8: canneſs of their Characicr, 1 lll. 137. 
$14. w..7% .-- 
Women, ſome infclicities peculiar to 1 i. 2 235 . 


D 


Yo UTH, modeſty and active diligence i its amiable orna- 
ments, 1. 57. A time of enterpriſe and hope, iii. 32. 

Delighted with fprightlineſs and ardour, 44. Their 
fond opinion of their own importance, iv. 197. The 
dangers to which it is often expoſed, 86. Joo eafily 
enſnared by early immerſion in pleaſure, i. 253. Ot» 
ten deluded and ruined * protuſeneis and e&travagance, 
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ZEePHYRETTA, her character, i. 111, 
Zos1Ma, her hittory, i. 66. 


THE END, 
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